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WELSH  BIRD  REPORT  No.  10  1996 


Introduction 

The  map  opposite  shows  the  present  arrangement  of  bird  recording  areas  in  Wales, 
which  are  used  in  Welsh  Birds.  Following  the  creation  of  Unitary  Authorities  as  the  basis  of 
local  Government,  the  Welsh  Ornithological  Society  decided  to  switch  to  the  Watsonian 
Vice-county  system  (see  the  Ray  Society,  publication  No.  146)  as  the  basis  of  bird  recording 
in  Wales.  This  system  largely  matches  the  pre-1974  administrative  Counties  used  by  the 
Society  until  1996.  Using  the  Watsonian  vice-counties  therefore  retains  historical  continuity 
in  recording.  This  would  have  been  lost  in  any  attempt  to  follow  the  Unitary  Authorities,  the 
only  one  of  which  involves  no  changes  from  the  county  system  created  in  1974,  let  alone  its 
historic  predecessor,  being  Powys,  which  comprises  the  vice-counties  of  Breconshire, 
Radnorshire  and  Montgomeryshire.  Note,  however,  that  the  name  of  Gwent  has  been 
retained  for  the  vice-county  of  Monmouth  to  prevent  confusion  with  the  new  Unitary 
Authority  of  Monmouth,  which  covers  part  of  the  vice-county.  The  recording  areas  and 
Recorders  names  and  addresses  are  listed  below. 

Anglesey:  Vice-county  (vc)  52.  An  annual  summary  of  records  is  published  in  the  Cambrian 
Bird  Report,  see  below. 

Recorder:  D.  Rees,  Dragon  Isaf,  Penmynydd,  Llanfair  PG,  Anglesey  LL61  6PN. 

Brecon*:  Vice-county  42.  This  area  includes  a  small  area  around  Brynmawr,  formerly  the 
NW  corner  of  Gwent.  See  also  under  Glamorgan  (E). 

Recorder:  M.  F.  Peers,  Cyffylog,  2  Aberyscir  Road,  Cradoc,  Brecon,  Powys  LD3  9PB. 

Caernarfon:  Vice-county  49.  This  vice-county  corresponds  to  the  pre-1974  administrative 
county  of  Caernarfonshire.  However,  the  new  county  borough  of  Conwy  straddles  the  old 
county  boundary  between  Caernarfon  and  Denbighshire  along  the  R.  Conwy.  Here  records 
from  west  of  the  R.  Conwy  should  be  send  to  the  Caernarfon  Recorder  and  from  east  of  the 
river  to  the  Denbigh  Recorder.  An  annual  summary  of  records  for  Caernarfon  is  published 
in  the  Cambrian  Bird  Report,  see  below. 

Recorder:  J.  Barnes,  Fach  Goch,  Waunfawr,  Caernarfon,  Gwynedd  LL55  4YS. 
Carmarthen*:  Vice-county  44. 

Recorder:  R.  O.  Hunt,  9  Waun  Road,  Llanelli,  Carmarthenshire  SA15  3RS. 

Ceredigion*:  Vice-county  46. 

Recorder:  H.  Roderick,  32  Prospect  Street,  Aberystwyth,  Ceredigion  SY23  1JJ. 

Denbigh:  Vice-county  50.  A  small  part  of  this  vice-county  is  now  in  the  recording  area  of 
Montgomery  (qv).  See  also  under  Flint  below. 

Recorder:  M.  G.  Neal,  36  The  Ridgeway,  Hawarden,  Deeside  CH5  3ER. 

Flint:  Vice-county  51. 

Recorder:  M.  G.  Neal,  36  The  Ridgeway,  Hawarden,  Deeside  CH5  3ER. 

Denbigh  and  Flint  comprise  the  area  covered  by  the  Clwyd  Bird  Recording  Group, 
which  continues  under  that  title  and  produces  the  Clwyd  Bird  Report  covering  both 
vice-counties. 

Glamorgan*:  Vice-county  41.  This  area  is  divided  under  2  ornithological  Recorders, 
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The  Bird  Recording  Areas 

in  Wales 


The  bird  recording  areas  for 
Wales,  based  on  the  Watsonian 
vice  counties.  Each  has  a  vc 
number  for  easy  reference.  Both 
English  and  Welsh  names  are 
shown,  except  where  we  use 
only  the  Welsh  name. 


lamorgan  (E) 
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covering  Gower*,  comprising  the  Unitary  Authorities  of  Swansea  and  Neath/Port  Talbot 
(formerly  the  county  of  West  Glamorgan),  and  Glamorgan(E)*,  comprising  the  Unitary 
Authorities  of  Bridgend,  Rhondda/Cynon/Taff,  Vale  of  Glamorgan,  Cardiff  and  Caerphilly 
(part)  (formerly  the  counties  of  Mid  and  South  Glamorgan).  Records  are  normally  published 
under  Glamorgan.  The  Glamorgan  (E)  recording  area  also  includes  parts  of  vc  42  (Brecon) 
and  vc  35  (Gwent),  which  were  part  of  the  counties  of  Mid  and  South  Glamorgan  and  are 
marked  B  and  C  respectively.  Records  from  these  areas  will  be  designated  Glamorgan  (vc 
42)  or  (vc  35),  to  enable  county  reports  and  the  Welsh  Bird  Report  to  be  reconciled. 
Recorders:  Gower:  R.  H.  A.  Taylor,  285  Llangyfelach  Road,  Brynhyfryd,  Swansea  SA5 
9LB. 

Glamorgan  (E):  S.  J.  Moon,  36  Rest  Bay  Close,  Porthcawl  CF36  3UN. 

Gwent*:  Vice-county  35.  Vice-county  35  comprises  the  old  county  of  Monmouth,  and  now 
embraces  the  Unitary  Authorities  of  Monmouth,  Newport,  Torfaen,  Blaenau  Gwent  and 
Caerphilly  (part).  See  also  under  Glamorgan  (E).  Although  the  county  of  Gwent  no  longer 
officially  exists,  the  Gwent  Ornithological  Society  is  retaining  the  name  to  avoid  confusion 
between  the  new  County  Borough  of  Monmouth  and  the  old  county  of  Monmouth,  of  which 
the  new  Borough  only  comprises  part. 

Recorder:  C.  Jones,  22  Walnut  Drive,  Caerleon,  Newport  NP6  ISP. 

Meirionnydd:  Vice-county  48.  An  annual  summary  of  records  is  published  in  the  Cambrian 
Bird  Report,  see  below. 

Recorder:  R.  I.  Thorpe,  2  Tan-y-Garth,  Friog,  Fairbourne,  Gwynedd  LL38  5RJ. 

Montgomery:  Vice-county  47.  The  recording  area  also  includes  area  A,  part  of  vc  50 
Denbigh. 

Recorder:  Brayton  Holt,  Scops  Cottage,  Pentre  Bierdd,  Welshpool,  Powys  SY21  9DL. 
Pembroke*:  Vice-county  45. 

Recorders:  J.  W.  Donovan,  The  Burren,  Dingle  Lane,  Crundale,  Haverfordwest,  Pembs 
SA62  4DJ. 

G.  H.  Rees,  22  Priory  Avenue,  Haverfordwest,  Pembs  SA61  1SQ. 

Radnor:  Vice-county  43. 

Recorder:  P.  P.  Jennings,  Garnfawr,  Bettws,  Hundred  House,  Llandrindod  Wells,  Powys 
LD1  5RP. 


Bird  Reports  and  Publications 

Those  counties  marked  *  in  the  above  list  produce  separate  Bird  Reports  obtainable 
from  the  Recorders.  Anglesey,  Caernarfon  and  Meirionnydd  produce  a  combined  Report, 
the  Cambrian  Bird  Report,  which  is  published  by  the  Cambrian  Ornithological  Society  and 
obtainable  from  the  Editor  —  D.  G.  Hewett,  Bernina,  Mount  Road,  Llanfairfechan, 
Gwynedd  LL33  OHA.  Denbigh  and  Flint  are  covered  by  the  Clwyd  Bird  Recording  Group’s 
Report,  obtainable  from  the  Recorder,  M.  G.  Neal. 

For  Pembroke  the  Wildlife  Trust  West  Wales  (formerly  Dyfed  Wildlife  Trust)  also 
publishes  The  Island  Naturalist,  which  is  the  Journal  of  the  Friends  of  Skokholm  and 
Skomer  and  includes  a  good  variety  of  articles  on  the  work  at  these  important  Reserves 
twice  annually.  The  Trust  also  produces  a  well  illustrated  and  comprehensive  Newsletter 
twice  annually.  Both  are  obtainable  from  their  office  at  7  Market  Street,  Haverfordwest, 
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Pembs.  An  important  report  is  published  annually  by  the  Bardsey  Observatory,  obtainable 
from  Mrs.  Lynn  Richardson,  33  Doveridge  Road,  Hall  Green,  Birmingham  B28  OLT.  The 

1996  report  contains  an  interesting  series  of  papers  on  the  Observatory’s  work  as  well  as  the 
Systematic  List  of  birds.  The  Wales  Raptor  Study  Group  coordinates  records  for  raptors, 
owls,  Raven  and  Chough  for  all  Wales.  Its  annual  Newsletter  contains  summaries  for  all 
species.  The  Wales  Wader  Study  Group  was  started  in  1996,  to  similarly  coordinate 
breeding  wader  studies  and  also  publishes  an  annual  newsletter.  Both  can  be  obtained  from 
I.  T.  Williams,  RSPB,  Bryn  Aderyn,  The  Bank,  Newtown,  Powys  SY16  2AB. 

Birds  in  Wales  was  published  by  T.  &  A.  D.  Poyser  in  1994.  The  first  avifauna  for  the 
whole  country  yet  attempted,  it  was  reviewed  in  Welsh  Bird  Report  No. 7.  Recent  county 
avifaunas  are  also  available  for  Brecon  -  Birds  of  Breconshire  by  M.  F.  Peers  and  M. 
Shrubb,  obtainable  from  the  Brecknock  Wildlife  Trust  in  Brecon;  Gwent  The  Breeding 
Atlas  of  the  Birds  of  Gwent,  obtainable  from  J.  M.  S.  Lewis,  Y  Bwthyn  Gwyn,  Coldbrook, 
Abergavenny,  Monmouthshire;  Glamorgan  Birds  of  Glamorgan  (covering  vice-county  41), 
obtainable  from  Dr.  S.  Howe,  National  Museum  of  Wales,  Cathays  Park,  Cardiff,  or  leading 
booksellers.  See  Review  in  Welsh  Birds  1(3):6 1  -62;  Gower  An  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in 
West  Glamorgan,  obtainable  from  Dr.  D.  K.  Thomas,  Laburnum  Cottage,  12  Manselfield 
Road,  Murton,  Swansea  SA3  3AR;  Pembroke  Birds  of  Pembrokeshire:  Status  and  Atlas  of 
Pembrokeshire  Birds,  obtainable  from  County  Recorders  (page  4). 

SUBMISSION  OF  RECORDS 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Society  NOT  TO  PUBLISH  in  this  Report  any  records  of 
species  regarded  as  British  rarities  on  the  list  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee 
(BBRC)  unless  that  record  has  been  considered  and  accepted  by  BBRC.  All  such  records 
should,  therefore,  be  submitted  to  BBRC,  preferably  through  County  Recorders.  The 
secretary  of  BBRC  is  M.  J.  Rogers,  Bag  End,  Churchtown,  Towednack,  Cornwall  TR26 
3AZ. 

WELSH  RECORDS  PANEL 

The  Welsh  Records  Panel  considers  records  of  all  scarce  species  in  Wales,  defined  as 
those  occurring  5  times  or  less  per  year  on  average.  The  current  list  is  shown  below.  Only 
records  of  these  species  adjudicated  and  accepted  by  the  Panel  are  published  in  the 
Welsh  Bird  Report.  Not  all  records  of  species  on  this  list  yet  reach  the  Panel.  Thus  the  non- 
appearance  of  such  records  should  not  necessarily  be  taken  to  mean  that  the  Panel  has 
rejected  them;  in  most  cases  the  Panel  has  not  seen  them. 

It  is  helpful  if  descriptions  of  WRP  species  are  submitted  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
sighting,  either  via  County  Recorders  or  direct  to  the  Panel’s  Secretary  (see  below)  and 
description  forms  are  available  from  County  Recorders  or  the  Secretary.  Any  observer 
submitting  a  description  to  the  Panel  can  see  their  deliberations  on  the  record  on  request. 
The  Panel  consists  of  5  voting  members  and  a  non-voting  Secretary  and  membership  in 

1997  comprised: 

R.  I,  Thorpe  (Chairman)  —  Meirionnydd 

D.  Astins  —  Pembroke 

P.  Bristow  —  Glamorgan 

P.  P.  Jennings  —  Radnor 

M.  Hughes  —  Clwyd 

J.  Green  (non-voting  Secretary)  —  Ceredigion;  address:  Crud-yr-Awel,  Bowls  Road, 
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Blaenporth,  Cardigan  SA43  2AR, 

The  species  considered  by  the  Welsh  Records  Panel  are: 

Cory’s  Shearwater,  Great  Shearwater,  Purple  Heron,  White  Stork,  Bean  Goose,  Ring¬ 
necked  Duck,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Surf  Scoter,  Montagu’s  Harrier,  Rough-legged  Buzzard, 
Golden  Eagle,  Spotted  Crake,  Crane,  Stone  Curlew,  Kentish  Plover,  Temminck’s  Stint,  Pectoral 
Sandpiper,  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper,  Red-necked  Phalarope,  Short-toed  Lark,  Woodlark, 
Shorelark,  Bee-eater,  Richard’s  Pipit,  Tawny  Pipit,  Bluethroat,  Savi’s  Warbler,  Aquatic 
Warbler,  Marsh  Warbler,  Icterine  Warbler,  Melodious  Warbler,  Dartford  Warbler,  Barred 
Warbler,  Pallas’s  Warbler,  Red-breasted  Flycatcher,  Woodchat  Shrike,  Serin,  Common 
Rosetinch,  Cirl  Bunting,  Ortolan  Bunting,  Little  Bunting. 

TREATMENT  OF  RECORDS  IN  THE  WELSH  BIRD  REPORT 

The  Systematic  List  covers  the  calendar  year  1996  unless  otherwise  indicated. 
Additions  and  corrections  for  previous  years  are  recorded  in  the  main  Systematic  List,  with 
the  relevant  year  shown.  For  wildfowl  and  waders  monthly  maximum  counts  for  the  main 
Welsh  sites  are  tabulated  as  they  are  available.  They  are  not  yet  complete.  It  should  be  noted 
that  these  figures  do  not  represent  coordinated  counts  covering  all  Welsh  sites  on  a  single 
day  or  short  period  of  days.  They  are  simply  the  peak  count  noted  for  each  species  in  each 
site  in  each  month.  Some  overlap  may  therefore  occur  in  the  figures  within  large  sites, 
because  birds  possibly  shift  between  count  areas  during  the  month,  and  over  the  winter,  with 
movements  between  sites.  Thus  conclusions  about  total  numbers  in  Wales  should  be  drawn 
with  caution  from  these  figures.  Nevertheless  they  show  clearly  the  comparative  importance 
of  sites,  the  scale  of  populations  involved  and  the  seasonal  pattern  of  occurrence. 

The  records  for  many  scarcer  migrants  have  been  summarised  to  show  the  total 
recorded  in  spring  and/or  autumn,  the  spread  of  dates  on  which  recorded,  the  monthly  totals 
to  show  the  pattern  of  occurrence  and  the  total  seen  in  each  county.  Note  that,  in  calculating 
monthly  totals,  individual  birds  which  are  seen  in  more  than  one  month  are  recorded  for 
each.  Thus  the  numbers  shown  in  these  tables  will  differ  from  the  total  of  birds  seen,  which 
is  always  shown  separately. 

Comment  in  the  Systematic  List  is  confined  to  1996,  apart  from  additions  and 
corrections  to  previous  years.  For  species  marked  *  in  the  Systematic  List  all  records 
received  have  been  summarised.  Otherwise  only  selected  records  are  given.  That  some 
regularly  occurring  species  thus  have  no  entry  for  1996  means  neither  that  they  did  not 
occur  nor  that  we  are  not  interested  in  them.  We  hope  that  such  gaps  will  encourage 
observers  to  provide  systematic  information. 

For  1996  information  is  published  for  all  Welsh  vice-counties  except  Glamorgan  (E), 
who  has  been  unable  to  make  records  available  in  time  for  publication,  although  a  few  have 
reached  us  from  BBRC  and  WRP.  Records  for  Gwent  and  Anglesey  are  rather  incomplete 
but  the  Notes  section  includes  a  retrospective  table  of  wildfowl  and  wader  figures  along  the 
Severn  shore  in  Gwent  for  1995,  although  similar  figures  are  not  available  at  the  time  of 
going  to  print  for  1996.  Similar  figures  are  still  not  as  complete  for  north  Wales  as  we  would 
like.  It  is  hoped  to  repair  these  gaps  in  the  future. 

The  Sea  Empress:  A  major  trauma  in  the  early  months  was  the  grounding  of  the  super  tanker 
Sea  Empress  in  the  approaches  to  Milford  Haven  in  February.  It  is  not  the  task  of  this 
journal  to  assign  blame  or  responsibility  for  the  subsequent  events,  which  saw  the  vessel 
bouncing  about  on  rocks  for  a  week,  eventually  releasing  an  estimated  total  of  72,360  tonnes 
of  oil  into  one  of  the  most  important  marine  environments  in  Wales.  Suffice  to  say  that,  to  a 
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bystander,  the  handling  of  the  incident  appeared  inept.  The  resulting  oil  pollution  seriously 
contaminated  much  of  the  coast  of  south  Pembrokeshire,  from  St.  Brides  Bay  east  to 
Pendine  in  Carmarthenshire.  Some  oil  reached  Lundy  in  Devon  and  the  Irish  coast.  Birds 
were  affected  over  the  whole  area  of  Carmarthen  Bay  east  to  the  Gower  and,  to  some  extent, 
off  Lundy  and  the  Irish  coast.  The  full  effects  of  this  spillage  on  marine  ecology  and  sea¬ 
birds  may  not  emerge  for  some  years  but  a  programme  of  monitoring  was  rapidly  started 
and  some  preliminary  findings  are  included  in  this  report.  Further  details  may  be  found  in 
the  initial  report  of  the  Sea  Empress  Evaluation  Committee,  obtainable  from  the  Secretary, 
Dr.  T.  Kirby,  Rivers  House,  St.  Mellons  Business  Park,  St.  Mellons,  Cardiff  CF3  OLT. 
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Gower  and  Peter  Davis  from  Ceredigion  have  retired  after  many  years  service,  Harold  for  at 
least  30  years  and  Peter  since  1967.  The  Society  must  thank  both  for  their  very  considerable 
contributions  to  Welsh  ornithology,  both  as  Recorders  and  as  Officers  and  Council  members 
of  the  Society.  Indeed  Harold  remains  the  Society’s  Chairman.  The  Editor  also  wishes  to 
thank  them  for  their  unstinted  help  and  support  in  producing  the  Welsh  Bird  Report.  Thank 
you  and  good  wishes. 
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CLASSIFIED  RECORDS  FOR  1996 

The  following  abbreviations  are  used  in  this  list:  county  names  are  used  as  shown  on 
the  map  on  page  3,  printed  in  bold  type  to  distinguish  them  from  towns  of  the  same  name; 
months  are  abbreviated  to  the  first  3  letters,  except  June  and  July  (in  full)  and  September 
(Sept.);  S,  N,  E,  W  etc,  cardinal  points  of  the  compass;  max.  and  min.,  maximum/maxima 
and  minimum/minima;  Est.  Estuary;  Res.  reservoir;  R.  river;  NNR,  LNR,  NR,  nature 
reserves  of  various  designations;  GC  golf  course;  A/F  airfield;  CP  country  park;  GP  gravel 
pits;  S/F  sewage  works;  s/p  summer  plumage;  w/p  winter  plumage;  c/s  clutch  size,  b/s  brood 
size.  In  wader  and  wildfowl  tables  the  following  abbreviations  of  place  names  are  used:  PW, 
part  of  the  coastal  area  of  the  Wentlooge  Levels  Gwent;  B’pill,  Blackpill,  Swansea  Bay; 
Burry  (S),  the  south  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet;  Burry  (N),  the  north  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet; 
T/T/G,  the  Taf/Tywi/Gwendraeth  estuary  complex  in  Carmarthen;  D/Glas.,  the 
Dwyryd/Glaslyn  estuary  in  Meirionnydd;  A  *  by  the  species  name  indicates  that  all  records 
are  given  or  used  in  the  summary.  Otherwise  only  selected  records  are  shown. 

RED-THROATED  DIVER  Gavia  stellata  *  TROCHYDD  GYDDFGOCH 

Noted  until  May  27th  and  from  Sept.  1st  and  off  all  coasts.  As  usual  the  largest  winter 
concentrations  were  in  Cardigan  Bay.  Here  coordinated  counts  from  Clarach  Ceredigion  to 
Llanbedrog  Caernarfon  recorded  totals  of  404  in  February,  1028  in  November  and  1214  in 
December,  once  again  record  totals  for  Wales.  Within  these  counts  individual  site  totals 
included  a  count  of  320  at  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Est.  Meirionnydd  in  February,  723  at  the 
Dysynni  there  in  November  and  791  in  December.  In  Ceredigion  there  were  724  in  Borth 
Bay  and  209  off  Wallog  on  Dec.  19th.  Elsewhere  numbers  were  much  smaller,  with  34  off 
Rhossili  Gower  on  Feb.  4th,  75  in  Goultrop  Roads  out  of  a  total  of  123  known  to  be  in 
Pembroke  waters  in  January  and  February,  24  off  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  on  Mar.  3rd,  62  W  off 
Rhos-on-Sea  Denbigh  on  Oct.  5th  and  25  off  Amroth  Pembroke  on  Dec.  15th  the  only 
large  counts.  After  the  Sea  Empress  oil  spill  96  were  seen  moving  into  Cardigan  Bay  past 
Strumble  Head  on  Feb.  25th.  A  total  of  59  were  picked  up  oiled  after  that  spill  over  the 
whole  area  affected  (see  p.6),  of  which  19  were  dead,  mostly  in  Gower  (4),  Carmarthen 
(3)  and  Pembroke  (10).  The  only  inland  record  was  of  one  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Gower 
during  Feb.  8-1 5th. 

In  the  autumn  a  total  of  76  passed  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  between  Sept.  9th  and 
Dec.  26th,  max.  1 3  on  Oct.  30th,  and  26  flew  W  off  Port  Eynon  Gower  on  Dec.  27th. 

BLACK-THROATED  DIVER  G.  arctica  *  TROCHYDD  GYDDFDDU 

A  total  of  39-45  recorded,  23-25  in  the  early  months  until  Apr.  27th  and  16  at  the  end  of  the 
year  from  Oct.  8th,  in  Gwent  (2),  Gower  (10-12),  Carmarthen  (1),  Pembroke  (c.17), 
Ceredigion  (1),  Meirionnydd  (1),  Caernarfon  (2)  and  Anglesey  (5).  All  were  offshore 
except  for  singles  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  from  Jan.  6  -  Feb.  21st  and,  in  s/p,  from  Nov. 
21st  -  Dec.  15th  and  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Gower  on  Oct.  21st.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

5  16  6  2  8  6  4 

GREAT  NORTHERN  DIVER  G.  immer*  TROCHYDD  MAWR 

Small  numbers  wintering  or  on  passage  round  the  coast  at  each  of  the  year,  with  c.30  in  the 
early  months  until  Mar.  15th  and  c.83  from  Sept.  20th.  Birds  were  recorded  in  Gower  (8), 
Carmarthen  (5),  Pembroke  (c.73,  of  which  7  were  picked  up  oiled  after  the  Sea  Empress 
spill),  Ceredigion  (4),  Meirionnydd  (4),  Caernarfon  (13),  Anglesey  (4),  Denbigh  (1)  and 
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Flint  (1).  In  Pembroke  spring  passage  at  Skomer  involved  1 1  birds  between  Feb.  28th  and 
Mar.  15th  and  autumn  passage  involved  30  past  Strumble  Head  between  Sept.  20th  -  Dec. 
4th,  max.  8  on  Oct.  29th.  There  were  also  8  at  Dinas  Dinlle  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  29th. 
Inland  there  was  one  at  Ty  Mawr  Res.  Denbigh  from  Oct.  30th  -  Nov.  7th.  Approximate 
monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

10  16  12  0  7  35  19  21 


LITTLE  GREBE  Tachybaptus  ruficollis  GWYACH  FACH 

Breeding  counts  received  were:  Gower:  a  pair  reared  3  young  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  and 
birds  present  in  2  other  sites;  Pembroke:  a  further  extension  of  the  breeding  range  was 
indicated  by  pairs  in  3  new  sites;  Ceredigion:  birds  noted  at  5  sites  in  the  breeding  season; 
Brecon:  breeding  noted  at  6  sites  with  7  pairs  altogether,  raising  a  min.  total  of  1 1  young. 
One  pair  probably  bred  at  Llangorse  Lake  but  at  least  2  sites  were  not  used;  Radnor: 
successful  breeding  noted  at  the  Begwyns  and  Evenjobb  only;  Montgomery:  single  pairs 
bred  at  2  sites;  Anglesey:  several  pairs  breeding  at  both  Llyn  Alaw  and  Llyn  Cefni,  3-4  at 
Cors  Erddreiniog  and  2  at  Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB  and  bred  Llyn  Traffwll;  Denbigh: 
present  at  Erddig  in  April  and  a  pair  with  one  young  at  Dolwen  Res.;  Flint:  a  pair  with  2 
young  at  Flint  Industrial  estate.  These  are  not  complete  censuses  but  give  some  ideal  of 
distribution  and  status. 

GREAT  CRESTED  GREBE  Podiceps  cristatus  GWYACH  FAWR  GOPOG 

As  usual  Cardigan  Bay  held  the  largest  wintering  concentration,  with  coordinated  counts 
(see  under  Red-throated  Diver)  recording  133  in  February,  198  in  November  and  228  in 
December  but  there  was  an  absolute  max.  of  292  in  Borth  Bay  Ceredigion  on  Dec.  29th. 
Elsewhere  the  largest  flock  in  the  Bay  was  of  100  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Est.  in  November. 
In  the  Dee  Est.  Flint  56  around  Bagillt  Bank  on  Aug.  8th  increased  to  a  peak  of  223  on  Oct. 
21st  but  there  were  fewer  than  40  there  in  November  and  December.  There  were  also 
significant  flocks  wintering  off  the  Gower  coast,  with  max.  of  40  off  Blackpill  in  January 
and  65  in  December  and  42  off  Aberavon  in  November  and  80  in  December  and  off 
Denbigh,  with  67  between  Pensarn  and  Kinmel  Bay  on  Feb.  4th.  In  Pembroke  23  in 
Fishguard  Harbour  in  the  early  months  was  a  county  record. 

Breeding  records  received  were:  Gower:  5  pairs  bred  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.; 
Carmarthen:  a  pair  failed  at  Usk  Res.;  Pembroke:  a  pair  nested  at  Llys  y  Fran  Res.  but 
lost  its  clutch  of  2  eggs,  the  second  breeding  record  for  the  county;  Ceredigion:  present  at 
one  site  but  no  young  seen;  Brecon:  5  pairs  reared  a  total  of  9  young  and  one  failed  at 
Llangorse  Lake  but  elsewhere  4  pairs  failed  at  3  sites  because  of  low  water  levels;  Radnor: 
pairs  at  Llyn  Heilyn  and  Llanbwchllyn  but  only  the  former  was  successful;  Montgomery:  a 
total  of  8  pairs  bred  at  4  sites  but  6  failed  including  all  5  at  Lake  Vyrnwy.  The  other  2  reared 
a  total  of  3  young;  Caernarfon:  a  nest  with  2  eggs  on  Llyn  Cwellyn  was  the  only  report; 
Anglesey:  breeding  noted  at  Llyn  Alaw  (5-6  pairs),  Llyn  Cefni  (2  pairs)  and  Llyn  Traffwll; 
Denbigh:  single  pairs  with  2  young  at  Dolwen  Res.  and  Llyn  Bran;  Flint:  a  pair  with  2 
young  at  Llyn  Helyg. 

RED-NECKED  GREBE  P.  grisegena *  GWYACH  YDDFGOCH 

1995:  In  Gwent  single  birds  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on  May  14th  (in  s/p)  and  Goldcliff  Pill  on 
Oct.  3rd. 
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1996:  All  records  are  listed;  they  include  an  exceptional  influx  in  February.  Gwent:  one  at 
Llandegfedd  Res.  on  Feb.  14th;  Gower:  one  at  Blackpill  on  Sept.  26th;  Carmarthen:  one  at 
Burry  Port  over  Dec.  27th-28th;  Pembroke:  c.14  altogether  in  the  early  months  with  none 
in  January  but  at  least  12  in  February,  when  there  were  up  to  4  in  Fishguard  Harbour  from 
9- 17th,  3  at  the  Gann  from  17th- 18th  and  3  oiled  birds  collected  from  the  Sea  Empress  oil 
spill  (see  page  6).  Inland  there  were  singles  at  Llys  y  Fran  Res.  on  1 1th,  Penberis  Res.  from 
14th-24th  and  Heathfield  GP  on  Mar.  9th.  The  last  record  was  for  Apr.  7th;  Ceredigion:  one 
off  Ynyslas  on  Mar.  1st;  Caernarfon:  singles  off  Bardsey  on  Feb.  10th  and  Bangor  on  17th; 
Denbigh:  one  inland  at  Gresford  Flash  from  Feb.  25th  -  Mar.  19th;  Flint:  one  off  Point  of 
Ayr  from  Jan.  13th  -  Feb.  15th.  In  Anglesey  3+  during  February/March. 


SLAVONIAN  GREBE  P.  auritus*  GWYACH  GORNIOG 

A  scatter  of  records  around  the  coast  and  inland  at  both  ends  of  the  year,  with  c.79  birds 
altogether,  in  Gwent  (1),  Gower  (15),  Carmarthen  (4),  Pembroke  (13),  Ceredigion  (4), 
Radnor  (1),  Meirionnydd  (28+),  Caernarfon  (1),  Anglesey  (11),  Denbigh  (1)  and  Flint 
(1 ).  The  main  groups  were  up  to  3  off  Whiteford  Point  Gower  during  January  and  February 
and  up  to  5  there  from  Nov.  17th,  up  to  16  in  the  Dwryryd/Glaslyn  Est.  Meirionnydd 
during  January-March  and  12  in  November/December  and  up  to  9  in  Beddmanarch  Bay 
Anglesey  during  January  and  February.  On  Mar.  31st  2+  pairs  in  full  or  partial  s/p  were 
displaying  off  Morfa  Harlech  Meirionnydd.  There  were  unusual  numbers  inland  with 
singles  at  Ynysyfro  Res.  Gwent  on  Feb.  28th,  Llyn  Eiddwen  Ceredigion  from  15-25th, 
Llandrindod  Wells  Lake  Radnor  from  11 -14th,  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey  on  Mar.  7th  and 
Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Gower  on  Oct.  12th,  with  2  on  Dec.  29th.  Approximate  monthly  totals 
were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

16  29  23  4  1  2  21  17 
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BLACK-NECKED  GREBE  P.  nigricollis *  GWYACH  YDDFDDU 

1995:  Gwent:  2  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on  Aug.  21st  and  one  on  Dec.  27th. 

1996:  All  records  were:  Gwent:  one  in  s/p  at  Ynysyfro  Res.  over  Apr.  25-26th; 
Meirionnydd:  one  in  the  Dwryrd/Glaslyn  Est.  in  February  and  2  in  November  and 
December;  Anglesey:  singles  in  Beddmanarch  Bay  from  Feb.  11 -2 1st,  Llyn  Traffwll  on 
Apr.  26th  and  Sept.  14th  and  26th. 

FULMAR  Fulmarus  glacialis  ADERYN-DRYCIN  Y  GRAIG 

Counts  of  apparently  occupied  breeding  sites  were  recorded  as  follows:  Gower:  Bacon  Hole 
one,  Great  Tor  one,  Yellow  Top  4,  Thurba  Head  4,  Devil’s  Truck  4,  Lewis  Castle  6, 
Rhossili  6  and  Worms  Head  one;  Pembroke:  a  complete  county  survey  found  1417,  a  4.5% 
increase  compared  to  1985-87.  Annually  monitored  sites  showed  the  largest  increase  on 
Ramsey  (+13%)  but  a  5.5%  decline  on  Skomer  cf  1995.  Breeding  performance  indicated 
was  0.61  young/pair.  No  direct  effects  from  the  Sea  Empress  oil  spill  were  observed; 
Ceredigion:  a  complete  census  recorded  437  occupied  sites  c/318  in  1987;  Caernarfon:  38 
occupied  sites  at  Bardsey,  a  further  decline  and  very  poor  breeding  success  of  0.18 
chicks/pair  noted.  No  other  Welsh  breeding  sites  reported  on,  except  that  the  species  bred  on 
Friog  cliffs  Meirionnydd. 

SOFT-PLUMAGED  PETREL  Pterodroma  sp:  *  PEDRYN  MWYTHBLU 

One  passed  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Oct.  4th,  the  first  record  for  Pembroke  and 
second  for  Wales  in  as  many  years. 

SOOTY  SHEARWATER  P.  griseus*  ADERYN-DRYCIN  DU 

In  Pembroke  a  total  of  6  off  the  islands  on  4  dates  between  Aug.  4th  and  Sept.  26th  and  45 
passing  Strumble  Head  between  Aug.  6th  and  Nov.  7th,  max.  8  on  Aug.  24th  and  Oct.  16th. 
In  Caernarfon  one  off  Bardsey  on  July  4th  was  an  early  date,  3  there  on  Sept.  27th,  one  on 
Oct.  3rd  and  3  on  4th.  Four  passed  Point  Lynas  Anglesey  on  Oct.  5th. 

MANX  SHEARWATER  P.  puffinus  ADERYN-DRYCIN  MANAW 

No  breeding  survey  was  done  in  Pembroke  but,  as  the  species  was  absent  during  the  Sea 
Empress  oil  spill,  it  was  unaffected  and  only  one  oiled  bird  was  found.  At  Strumble  Head  43 
were  noted  as  late  as  Nov.  7th  but  there  were  no  winter  records.  On  Bardsey  Caernarfon  a 
thorough  census  found  6927  apparently  occupied  burrows,  a  much  higher  figure  than  all 
previous  estimates.  Breeding  success  was  good,  averaging  0.79  chicks/pair.  The  largest 
rafting  count  was  of  4200  birds  on  July  18th.  No  other  Welsh  breeding  colonies  reported  on. 

Summer  movements  off  the  Gower  coast  included  max.  of  428  W  in  2  hrs  off  Tutt 
Head  on  May  26th,  1318  W  off  Port  Eynon  Point  in  2.5  hrs  on  June  29th  and  377  E  in  2  hrs 
there  on  July  6th.  There  were  extraordinary  numbers  in  Borth  Bay  Ceredigion  in  late  July, 
with  c. 25, 000-30,000  on  the  20th.  The  influx  coincided  with  the  presence  of  large  Sand  Eel 
shoals;  1000  per  hour  were  passing  Mwnt  on  Aug.  4th.  There  were  4000  off  Aberdysynni 
Meirionnydd  on  June  8th  and  the  peak  count  at  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  was  1 128  W  on  July  1st. 

MEDITERRANEAN  SHEARWATER  P.  yelkouan *  ADERYN-DRYCIN  MOR  Y  CANOLDIR 
In  Gower  one  flew  E  off  Port  Eynon  Point  on  July  25th;  in  Pembroke  singles  off 
Grassholm  on  June  2nd  and  Skokholm  on  Oct.  24th  and  a  total  of  145  passing  Strumble 
Head  on  45  dates  between  June  30th  and  Nov.  7th,  max.  33  on  Oct.  4th.  There  was  one  off 
Borth  Ceredigion  on  Aug.  18th  and,  in  Caernarfon,  an  unusual  winter  record  of  one  flying 
N  on  Jan.  5th,  one  on  Apr.  22nd  and  a  total  of  14  passing  between  Sept.  27th  and  Oct.  30th, 
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max.  8  on  Oct.  4th.  Off  Point  Lynas  Anglesey  13  between  June  28th  and  Oct.  5th,  when  10. 

STORM  PETREL  Hydrobates  pelagicus*  PEDRYN  DRYCIN 

There  were  c.100  apparently  occupied  sites  on  Skomer  Pembroke  and,  at  Bardsey 
Caernarfon,  breeding  was  suspected  at  Briw  Gerrig,  where  one  was  heard  calling  on  June 
25th  and  July  21st;  25  were  attracted  to  a  tape  lure  there  in  mid  July.  No  other  Welsh 
colonies  were  reported  on. 

As  usual  some  summer  movements  were  noted  along  the  Gower  coast  with  a  max.  of 
18  W  off  Tutt  Head  in  2.5  hrs  on  July  4th;  there  was  one  inland  there  at  Eglwys  Nunydd 
Res.  on  Oct.  29th.  There  were  singles  of  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  on  Oct.  29th  and  Nov.  5th.  See 
also  Ringing  Report  p.71. 

LEACH’S  PETREL  Oceanodroma  leucorrhoa *  PEDRYN  GYNFFON-FFORCHOG 
In  Gower  there  were  2  in  mid  Bristol  Channel  off  Mumbles  Head  in  July.  In  Pembroke  25 
passed  Strumble  Head  on  Oct.  5th,  with  singles  on  26th  and  27th  and  26  on  29th.  In 
Ceredigion  2  off  Borth  on  Oct.  30th.  Off  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  3  passed  on  Sept.  30th,  2  on 
Oct.  4th  and  5  on  29th.  Three  passed  Point  Lynas  Anglesey  on  Aug.  30th  and  2  on  Oct.  5th. 

GANNET  Morus  bassanus  HU  GAN 

Ten  oiled  birds  were  recovered  from  the  whole  area  affected  by  the  Sea  Empress  oil  spill 
(see  page  6).  On  Grassholm  Pembroke  0.4%  of  birds  showed  heavy  and  4.0%  light  oiling 
on  Apr.  7th  but  all  seen  were  clear  on  May  13th;  68-72%  of  nests  there  had  young  on  July 
20th  but  a  total  of  60  dead  juveniles  and  20  adults  were  found  entangled  in  artificial  nest 
material  on  Nov.  15th.  There  were  320  fishing  off  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  on  May  25th. 

CORMORANT  Phalacrocorax  carbo  MULFRAN 

A  total  of  23  oiled  birds  recovered  from  the  whole  area  affected  by  the  Sea  Empress  oil  spill 
(see  page  6);  22  were  dead.  A  complete  survey  in  Pembroke  found  315  pairs  in  7  colonies. 
The  largest  was  205  pairs  at  St.  Margarets  Island,  which  was  a  decline  of  10%  cf  1995, 
about  the  average  for  the  previous  3  years.  At  Green  Scar  33  nests  held  12  eggs  and  70 
young  on  July  5th.  In  Ceredigion  a  complete  census  along  the  coast  found  164  nests  c/271 
in  1987.  The  largest  colony  was  of  96  nests  at  Penderi. 

Systematic  counts  from  the  main  estuarine  and  inland  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan 

Whiteford  Point 

13 

27 

24 

28 

14 

50 

60 

90 

88 

58 

36 

25 

Port  Talbot  Docks 

82 

26 

30 

11 

8 

8 

29 

57 

63 

17 

20 

43 

Queen’s  Dock  Swansea 

37 

36 

92 

73 

31 

52 

45 

Blue  Pool  Bay 

43 

31 

24 

76 

53 

35 

51 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

14 

12 

10 

25 

6 

3 

10 

18 

25 

51 

15 

24 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

13 

2 

7 

10 

3 

7 

9 

9 

15 

21 

18 

27 

T/T/G 

26 

21 

27 

21 

16 

24 

26 

30 

151 

52 

19 

17 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

48 

11 

38 

50 

28 

17 

42 

Teifi  Est. 

11 

14 

10 

13 

6 

10 

4 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

82 

49 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas 

43 

8 

10 

180 

257 

1 

14 

14 

Dysynni 

8 

19 

9 

35 

36 

38 

95 

214 

155 

61 

6 

Flint  Oakenholt 

75 

32 

42 

16 

1 

9 

16 

71 

126 

102 

85 

One  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  sinensis  at  Llanrhidian  Gower  on  Apr.  6th. 
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SHAG  P.  aristotelis  MULFRAN  WERDD 

A  total  of  22  oiled  birds  were  collected  from  the  whole  area  affected  by  the  Sea  Empress  oil 
spill  (see  page  6).  Breeding  counts  were:  Gower:  a  pair  bred  at  Mewslade,  rearing  one 
young;  Pembroke:  a  complete  census  found  1 1 1  pairs  in  19  sites,  the  largest  being  37  pairs 
at  Middleholm.  A  50%  decline  was  noted  cf  1995  between  Milford  Haven  and  Caldey,  the 
area  most  badly  oiled.  Elsewhere  numbers  were  stable;  Ceredigion:  a  complete  survey  of 
the  coast  found  only  35  nests  cf  61  in  1987;  Caernarfon:  18  pairs  bred  at  Bardsey,  with  1.9 
chicks  fledging  per  pair. 

Coordinated  counts  in  Cardigan  Bay  (see  under  Red-throated  Diver)  recorded  totals  of 
157  in  February,  187  in  November  and  209  in  December. 

BITTERN  Botaurus  stellaris*  ADERYN  Y  BWN 

1995.  One  at  Llanwem  Gwent  on  Dec.  9th,  making  18-19  birds  in  all. 

1996.  A  total  of  16  recorded  in  Gower  (3),  Carmarthen  (6),  Pembroke  (3),  Ceredigion 
(1),  Anglesey  (2)  and  Flint  (1).  Monthly  totals  were  Jan.  (5),  Feb.  (5),  Mar.  (3),  Apr.  (1), 
Nov.  (1)  and  Dec.  (5). 

LITTLE  EGRET  Egretta  garzetta*  CREYR  BACH 

Present  throughout  the  year.  In  Pembroke  6  were  seen  displaying  at  a  heronry  in  March  and 
2  pairs  subsequently  appeared  to  have  nests,  of  which  one  may  have  incubated  eggs.  This 
was  not  proved  however  and  no  young  were  ever  seen.  Otherwise  birds  were  seen  in  all 
counties  supplying  records  but  the  main  site  was,  as  usual,  the  Burry  Inlet,  where  monthly 
max.  were  as  follows: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

Burry  S  5  3  9  13  1  8  3  6  29  24 

Penclacwydd  4  5  5  6  1  2  9  21  21  23  14  5 

Upper  Loughor  1  1  1  1  8  3  4  3  3 

How  much  these  counts  overlap  is  unknown  but  the  highest  single  count  was  of  25 
between  the  Upper  Loughor  and  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  on  Sept.  7th. 

Outside  the  above  records  recorded  in  Gwent  (2-3),  Gower  (4),  Carmarthen  (4-6), 
Pembroke  (c.52),  Ceredigion  (c.6),  Brecon/Radnor  (1),  Montgomery  (1),  Meirionnydd 
(4),  Caernarfon  (5),  Anglesey  (2),  Denbigh  (2)  and  Flint  (2).  Monthly  totals  for  these 
records  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

25  21  21  16  11  3  2  7  5  4  22  21 

The  total  number  of  birds  involved  is  increasingly  difficult  to  assess  but  cannot  be  less 
105-125  individuals  including  those  suspected  of  breeding.  This  species  would  repay  a 
properly  co-ordinated  count. 

GREAT  WHITE  EGRET  E.  alba  CREYR  MA  WR  G  WYN 

1995:  One  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  Gwent  on  June  28th  was  almost  certainly  the  bird  seen 
at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  the  previous  day  ( Welsh  Bird  Report  9(  1995):  13). 

1996:  One  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  on  Sept.  30th. 

GREY  HERON  Ardea  cinerea  CREYR  GLAS 

1995:  A  total  of  159-161  occupied  nests  found  in  8  colonies  in  Gwent;  2  colonies,  at  Pant- 
y-Goitre  and  Piercefield,  held  over  30  nests  and  that  at  Whitson  held  44. 

1996:  Colony  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Gower:  52  nests  in  8  colonies,  a  further 
small  increase  compared  with  1995.  The  largest  colony  was  of  1 1  nests  at  Gowerton: 
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Pembroke:  28  nests  in  5  colonies.  None  bred  at  Slebech  for  the  first  time  since  1894; 
Ceredigion:  the  annual  census  found  79  nests  in  11  colonies;  Brecon:  53  nests  in  5 
colonies,  the  largest  of  17  at  Ashford.  Montgomery:  40  nests  in  5  colonies;  Anglesey:  61 
nests  in  10  colonies;  Denbigh:  the  colony  at  Lleweni  Hall  had  a  max.  of  26  birds;  there 
were  13  young  there  on  June  1st.  No  other  Welsh  colonies  reported  on.  See  also  page  63. 

PURPLE  HERON  A  purpurea  *  CREYR  PORFFOR 

1992:  In  Gwent  singles  at  Caerleon  on  May  3rd  and  St.  Brides  on  24th. 

1996:  One  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Nov.  27th. 

WHITE  STORK  Ciconia  ciconia  C1CONIA  GWYN 

1995:  One  flew  W  over  Rhos-on-Sea  Denbigh  on  Apr.  30th,  probably  that  recorded  at 
Bardsey  the  following  day. 

1996:  One  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  Gwent  on  Nov.  9th  was  presumed  the  same  as  that  at 
Sker  Glamorgan  (E)  over  10- 12th.  It  was  perhaps  an  escape  from  Bristol  Zoo,  which  lost  2 
unmarked  birds  in  the  autumn. 

GLOSSY  IBIS  Plegadis  falcinellus *  CRYMANBIG  DDU 

One  at  Marloes  Mere  Pembroke  on  June  16th. 

SPOONBILL  Platalea  leucorodia*  FFWYBIG 

There  were  records  involving  14-15  birds  as  follows:  Gwent:  an  adult  at  Peterstone/ 
Wentlooge  from  May  15-1 8th;  Gower:  singles  at  Blackpill  on  May  13th  and  Whiteford 
Marsh  on  Sept.  28th;  Carmarthen:  the  immature  at  Penclacwydd  at  the  end  of  1995  stayed 
to  May  12th  and  different  adults  there  from  May  15-2 1st  and  June  18- 19th.  An  immature 
flew  N  over  Taliaris  and  later  between  Pumpsaint  and  Lampeter  on  July  4th  and  one  at 
Cydweli  marsh  on  21st;  Pembroke:  singles  at  Skokholm  on  May  1st  and  Sept.  21st  and  at 
Skomer  from  June  6-1 2th;  Ceredigion:  one  near  Ynyslas  on  July  5th;  Meirionnydd:  one  at 
Broadwater/Tonfannau  Pond  Dysynni  from  July  7- 14th;  Anglesey:  one  at  Llyn  Alaw  on 
Apr.  2nd;  Flint:  one  at  Gronant  on  May  15th. 

MUTE  SWAN  Cygnus  olor  ALARCH  DOF 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Gower:  1 1  pairs  bred  in  8  sites  but  fledged  only  17 
young  altogether;  Brecon:  of  a  county  total  of  1 1  breeding  pairs  in  5  sites,  4  raised  20  young 
and  7  failed;  Montgomery:  5  breeding  pairs  noted  at  2  sites;  Anglesey:  pairs  bred  at  at  least  4 
sites;  Denbigh:  breeding  noted  at  Erddig;  Flint:  pairs  bred  at  Flint  Industrial  estate  and  Llyn 
Helyg,  rearing  4  young.  Systematic  counts  at  10  sites  are  tabulated  as  monthly  max.: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower 

Port  Talbot  Docks 

6 

6 

8 

5 

8 

16 

15 

10 

20 

14 

1 

4 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

1 

5 

3 

2 

43 

33 

24 

16 

6 

1 

Carmarthen 

Penclacwydd 

11 

19 

11 

8 

13 

19 

7 

6 

6 

11 

7 

5 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

29 

40 

31 

34 

39 

34 

33 

Ceredigion  Teifi  Est. 

20 

19 

11 

14 

34 

46 

24 

38 

11 

6 

Brecon  Glasbury 

75 

63 

98 

63 

28 

33 

64 

80 

Llangorse  Lake 

90 

60 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas 

18 

13 

9 

15 

2 

7 

14 

7 

Dysynni 

2 

4 

3 

6 

10 

7 

14 

12 

18 

0 

0 

Flint  Shotwick 

50 

14 


BEWICK’S  SWAN  C.  columbianus*  ALARCH  BEWICK 

All  records  were:  Carmarthen:  11  at  Dryslwyn  on  Jan.  4th  and  Carmarthen  on  5th,  13-16 
in  the  Tywi  valley  between  Cilsan  Bridge  and  Dryslwyn  from  Feb.  1  -27th,  4  at  Ginst  Point 
from  Jan.  17-Mar.  13th  and  8  at  Dryslwyn  on  Dec.  24th  increasing  to  14  on  31st; 
Pembroke:  singles  at  Trefeidden  from  Jan.  l-2nd  and  the  Gann  on  Nov.  20th  and  5  at 
Marletwy  on  30th;  Ceredigion:  8  at  Borth  from  Jan.  10-Mar.  10th,  49  passage  birds  through 
the  Dyfi  Est.  on  Mar.  5th  and  50  on  6th.  Singles  at  Pond  yr  Oerfa  from  Jan.  10-24th  and 
Mar.  3rd  and  Tregaron  on  Feb.  1st  and  Mar.  16th  perhaps  involved  only  one  bird;  Brecon/ 
Carmarthen:  4  (+  one  dead)  at  Usk  Res.  on  Jan.  10th  and  still  3  on  Feb.  14th;  Brecon/ 
Radnor:  at  Glasbury  max.  of  Jan.  (4),  Feb.  (7)  and  20  on  Mar.  17th;  Brecon:  20  over 
Carngafallt  on  Mar.  4th;  Radnor:  3  at  Pwll  Patti  on  Dec.  19th;  Meirionnydd:  3  at  Llyn 
Cwm  Mynach  on  Jan.  11th,  4  there  from  Nov.  30-Dec.  6th  and  5  at  the  Glaslyn  marshes  in 
December;  Anglesey:  5  at  various  localities  from  Jan.  l-23rd  were  probably  one  party,  2  at 
Llyn  Cefni  on  25th,  4  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Oct.  26th  and  2  on  29th  and  Dec.  27th;  Denbigh:  3 
near  Rhyl  Feb.  22nd;  Flint:  55  at  Shotwick  from  Jan.  1  -7th  and  4  at  Connah’s  Quay  on 
Nov.  12th. 

i 

WHOOPER  SWAN  C.  cygnus*  ALARCH  Y  GOGLEDD 

The  main  wintering  groups  recorded  were:  Ceredigion:  max.  of  19  in  the  Ystrad  Caron/ 
Cors  Caron  area  on  Mar.  1 0th  and  5  on  Nov.  1st  and  max.  of  5  at  Devil's  Bridge  Lakes  on 
Mar.  5th;  Montgomery:  max.  of  15  at  Aberhafesp  on  Jan.  9th  and  25  on  Nov.  16th; 
Meirionnydd/Caernarfon:  monthly  max.  in  the  Glaslyn  marshes  of  Jan.  41,  Feb.  40,  Mar. 
40,  Apr.  38,  Oct.  7,  Nov.  29,  Dec.  30;  Anglesey:  max.  in  the  Llyn  Alaw-Cefni  Res.  area 
were  48  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Jan.  20th,  48  at  Cefni  Res.  on  25th,  24  there  on  Nov.  1 1th  and  30 
at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Dec.  10th.  There  were  6  at  Llyn  Maelog  on  Apr.  12th  and  32  at  Llyn 
Gwylog  on  Nov.  21st  and  27th. 

Elsewhere  a  wide  scatter  of  records  until  Apr.  19th  and  from  Oct.  5th  gave  approximate 
monthly  totals  of: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

4  7  8  3  11  25  28 

BEAN  GOOSE  Anserfabalis *  GWYDD  Y  LLAFUR 

One  at  the  Ogmore  Est.  Glamorgan  (E)  on  Jan.  22nd  was  probably  the  same  as  one  at  the 
Nedem  Floods  Gwent  on  31st,  moving  to  the  Mathern  shore  over  Feb.  10- 18th.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  singles  at  Ffairfach  Carmarthen  on  Dec.  24th  and  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey  on  27th 
both  stayed  into  1997. 

PINK-FOOTED  GOOSE  A.  brachyrhynchus *  GWYDD  DROED-BINC 

All  records  were:  Ceredigion:  one  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  from  Jan.  1-Mar.  27th,  with  2  from  then 
until  Apr.  21st  and  4  on  Mar.  8th;  Anglesey:  52  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Jan.  15th,  136  there  on 
Feb.  17th,  25  on  Mar.  8th  and  38  on  Dec.  16th.  There  were  3  at  Llyn  Treflesg  on  Feb.  28th 
and  9  at  Llyn  Traffwll  on  Dec.  29th;  Denbigh:  2  E  at  Rhos-on-Sea  on  May  1st;  Flint:  39  at 
Talacre  on  Jan.  1st  departed  E  and  2  flew  over  Oakenholt  Marsh  on  Dec.  17th. 

WHITE-FRONTED  GOOSE  A.  albifrons*  GWYDD  DALCEN-WEN 

The  wintering  flock  of  the  race  flavirostris  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  was  present  until  Apr.  21st  and 
from  Oct.  1st,  with  max.  of  147  in  the  early  months  and  124  at  the  end  of  the  year.  There 
were  also  significant  numbers  of  this  race  in  Anglesey  in  the  early  months,  with  28-33 
present  at  Llyn  Alaw  from  Jan.  14-Mar.  8th,  18  at  Porth  Cwyfan  on  Feb.  15th,  10  at  Llyn 
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Treflesg  on  28th  and  18  at  Llyn  Traffwll  on  Mar.  10th  and  19th.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there 
was  one  at  Llyn  Alaw  from  October  to  December,  with  3  on  Oct.  17th.  The  wintering  flock 
of  the  race  albifrons  at  Dryslwyn  Carmarthen  continued  to  diminish  rapidly,  with  max. 
counts  of  Jan.  (5),  Feb.  (5)  and  Mar.  (18).  None  appeared  in  the  winter  of  1996/97  save  a 
party  of  12  on  Mar.  l-2nd  1997. 

Elsewhere  a  widespread  scatter  of  records  gave  approximate  monthly  totals  of: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

flavirostris 

1 

1 

17 

3 

albifrons 

5-6 

5-6 

5-6 

race  unknown 

39 

7 

18 

1 

113 

6 

GREYLAG  GOOSE  A.  anser  GWYDD  WYLLT 

Feral  populations  are  well  established  in  Wales  and  breed.  The  main  flocks  recorded  were: 
Carmarthen:  present  at  Ginst  Point  until  May  and  from  September  to  November,  with 
max.  of  32  in  February  and  50  in  October;  Ceredigion:  the  max.  for  the  Llyn  Eiddwen  flock 
were  80  in  September  and  70  in  November.  At  Ynyshir  a  max.  of  63  on  Oct.  1st; 
Meirionnydd:  max.  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Est.  of  52  in  February  and  63-65  from  October; 
Denbigh:  at  Lleweni  Hall  2  groups  of  30  (+  6  young)  and  38  on  May  10th,  2  creches  of  18 
and  40  young  on  24th,  60  young  and  36  adults  on  June  1st  and  91  on  July  8th. 

Possibly  wild  birds  were  one  on  Newgale  Marsh  Pembroke  on  Jan.  1st  and  2  in 
Ramsey  Sound  on  29th,  2  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  3rd  and  13  arriving  at  Bardsey 
Caernarfon  in  a  blizzard  on  27th. 

CANADA  GOOSE  Branta  canadensis  GWYDD  CANADA 

Monthly  max.  for  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

349 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

640 

681 

113 

534 

682 

667 

621 

610 

Newcastle  Emlyn 

160 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

430 

450 

Glasbury 

166 

Montgomery 

Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas 

400 

Meirionnydd  D’Glas 

132 

71 

71 

113 

120 

Flint  Oakenholt 

630 

260 

0 

560 

580 

250 

A  count  of  367  at  Shotwick  Flint  on  Jan.  7th  was  presumably  the  Oakenholt  flock.  A 
party  of  50  on  the  R.  Clwyd  between  Rhyl  and  Rhuddlan  Denbigh  on  Feb.  22nd  included  8 
very  small  and  dark-bellied  birds. 

BARNACLE  GOOSE  B.  leucopsis*  GWYDD  WYRAN 

All  records  were:  Pembroke:  3  at  Trefeiddan  on  Apr.  10th,  2  at  Fishguard  from  Sept.  12- 
22nd  and  one  at  Little  Milford  on  Nov.  17th;  Ceredigion:  16  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  from  January 
to  March  and  27  from  Nov.  29th;  Brecon:  one  at  Llangorse  from  Feb.  16-May  5th  and 
Glasbury  on  May  11th;  Montgomery:  3  at  Morfa  Dyfi  NR  on  Apr.  15th;  Meirionnydd: 
singles  with  Canada  Geese  on  the  Glaslyn  marshes  in  January  and  February,  2  in  July  and 
one  in  November.  One  on  the  Mawddach  on  Oct.  16th;  Anglesey:  5  at  Llyn  Llywenan  on 
Mar.  27th  and  up  to  5  at  Llyn  Alaw  during  the  autumn/winter;  Flint:  8  with  Canada  Geese 
at  Oakenholt  on  Oct.  13th,  5  regularly  in  November  and  2  on  Dec.  10th.  How  many  of  these 
birds  were  feral  or  wild  is  unknown. 
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BRENT  GOOSE  B.  bernicla 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  site,  the  Burry  Inlet  Gower,  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

970  750  895  140  215  655  790  755 

A  single  bird  was  present  in  July  and  August. 

Elsewhere  a  scatter  of  small  flocks  around  the  coast,  max.  88  at  Broughton  Bay 
Gower,  where  present  until  April,  on  Feb.  29th  and  80  on  Nov.  30th.  There  were  no  inland 
records.  Approximate  monthly  totals  are  tabulated: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

bernicla 

50 

6 

25 

23 

1 

3 

22 

8 

1 

hr ota 

8 

8 

49 

5 

0 

0 

40 

6 

6 

race  unknown 

3 

111 

12 

0 

6 

93 

29 

SHELDUCK  Tadorna  tadorna  HWYADEN  YR  EITHIN 


Present  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  but  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  400  at 
least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available.  See  also  note  on  page  76. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Burry  (S) 

1065 

900 

580 

375 

75 

85 

40 

65 

25 

285 

775 

1055 

Carmarthen  T/T/G 

485 

100 

269 

143 

118 

89 

40 

17 

23 

27 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

976 

104 

703 

15 

101 

138 

470 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

177 

264 

356 

261 

237 

260 

80 

76 

19 

7 

72 

164 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

184 

123 

194 

112 

490 

185 

331 

90 

556 

451 

660 

713 

C.300  were  affected  by  the  Sea  Empress  oil  spill  (see  page  6)  in  the  Cleddau  Est., 
where  many  departed  as  the  oil  spread. 


In  Gower  there  were  max.  counts  of  young  of  7  at  Blackpill  and,  around  the  Burry 
Inlet,  30  at  Penclawdd  on  July  31st,  10  at  Berthlwyd,  26  at  Weobley  on  Aug.  1st  and  38 
there  on  31st.  In  Pembroke  25  broods  totalling  217  ducklings  were  counted  in  the  Cleddau 
Est.,  the  best  breeding  season  for  6  years,  perhaps  because  of  a  decline  in  foxes. 

WIGEON  Anas  penelope  CHWIWELL 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  200  at  least  once)  are  tabulated 
as  available.  See  also  page  76. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Burry  (S) 

1870 

1095 

880 

2355 

2065 

1970 

21 15 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

409 

456 

211 

1600 

1050 

737 

775 

Upper  Loughor 

392 

63 

3 

95 

220 

124 

T/T/G 

653 

41 

187 

75 

31 

Dryslwyn 

250 

500 

330 

300 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

3413 

103 

667 

946 

3081 

3351 

3276 

Ceredigion  Teifi  Est. 

225 

120 

158 

80 

194 

167 

230 

Dyfi  Est. 

3818 

1592 

490 

1001 

1973 

1485 

3878 

Meirionnydd  D’Glas 

665 

1400 

500 

300 

600 

1500 

960 

Dysynni 

2007 

1002 

150 

100 

500 

750 

Mawddach 

657 

443 

185 

631 

Anglesey  Llyn  Alaw 

1012 

498 

462 

194 

238 

All 

576 

Denbigh  R.  Clwyd 

460 

Flint  Oakenholt 

190 

190 

220 

140 

670 

650* 

*Low  tide  count  at  Bagillt  Bank  off  Flint. 

There  were  also  200  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  in  February.  One  at  Llyn  Alaw 
Anglesey  on  May  13th  and  3  on  July  19th  and  a  male  summered  at  the  Teifi  Est. 
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Ceredigion. 

AMERICAN  WIGEON  A.  americana  *  CHWIWELL  AMERICA 

The  male  at  the  Conwy  Est.  Caernarfon  remained  until  Mar.  15th  and  returned  on  Oct.  7th, 
staying  into  1997. 

GADWALL  A.  strepera  HWYADEN  LWYD 

In  Anglesey  bred  at  Llyn  Alaw  but  other  sites  not  reported  on.  The  only  other  site  to  report 
breeding  season  records  was  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen,  with  7  in  June.  As  usual  small 
wintering  or  passage  groups  recorded  throughout  Wales,  with  records  from  every  county 
providing  records  except  Radnor  and  Montgomery.  Flocks  of  10  or  more  were  noted  in 
Gower,  with  a  max.  of  20  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  in  December,  Carmarthen,  with  max.  of 
41  at  Penclacwydd  in  January  and  22  December  and  12  at  Witchett  Pool  in  February  and  14 
in  November,  Pembroke,  with  22  at  the  Esso  refinery  Herbranston  in  the  early  months  and 
23  at  the  end  of  the  year,  when  also  11  at  Marloes  Mere,  Brecon,  with  10  at  Llangorse  Lake 
in  December  and  Anglesey,  with  18  at  Llyn  Traffwll  on  Mar.  10th  and  a  max.  of  23  at  Llyn 
Alaw  on  Nov.  20th. 

TEAL  A.  crecca  CORHWYADEN 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  200  at  least  once)  are 
tabulated  as  available;  numbers  in  many  areas  seemed  low.  See  also  note  on  page  76. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Burry  (S) 

285 

760 

45 

255 

210 

1650 

1665 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

215 

175 

108 

350 

255 

190 

1000 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

2074 

1 120 

791 

91 

406 

983 

2217 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

231 

126 

42 

49 

127 

229 

231 

Teifi  Est. 

253 

191 

127 

42 

112 

217 

151 

Cors  Caron 

250 

152 

70 

100 

145 

Meirionnydd  D'Glas 

32 

45 

52 

22 

79 

400 

585 

Anglesey  Llyn  Alaw 

918 

338 

706 

Flint  Oakenholt 

360 

198 

100 

780 

2500 

1000 

433* 

*Low  tide  count  at  Bagillt  Bank  off  Flint. 

There  were  also  max.  of  200  at  Glasbury  Brecon  in  January  and  February,  170  at 
Dryslwyn  Carmarthen  in  November  and  483  at  Llyn  Cefni  Anglesey  in  October. 

C.6  pairs  bred  at  Ynyshir  Ceredigion  and  bred  also  at  Cors  Fochno  and  Cors  Caron. 
But,  although  present  at  a  few  hill  lakes  in  the  county  in  spring,  it  was  noticably  absent  from 
some  occupied  regularly  in  the  past.  In  Brecon  there  were  breeding  season  records  from  the 
Elenydd,  Mynydd  Epynt  and  Brechfa  Pool,  where  a  female  and  2  young  were  seen  in  July. 

Birds  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  carolinensis  in  Pembroke  at  Skokholm  from 
Apr.  15- 17th  and  Marloes  Mere  from  May  3-1 1th  were  perhaps  the  same  individuals. 

MALLARD  A.  platyrhynchos  HWYADEN  WYLLT 

Winter  flocks  of  this  common  resident  and  winter  visitor  were  widespread  throughout 
Wales.  Monthly  max.  for  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  500  at  least  once)  are  tabulated 
as  available;  numbers  generally  seemed  low.  See  also  note  on  page  76. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Carmarthen  T/T/G 

64 

6 

33 

664 

283 

135 

55 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

209 

176 

158 

569 

559 

241 

576 

Meirionnydd  D'Glas 

145 

2 

77 

535 

390 

106 

240 

Flint  Oakenholt 

53 

10 

500 

150 

11 

18 


One  systematic  breeding  count  for  this  very  common  Welsh  species  was  for  27  pairs  with 
young  along  R.  Usk  from  Brecon  to  Talybont  Brecon;  the  population  was  sharply  down 
compared  to  1995.  See  also  p.63. 

PINTAIL  A.  acuta  HWYADEN  LOSTFAIN 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated 
as  available.  See  also  page  76. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Burry  (S) 

3540 

2450 

90 

130 

3200 

2050 

2350 

Carmarthen  Penclacwydd 

622 

664 

76 

197 

1211 

1502 

1178 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

330 

24 

18 

4 

67 

105 

265 

Meirionnydd  D’Glas. 

30 

48 

110 

300 

Flint  Oakenholt 

2100* 

1100* 

4 

2700 

4000* 

8000* 

3100* 

Point  of  Ayr 

296 

290 

5 

53 

131 

258 

318 

*Low  tide  counts  at  Bagillt  Bank  off  Flint.  There  were  also  200  in  the  Braint  Est.  Anglesey 
on  Dec.  24th. 

In  Pembroke  intensive  monitoring  in  the  Cleddau  Est.  revealed  a  previously 
unrecorded  spring  passage,  with  peaks  of  34  on  Feb.  24th,  44  on  Mar.  3rd  and  36  on  17th. 
Two  pairs  bred  but  failed  on  Skomer. 

GARGANEY  A.  querquedula  *  HWYADEN  ADDFAIN 

1995:  In  Gwent  there  were  one  in  May,  up  to  6  in  August  and  2  in  September,  making  a 
Welsh  total  of  44  altogether. 

1996:  A  total  of  27-29  altogether,  in  Gwent  (6),  Gower  (3),  Carmarthen  (6),  Pembroke 
(2),  Ceredigion  (1),  Montgomery  (2-3),  Anglesey  (6)  and  Flint  (1).  There  were  14-15  in 
spring  between  Mar.  7th  and  May  18th,  2  in  June  and  1 1  in  autumn  between  July  22nd  and 
Sept.  21st.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept. 

4  5-6  7  2  2  7  5 

SHOVELER  A.  clypeata  HWYADEN  LYDANBIG 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated 


as  available.  See  also  page  76. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Burry  (S) 

735 

460 

190 

70 

365 

575 

560 

Carmarthen  Penclacwydd 

496 

482 

242 

80 

168 

540 

379 

Meirionnydd  D’Glas 

48 

27 

20 

90 

70 

Small  groups  were  quite  widely  distributed  elsewhere  but  the  counts  are  very 
incomplete  this  year. 

Breeding  season  records  came  from  Pembroke,  with  a  pair  hatching  but  failing  to 
fledge  young  on  Skokholm  and  3-5  pairs  on  Skomer  and  one  at  Marloes  Mere  apparently 
failing;  Ceredigion,  where  a  pair  bred  at  Aberleri  and  Brecon,  where  a  pair  reared  at  least 
one  young  on  Llangorse  Lake. 

RED-CRESTED  POCHARD  Netta  rufrna  *  HWYADEN  GRIBGOCH 

1995:  In  Gwent  one  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on  Jan.  8th  and  4  there  from  July  8th  to  Aug.  3rd, 
then  at  Ynysyfro  Res.  from  7th  to  Oct.  14th. 

1996:  Singles  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Gower  at  intervals  from  Aug.  29-Dec.  26th  (male),  at 
Pwll  Patti  Radnor  on  Feb.  1 1th  and  at  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey  from  Dec.  3- 16th  (female). 
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POCHARD  Aythyaferina  HWYADEN  BENGOCH 

Small  groups  winter  on  many  Welsh  waters  but  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering 
sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available.  See  also  note  on  page 


76. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

170 

266 

159 

211 

107 

267 

Fendrod  Lake 

162 

140 

49 

58 

73 

106 

Carmarthen  Penclacwydd 

102 

121 

71 

41 

62 

78 

Upper  Lleidi  Res. 

110 

74 

6 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

100 

90 

70 

62 

101 

39 

Anglesey  Llyn  Cefni 

380 

79 

75 

There  were  also  161  on  Bosherston  Pools  Pembroke  in  the  January  cold  spell  and  145 
on  Llyn  Gwynant  Caernarfon  on  Feb.  2nd,  the  highest  count  yet  made  in  the  county. 


In  the  breeding  season  a  female  with  7  young  was  seen  at  Oxwich  Gower,  a  pair  was 
present  at  Marloes  Mere  Pembroke  in  late  May,  a  female  was  at  Llyn  Traeth  Bach  Brecon 
on  July  17th  and  a  female  was  seen  with  3  young  on  Llyn  Traffwll  Anglesey. 

FERRUGINOUS  DUCK  A.  nyroca*  HWYADEN LYGADWEN 

One  at  Ivor’s  Pool,  St.  Davids,  Pembroke  from  Oct.  1 5-2 1  st. 

TUFTED  DUCK  A.  fuligula  HWYADEN  GOPOG 

As  usual  small  groups  wintering  on  waters  throughout  Wales  but  major  flocks  more 
restricted  and  monthly  max.  in  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once) 


are  tabulated  as  available.  See  also  note  on  page  76. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

155 

121 

95 

89 

325 

340 

269 

183 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

140 

100 

50 

16 

90 

210 

155 

155 

Anglesey  Llyn  Alaw 

529 

72 

Breeding  or  summering  birds  were  noted  as  follows:  Gower:  bred  at  Margam  Park; 
Pembroke:  a  pair  bred  at  Marloes  Mere,  having  a  brood  on  June  24th,  which  is  not  known 
to  have  fledged.  The  first  breeding  by  wild  birds  for  the  county;  Brecon:  a  pair  probably 
bred  at  Llangorse  Lake,  where  a  pair  in  May  and  5  young  in  July  and  August.  Birds 
summered  at  3  other  sites;  Montgomery:  4-5  pairs  present  on  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas,  where  4 
small  young  seen  although  all  were  predated.  Six  pairs  on  Llyn  Meifod  were  all 
unsuccessful  if  bred;  Meirionnydd:  a  pair  at  Dol  Idris  Pool  on  Apr.  30th  and  2  pairs  on 
May  15th;  Anglesey:  bred  at  Llyn  Alaw  and  Llyn  Traffwll;  Denbigh:  a  pair  with  5  young 
on  Alwen  Res.;  Flint:  broods  of  7  and  6  at  Flint  Industrial  estate  on  Aug.  18th. 

SCAUP  A.  marila*  HWYADEN  BENDDU 

There  were  records  from  every  county  sending  records  except  Radnor.  The  records  suggest 
that  c.1245  were  present  during  January  to  March  and  144  were  noted  during  October  to 
December.  The  main  flocks  were:  Gower:  a  flock  present  in  the  Burry  Inlet  during  January 
to  March,  with  a  max.  count  of  93  (38  males)  on  Feb.  22nd.  Birds  returned  by  Nov.  28th  and 
the  flock  built  up  to  a  peak  of  30  (8  males)  by  Dec.  12th.  A  count  of  35  off  Burry  Port 
Carmarthen  on  Mar.  2nd  probably  involved  the  same  flock;  Pembroke  at  least  49  offshore 
during  January  to  March  included  14  at  Newgale;  Meirionnydd:  a  max.  of  11  in  the 
Dysynni  in  February,  when  also  37  off  Harlech;  Meirionnydd/Caernarfon:  max.  of  80  in 
the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Est.  in  February  and  30  in  December;  Denbigh:  52  off  Pensarn  beach 
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on  Jan.  3rd  and  a  total  of  784  in  3  flocks  between  Pensarn  and  Kinmel  Bay  on  Feb.  4th; 
Flint:  120  W  off  Prestatyn  on  Feb.  18th.  At  the  end  of  the  year  2  in  the  Bagillt  Bank  area  of 
Dee  Est.  on  Oct.  10th  increased  to  a  max.  of  36  on  Dec.  5th,  with  22-26  still  on  16th. 

Inland  records  were:  Gower:  1-2  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  at  intervals  from  Nov.  8-Dec. 
29th;  Ceredigion:  an  immature  at  Cors  Fochno  from  Mar.  23-June  9th;  Brecon/ 
Carmarthen:  a  party  of  5  males  and  4  females  at  Usk  Res.  on  Dec.  28th;  Brecon:  a  male 
and  a  hybrid  Scaup/Tufted  Duck  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Jan.  27th  were  perhaps  the  birds  seen 
there  in  1995;  Montgomery:  a  female  at  Pwll  Penarth  on  Feb.  25th;  Anglesey:  2  at  Llyn 
Alaw  on  Mar.  8th  and  a  female  on  Aug.  29th;  Denbigh:  a  pair  at  Ty  Mawr  Res.  on  Feb.  1- 
2nd  and  a  female  on  1 5th. 

EIDER  Somateria  mollisima  *  HWYADEN  FWYTHBLU 

Present  in  small  numbers  off  shore  throughout  the  year  and  9  live  birds  were  collected  from 
the  area  affected  by  the  Sea  Empress  oil  spill  (see  page  6).  The  monthly  max.  at  the  2  main 
sites  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

Gower  Burry  Inlet  40  40  30  75  50  100  65  95  55  70  45  85 

Meirionnydd  Dysynni  32  45  23  32  16  33  50  24  20  88  30 

Elsewhere  a  wide  scatter  of  singles  or  small  groups  totalling  no  more  than  70  altogether  but 
seen  off  all  coasts.  See  also  note  on  page  80. 

LONG-TAILED  DUCK  Clangula  hyemalis*  HWYADEN  GYNFFON  HIR 

The  few  records  were:  Carmarthen:  one  at  Machynys  until  Mar.  16th;  Pembroke:  singles 
at  Davidston  from  Jan.  3-Feb.  27th,  Newgale  on  Feb.  7th  and  Ramsey  on  Oct.  16th; 
Meirionnydd:  5  off  Tal-y-Bont  and  4  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Est.  in  February  and  3  in  the 
latter  in  March  and  November  and  6  in  December. 

COMMON  SCOTER  Melanitta  nigra  MOR-HWYADEN  DDU 

This  species  was  by  far  the  most  severely  affected  by  the  Sea  Empress  oil  spill,  as  the  oil 
rapidly  drifted  into  the  major  wintering  site  of  Carmarthen  Bay.  Altogether  1818  were 
picked  up  dead  around  the  whole  area  affected  (see  page  6),  70%  or  more  from  around  the 
Bay,  and  2753  were  recovered  alive.  One  result  of  this  trauma  was  that  a  major  programme 
of  monitoring  work  has  started,  which  included  detailed  counts  of  the  Carmarthen  Bay 
Scoter  flocks.  The  oil  spill  also  caused  major  shifts  in  wintering  distribution,  so  that 
unusually  large  numbers  moved  into  Rhossili  and  Borth  Bays.  It  is  very  likely  that  there  is 
much  duplication  in  the  figures  for  Rhossili  and  Carmarthen  Bays,  included  in  the  table 
below  of  counts  in  major  sites. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr.  May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Rhossili  Bay  50 

Carmarthen/Pembroke 

6498 

6567 

1500 

4600 

Carmarthen  Bay 

Pembroke 

2397 

8418 

10631 

10468 1246 

210 

426 

734 

1001 

3179 

4323 

1668 

St.  Brides  Bay 

Ceredigion 

610 

610 

610 

200 

800 

Borth  Bay* 

Meirionnydd 

520 

690 

414 

784 

70 

200 

100 

300 

367 

200 

Aberdyfi* 

18 

450 

22 

10 

30 

40 

35 

132 

110 

Artro* 

1697 

252 

Meirionnydd/Caernarfon 

D’Glas.* 

2053 

200 

2533 

3676 

21 


Coordinated  counts  in  Cardigan  Bay  (see  under  Red-throated  Diver)  recorded  totals  of 
6720  in  February,  3999  in  November  and  5144  in  December.  These  counts  include  the 
individual  totals  shows  for  Cardigan  Bay  sites  marked  *  in  the  table.  There  were  also 
significant  flocks  at  Oxwich  Bay  Gower,  with  a  max.  of  300+  on  Feb.  25th,  and  there  were 
1 500  along  the  length  of  Burry  Pill  on  28th,  which  included  many  oiled  birds.  There  were 
800  in  Red  Wharf  Bay  Anglesey  on  Feb.  11th. 

Inland  one  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Gower  on  Oct.  12- 13th,  2  at  Llangorse  Lake 
Brecon  on  Feb.  20th,  one  on  July  8th  and  2  on  13th,  a  male  on  Craig  Goch  Res.  Radnor  on 
14th,  6  on  Nant  y  Moch  Res.  Ceredigion  on  Aug.  2nd  and  one  at  Acton  Park  then  Gresford 
Flash  Denbigh  on  Sept.  15th. 

VELVET  SCOTER  M.  fusca  *  MOR-HWYADEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

All  records  were:  Gower:  2  off  Berges  Island  and  one  at  Oxwich  on  Feb.  26th,  2  at  Oxwich 
on  Mar.  9th,  3  in  Rhossili  Bay  on  2nd  and  2  on  3rd,  one  flying  W  off  Port  Eynon  Point  on 
Nov.  9th  and  one  in  Rhossili  Bay  on  Dec.  14th  were  all  males;  Carmarthen:  5  off  Telpyn 
Point  on  Feb.  22nd;  Pembroke:  singles  in  Fishguard  Flarbour  on  Feb.  9th  and  off  Amroth 
on  14th,  14  off  Amroth  on  Mar.  27th  and  one  at  Strumble  Head  on  Sept.  20th;  Ceredigion: 
up  to  2  in  Borth  Bay  from  Jan.  27-Apr.  5th. 
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GOLDENEYE  Bucephala  clangula  HWYADEN LYGAD-AUR 

Singles  or  small  parties  occur  in  winter  on  many  inland  and  coastal  waters  in  Wales  and  the 
monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  20  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available.  They  are  probably  very  incomplete: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

24 

41 

46 

9 

21 

24 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

36 

14 

14 

0 

7 

38 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

30 

16 

3 

3 

3 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

11 

14 

22 

9 

8 

17 

22 


Coordinated  counts  in  Cardigan  Bay  (see  under  Red-throated  Diver)  recorded  totals  of 
40  in  February,  40  in  November  and  43  in  December  but  no  individual  site  held  more  than 
17  birds.  A  female  on  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey  on  Aug.  3rd  and  3  on  Sept.  12th. 

SMEW  Mergus  albellus  *  LLEIAN  WEN 

A  total  of  31  noted,  half  of  them  in  February,  in  Gwent  (1),  Gower  (21),  Pembroke  (2), 
Ceredigion  (1),  Brecon  (2),  Anglesey  (2)  and  Flint  (2).  Birds  were  present  until  Mar.  23rd 
in  the  early  months  but  not  before  December  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  records  in  Gower 
included  up  to  8  on  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  in  February  and  3  males  together  on  Baglan  Pool 
on  Dec.  24th.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Nov.  Dec. 

13  14  7  0  12 

RED-BREASTED  MERGANSER  M.  serrator  HWYADEN  FRONGOCH 

Although  the  counts  received  are  probably  still  incomplete,  they  continue  to  give  the 
impression  of  low  numbers  wintering,  although  no  information  was  received  from  Traeth 
Lafan.  Monthly  max.  at  the  wintering  sites  for  which  systematic  counts  are  available  are 
tabulated.  In  addition  there  were  c.50  off  Rhos-on-Sea  Denbigh  on  Jan.  6th. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Burry  (S) 

15 

10 

30 

35 

4 

5 

15 

20 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

8 

2 

8 

8 

2 

4 

4 

T/T/G 

5 

4 

11 

7 

21 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

11 

3 

14 

4 

5 

7 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

11 

6 

63 

43 

35 

23 

8 

83 

85 

19 

50 

112 

Meirionnydd  D'Glas 

1 

3 

15 

27 

25 

6 

17 

Mawddach 

42 

48 

34 

50 

17 

Dysynni 

20 

27 

16 

25 

24 

25 

20 

6 

21 

26 

10 

Aberdyfi 

50 

25 

41 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

12 

6 

4 

9 

2 

10 

8 

12 

16 

Greenfield  Dock 

5-7 

5-7 

5-7 

16 

33 

Coordinated  counts  in  Cardigan  Bay  (see  under  Red-throated  Diver)  recorded  totals  of 
268  in  February,  130  in  November  and  186  in  December,  which  doubtless  include  birds 
recorded  from  Cardigan  Bay  sites  in  the  table. 

Few  breeding  records  received  but  3  pairs  bred  at  Ynyshir  Ceredigion  and  2  pairs 
prospected  nest  sites  on  the  Teifi  Est.  there  without  result,  a  pair  was  watched  displaying  at 
Talybont  Res.  Brecon  on  Apr.  21st,  pairs  bred  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB  and  Cwm  Llinau, 
Montgomery,  the  latter  losing  their  brood  to  Mink  and  broods  of  10  and  2  young  were  seen 
at  the  Dysynni  and  Tal  y  Llyn  Meirionnydd  respectively. 

GOOSANDER  M.  merganser  HWYADEN  DDANHEDDOG 

A  scatter  of  small  winter  parties  only  reported,  but  the  only  flocks  larger  than  15  birds  were 
in  Brecon,  with  32  at  Talybont  Res.  on  Jan.  28th  and  20  at  Ty  Mawr  Pool  on  Feb.  18th,  and 
Montgomery,  with  29  at  Llyndu  Meifod.  However,  a  count  along  the  R.  Wye  in  Radnor 
from  Newbridge  to  Hay  found  90  on  Feb.  4th. 

Systematic  breeding  counts  received  were:  Gower:  4  broods  totalling  13  young  noted 
on  R.  Neath  and  one  of  2  at  Aberdulais;  Brecon:  a  total  of  7  broods  along  R.  Usk  below 
Aberbran  to  the  county  boundary,  4  totalling  25  young  on  R.  Wye  at  Glasbury,  with  another 
brood  of  12  below  Builth;  Montgomery:  6  pairs  reared  21  young  on  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB. 
The  species  was  noted  as  breeding  on  all  rivers  there  and  on  the  Rs.  Ystwyth,  Rheidol  and 
Teifi  in  Ceredigion. 
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RUDDY  DUCK  Oxyura  jamaicensis*  HWYADEN  GOCH 

Breeding  records  came  from  Montgomery,  with  single  pairs  at  Gyngrog  Flash  and  Lymore 
Pool,  Anglesey,  where  bred  at  Llyn  Alaw,  Llyn  Cefni,  Cors  Erddreiniog  and  Llyn  Traffwll 
and  Flint,  where  there  were  broods  of  5  and  3  young  at  Flint  Industrial  estate.  These  records 
are  not  a  complete  estimate  of  breeding  status  and  there  were  also  breeding  season  records 
from  2  other  sites  in  2  counties. 

Substantial  winter  flocks  were  noted  only  in  Anglesey,  with  a  max.  of  156  at  Llyn 
Traffwll  on  Dec.  15th.  Elsewhere  singles  or  small  groups  of  up  to  4  only  recorded  from 

Gower,  Brecon  and  Montgomery. 

HONEY  BUZZARD  Pernis  apivorus*  BOD  Y MEL 

1995:  One  over  Trelleck  Gwent  on  May  3rd. 

1996:  Successful  breeding  again  occurred  in  Wales.  Passage  birds  were  seen  in  Pembroke, 
with  one  in  off  the  sea  at  Porth  Lisky  on  Apr.  28th  and  singles  at  Skokholm  on  June  6th  and 
Slebech  on  Aug.  20th,  Brecon,  with  one  on  June  26th,  Caernarfon,  with  singles  at  Bardsey 
on  June  1 5th  and  July  20th,  and  Anglesey  with  one  over  the  Braint  Est.  on  Apr.  20th. 

RED  KITE  Milvus  milvus*  BARCUD 

At  least  158  territorial  pairs  were  located,  of  which  129  were  proved  to  breed.  Of  these  90 
reared  young,  in  69  broods  of  one,  17  broods  of  2  and  4  broods  of  3;  two  other  young  were 
rescued  from  failed  nests  and  reared  with  natural  broods  of  one.  Of  the  41  pairs  which 
failed,  6  lost  small  young,  14  nests  expired  during  or  soon  after  hatching,  5  clutches  failed  to 
hatch  after  full  term  incubation,  largely  due  to  infertility,  4  were  robbed  and  one  failed  to 
disturbance,  one  nest  collapsed  and  the  cause  of  8  was  unknown.  For  the  remaining  2  the 
male  died,  the  eggs  were  hatched  under  bantams  and  the  young  fostered  by  other  pairs.  At 
least  half  the  29  non-laying  pairs  built  nests  and,  besides  territorial  pairs,  at  least  122  other 
individuals  were  recognised  in  the  spring,  making  a  total  spring  population  of  over  430 
birds.  In  August,  allowing  for  known  casualties  the  total  was  c.550.  Although  this  represents 
only  a  small  increase  compared  to  1995  (+7%),  the  breeding  range  has  continued  to  expand, 
with  breeding  season  records  from  10  vice-counties  and  successful  breeding  in  8,  in  2  of 
which  young  were  reared  for  the  first  time  since  at  least  the  middle  of  the  19th  century. 
Breeding  season  records  also  came  from  2  English  border  counties. 

There  were  no  reports  of  long-distance  movements  by  Welsh  Kites  during  the  year  but, 
from  English  releases,  2  radio-tagged  birds  released  in  the  East  Midlands  in  1995  remained 
near  Corwen  and  near  Sennybridge  until  March  or  early  April  and  a  1996  juvenile  from  S 
England  was  seen  near  Rhayader  in  September.  The  table  below  summarises  the  1996 
results  and  shows  revised  figures  for  1995. 


Breeding 

Other 

Unmated 

Successful 

Young 

Total  birds 

pairs 

pairs 

Total 

birds 

pairs 

reared 

April 

August 

1995 

126 

19 

145 

106 

79 

117 

396 

513 

1996 

129 

29 

158 

122 

90 

117 

438 

550 

MARSH  HARRIER  Circus  aeruginosus*  BOD  Y  GWERNI 

1995:  In  Gwent  singles  in  April,  May  and  August,  making  the  Welsh  total  56  birds. 

1996:  Recorded  in  every  month,  with  at  least  24  altogether,  in  Carmarthen  (4),  Pembroke 
(6),  Ceredigion  (3),  Brecon  (1),  Caernarfon  (1),  Anglesey  (6)  and  Flint  (2).  The  records 
include  a  male  at  Cors  Fochno  Ceredigion  from  June  4-July  27th,  one  at  Witchett  Pool 
Carmarthen  on  Dec.  2nd,  and  one  in  Anglesey  all  year.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 
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Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

12  3  48  5  3  22122 

HEN  HARRIER  C.  cyaneus *  BOD  TINWEN 

A  complete  survey  located  25  occupied  territories,  which  included  2  new  sites.  However 
several  traditional  sites  held  none  and  others  supported  only  single  birds  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  cold  weather,  which  persisted  in  the  uplands  until  June,  discouraged  several 
pairs  from  breeding.  Thus  females  bred  in  only  14  territories,  laying  16  clutches;  only  8 
nests  were  successful,  with  26  young  fledging.  Of  the  failures,  3  nests  were  destroyed  by 
humans,  of  which  one  female  was  shot  off  the  nest,  and  some  fox  and  crow  predation  was 
suspected  at  other  sites.  At  least  one  tagged  male  and  3  females  were  recorded  on  the 
breeding  grounds  but  no  tagging  was  done  in  1996. 

Widely  recorded  outside  the  breeding  season,  with  records  until  May  20th  and  from 
July  17th.  Not  less  than  100  birds  were  involved,  distributed  in  Gwent  (4),  Gower  (8-1 1), 
Carmarthen  (9),  Pembroke  (c.30),  Ceredigion  (17),  Brecon  (14),  Radnor  (3), 
Meirionnydd  (5),  Caernarfon  (1),  Anglesey  (7)  and  Denbigh  (1).  Where  stated  35  birds 
were  adult  males  and  60  ring-tails.  The  main  roosts  noted  were  3  at  Llanrhidian  Gower 
from  January  to  March,  in  Pembroke  up  to  5  at  Dowrog  in  the  early  months,  4  at  Skomer 
from  Nov.  10-25th  and  5  at  Marloes  from  Nov.  29th,  in  Ceredigion  3  at  Cors  Fochno  each 
end  of  the  year,  up  to  6  at  Cors  Caron  in  the  early  months  and  4  in  November  and  December 
and  2-3  at  Cors  Erddreiniog  Anglesey  each  end  of  the  year.  No  tagged  birds  were  recorded. 
Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

27  39  22  15  3  0  1  2  4  10  26  25 

GOSHAWK  Accipter  gentilis  GWALCH  MARTH 

1991-1995:  In  a  study  in  central  Wales  E.P.  Toyne  recorded  breeding  parameters  for  94 
nests.  Mean  c/s  was  3.1  (SD  0.93),  207  chicks  hatched,  with  a  mean  brood  size  of  2.2  (SD 
1.49)  and  154  chicks  fledged,  with  a  mean  fledged  brood  size  of  1.6  (SD  1.33).  Four  fledged 
juveniles  were  later  picked  up  dead.  See  Toyne,  E.P.  1997.  Nesting  chronology  of  northern 
goshawks  (Accipter  gentilis )  in  Wales:  implications  for  forest  management.  Forestry 
70(2):  121-127.  The  same  observer  also  records  this  species  nesting  in  an  abandoned  nest  of 
Grey  Heron  in  Wales  in  1990  (see  J.  Raptor  Res.  31(1):89). 

1996:  Breeding  counts  received  as  follows:  Ceredigion:  1 1  sites  found  occupied  in  the 
RSPB/Forest  Enterprise  survey  and  young  reared  at  6;  Brecon:  a  minimum  of  1 1  pairs  bred 
and  birds  noted  at  2  other  sites;  Montgomery:  7  pairs  known  to  have  nested,  6  raising  17 
young  altogether;  Denbigh/Flint:  10  active  nests  known  to  have  produced  at  least  22 
fledged  young;  one  nest,  with  6  eggs,  failed. 

SPARROWHAWK  A.  nisus  GWALCH  GLAS 

Only  2  systematic  counts  received:  7  pairs  nested  on  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB  Montgomery 
and,  in  6  territories  monitored  in  Denbigh/Flint,  4  pairs  nested,  rearing  at  least  13  young. 
See  also  page  63. 

BUZZARD  Buteo  buteo  BWNCATH 

A  very  successful  breeding  season.  Systematic  records  were  as  follows:  Gwent:  out  of  12 
pairs  monitored,  9  fledged  11  young;  Brecon/Radnor:  of  31  pairs  monitored  in  the  centre 
of  the  area,  30  were  successful,  rearing  33  young.  In  the  Llanwrtyd  Wells-Beulah  district  a 
high  density  of  10  pairs  on  15-16  km2  was  noted;  Radnor:  in  the  north  of  the  county  7  pairs 
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monitored  had  6  successful  nests  (mean  c/s  2)  which  fledged  7  young;  Montgomery:  4 
nests  monitored  each  fledged  one  young;  Denbigh/Flint:  data  was  collated  on  24  nests,  22 
being  successful,  fledging  41  young.  Mean  c/s  in  9  nests  was  2.55  and  mean  b/s  in  7  was 
2.0.  See  also  page  63. 

OSPREY  Pandion  hcdiaetus  *  GWALCH  Y  PISGOD 

1995:  In  Gwent  a  total  of  5  recorded,  in  April  (1),  May  (2),  August  (2),  one  remaining  into 
September. 

1996:  A  total  of  30  recorded,  16  in  spring  between  Mar.  27th  and  June  24th  and  16  in 
autumn  between  July  3rd  and  Sept.  21st,  in  Gwent  (3),  Gower  (2),  Carmarthen  (5), 
Pembroke  (6),  Ceredigion  (6),  Brecon  (1),  Radnor  (5),  Caernarfon  (1),  Anglesey  (2)  and 
Flint  (1).  Monthly  totals  were: 

Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept. 

2  4  7  3  5  4  8 


KESTREL  Falco  tinnunculus  CUDYLL  COCH 

This  species  continues  to  be  hard  to  find  as  a  breeding  bird.  Breeding  records  were  received 
as  follows:  Gower:  bred  in  6  localities  and  probably  did  so  in  2  more.  One  pair  fledged  3 
young;  Carmarthen/Brecon:  3  breeding  pairs  in  the  RSPB  survey  of  15,000  ha  of  Mynydd 
Du,  one  having  4  young;  Pembroke:  4  nests  reported  on,  2  failing,  one  fledging  2  young 
and  one  having  4  chicks;  Brecon:  in  250  km2  around  Llanwrtyd  Wells  12  out  of  20  known 
sites  were  checked.  Pairs  bred  successfully  in  4,  fledging  broods  of  2,  3,  2  and  2,  pairs  or 
birds  were  present  in  3  other  sites  but  no  sign  of  successful  breeding  was  observed  and  5 
sites  were  unoccupied.  Elsewhere  in  the  county  6  pairs  fledged  at  least  13  young  and  pairs 
were  noted  in  5  other  sites;  Denbigh/Flint:  of  16  territories  checked,  5  held  pairs.  One 
failed  and  4  fledged  19  young.  Mean  c/s  was  5.75  and  mean  hatched  brood  size  was  4.4. 
The  pair  failing  did  so  with  small  young  and  may  have  been  taken  by  Goshawk.  Three  other 
Welsh  nests  fledged  7  young  from  15  eggs.  The  overall  productivity  indicated  by  these 
records,  of  2.33  young/pair,  does  not  suggest  difficulties  in  rearing  young.  A  monitoring 
scheme,  based  on  10-Km  squares,  has  now  been  started  and  any  observer  interested  in 
helping  should  contact  the  Editor  (address  inside  front  cover).  See  also  page  00. 

MERLIN  F.  columbarius  CUDYLL  BACH 

Systematic  information  was  received  from  5  areas:  Gwent:  no  occupied  territories  located; 
Carmarthen/Brecon:  one  pair  was  found  in  the  RSPB  survey  of  15,000  ha  of  Mynydd  Du; 
Brecon:  8  known  sites  were  checked,  7  were  occupied  and  3  pairs,  at  least,  were  successful; 
of  3  nests  checked  2  fledged  7  young  and  one,  with  5  eggs,  was  predated;  Montgomery:  7 
pairs  bred  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB  reserve;  Denbigh/Flint:  9  out  of  15  territories  visited 
were  occupied  and  breeding  data  were  obtained  for  8  of  these;  6  pairs  bred  successfully, 
fledging  17  young.  Mean  c/s  was  4.5  and  brood  size  at  hatching  was  3.6. 

Rather  few  records  received  outside  the  breeding  season  and  range.  But  recorded  from 
25  localities  during  January  to  April  and  September  to  December  in  Pembroke  and  20-25 
records  from  Gower  during  the  same  periods.  One  trapped  and  ringed  at  Afonwen 
Caernarfon  on  Nov.  15th  showed  the  characters  of  the  Icelandic  race  subaesalon. 

HOBBY  F.  subbuteo *  HEBOG  YR  EHEDYDD 

A  sharp  increase  in  the  number  found  breeding,  as  follows:  Gwent:  5  nests  found,  one 
failing  and  3  having  9  eggs  and  fledging  8  young.  The  fifth  nest  was  found  after  the  young 
had  fledged.  Birds  were  present  at  3  other  sites  and  prey  was  being  carried  at  another; 
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Brecon:  a  pair  almost  certainly  bred  in  one  site  and  birds  were  seen  regularly  at  2  others; 
Radnor:  present  in  6  sites,  with  successful  breeding  in  3;  Montgomery:  a  pair  present  in 
one  site. 

Comparatively  few  recorded  on  passage  and  such  records  will  become  increasingly 
difficult  to  disentangle  from  breeding  birds  as  the  population  increases.  But  there  were 
records  from  Gower  (1),  Carmarthen  (1),  Pembroke  (c.7),  Ceredigion  (6),  Brecon  (2), 
Denbigh  (1)  and  Flint  (1).  These  records  include  up  to  3  together  at  Cors  Caron  Ceredigion 
from  June  22-30th  and  a  very  late  bird  at  Goodhope  Pembroke  on  Nov.  16th,  apparently  the 
latest  for  Wales.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were; 

May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. 

1  7  5  5  10  1 


PEREGRINE  F.  peregrinus* 

HEBOG  TRAMOR 

Breeding  results  are  tabulated  under  counties  as  known: 

Sites 

Sites 

Average 

Fledged 

Nests 

Overall 

checked 

occupied 

c/s  (n) 

b/s  (n) 

failed 

productivity 

Glamorgan 

12 

1 .00  ( 1 ) 

8 

0.11  (9) 

Pembroke  38* 

20* 

1.93  (14) 

4 

1.50(18) 

Brecon** 

12 

2.22  (9) 

3 

1.67  (12) 

Montgomery 

20 

1.86(7) 

? 

? 

Caernarfon  (Bardsey) 

1 

1.00(1) 

1.00(1) 

Denbigh/Flint  30 

21 

3.21  (19) 

2.07  (14) 

5 

1.53  (19) 

*  Records  of  pairs  on  territory  and  pairs  known  to  lay  respectively. 

**  Not  all  known  sites  were  checked. 

Of  the  20  nests  which  failed,  16  were  robbed  and  both  adults  were  poisoned  at  another.  One 
pair  in  Denbigh  nested  on  the  ground  amongst  rank  heather  and  reared  2  young. 

RED  GROUSE  Lagopus  lagopus *  GRUGIAR 

1995:  In  Gwent  recorded  from  only  2  sites,  the  Blorenge  (Feb.  (2),  Mar.  (5),  May  (one)  and 
Aug.  (7)  and  Trefil,  with  3  in  April. 

1996:  Very  little  information  received  but  a  total  of  92  pairs  were  counted  on  Lake  Vyrnwy 
RSPB  Montgomery.  Elsewhere  no  territories  were  established  in  the  RSPB  survey  of 
c.  15,000  ha  of  Mynydd  Du  Carmarthen/Brecon  and  only  4  non-breeding  records  on  the 
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neighbouring  4000  ha  of  the  Cnewr  Estate  Brecon,  of  which  c.450  ha  is  suitable  heather. 
Small  numbers  were  found  in  the  Teifi  Pools  area  of  the  Elenydd  Ceredigion,  including  a 
female  with  5  young  on  June  20th. 

BLACK  GROUSE  Tetrao  tetrix  GRUGIAR  DDU 

Very  little  information  but  4  males  at  lek  at  Rhyd  Talog  Denbigh  on  Mar.  29th  and  5  ‘pairs’ 
at  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB  Montgomery. 

RED-LEGGED  PARTRIDGE  Alectoris  rufa  *  PETRISEN  GOESGOCH 

1995:  In  Gwent  only  3  records,  which  included  a  covey  of  9  at  Skirrid  Fawr  on  Dec.  22nd. 
1996:  The  only  records  received  were  of  one  at  Tregryn  Pembroke  on  Apr.  24th,  birds 
calling  at  Llanhamlach  Brecon  on  Aug.  30th  and  3  near  Llanwrtyd  on  Dec.  30th,  which 
were  known  to  be  introduced,  and  present  in  Radnor  at  Fourstones  and  Michaelchurch  and 
Anglesey  at  Dulas  and  Point  Lynas.  All  records  would  be  welcome. 

GREY  PARTRIDGE  Perdix  perdix*  PETRISEN 

1995:  In  Gwent  the  species  had  disappeared  from  its  usual  sites  in  the  Abergavenny  area 
but  was  still  recorded  from  1 1  sites  during  the  year,  mainly  on  the  Levels. 

1996:  Records  from  4  counties  as  follows:  Brecon:  heard  calling  at  Pontithel  and  3  pairs  on 
one  farm  at  Llanhamlach,  one  with  10  young;  Radnor:  present  at  Fourstones  and 
Michaelchurch;  Montgomery:  present  at  Dolydd  Hafren  NR;  Anglesey:  bred  successfully 
at  Llyn  Alaw  and  pairs  seen  at  4  other  sites.  All  records  would  be  welcome. 

QUAIL  Coturnix  coturnix*  SOFLIAR 

All  records  were:  Gwent:  one  calling  at  Wemrheolydd  on  July  21st;  Gower:  4+  calling  at 
Scurlage/Kinleymoor  on  July  22nd,  2  in  barley;  Pembroke:  birds  calling  at  Skomer  on  May 
31st  and  June  18th,  Stackpole  on  June  12th  and  Ramsey  on  16th;  Brecon:  singles  calling 
from  barley  at  Waun-y-mynach  on  June  8th  and  Llandefaelog  on  July  10th;  Radnor:  6 
reported  in  May  and  June  and  a  brood  seen  near  Walton;  Meirionnydd:  one  calling  near 
Trawsfynydd  in  June. 

WATER  RAIL  Rallus  aquaticus  RHEGEN  Y  DWR 

Breeding  season  records  were  received  as  follows:  Gower:  present  at  Pant  y  Sais  Fen, 
Crymlyn  Bog,  Margam  Burrows,  Oxwich  Marsh  and  Neath  Abbey;  Pembroke/Ceredigion: 
5  pairs  bred  at  the  Teifi  Marshes;  Ceredigion:  3  pairs  bred  at  Ynyshir  and  one  pair  bred  at 
Aberleri;  Brecon:  2  pairs  bred  at  Llangorse  Lake;  Anglesey:  3-4  pairs  bred  Cors 
Erddrediniog.  Again  these  records  must  underestimate  numbers. 

Winter  max.  were  8  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  Jan.  21st  and  5  there  in  November 
and  December,  6  at  Bosherston  Pools  and  7  at  Clarydale  Pembroke  in  December  and  6  at 
Gronant  Flint  on  25th. 

SPOTTED  CRAKE  Porzana  porzana*  RHEGEN  FRAITH 

1994:  One  at  Peterstone  Gwent  from  Sept.  2-24th. 

1996:  One  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  on  Sept.  8th. 

CORNCRAKE  Crex  crex*  RHEGEN  YR  YD 

Single  birds  near  Painscastle  Radnor  on  Apr.  30th  and  Dolydd  Hafren  NR  Montgomery  on 
28th.  A  pair  probably  bred  at  Llanfairfechan  Caernarfon. 

MOORHEN  Gallinula  chloropus  IAR  DDWR 

Some  systematic  counts  for  this  common  species  were:  Brecon:  20  pairs  in  the  south  of  the 
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county  raised  a  total  of  33  young;  numbers  were  significantly  lower  than  in  1995; 
Caernarfon:  7  pairs  bred  on  Bardsey;  Anglesey:  at  least  14  pairs  at  Cefni  Res.  See  also 
page  63.  Monthly  totals  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  were  as  follows: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

121  121  119  121  128  124  117  135  130  135  215  210 

COOT  Fulica  atra  CWTIAR 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are 
tabulated  as  available.  They  probably  remain  incomplete.  See  also  note  on  page  76. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

53 

59 

27 

108 

1 1 1 

77 

232 

Carmarthen  Penclacwydd 

102 

95 

57 

48 

50 

95 

207 

Machynys  Pond 

38 

27 

102 

43 

39 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

500 

301 

206 

470 

550 

650 

600 

Anglesey  Llyn  Alaw 

253 

Llyn  Cefni 

414 

386 

382 

372 

164 

Flint  Flint  Industrial  Estate 

150 

122 

74 

125 

115 

The  breeding  census  of  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  found  30  pairs,  which  reared  a  total  of 
50  young.  Elsewhere  in  the  county  22  pairs  reared  only  31  young. 


OYSTERCATCHER  Haematopus  ostralegus  PIODEN  Y  MOR 

Sizable  flocks  of  this  species  occur  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  for  the  main 
sites  (holding  counts  of  1000  at  least  once)  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Blackpill 

2740 

3300 

1000 

504 

482 

292 

346 

2390 

3470 

2400 

2718 

3170 

Jersey  Marine 

600 

750 

549 

300 

200 

400 

850 

1800 

720 

1200 

450 

Burry  (S) 

19900 

16660  11610 

2525 

1300 

2405  5625 

12370 

1 1200 

12915 

14850  16850 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N)  1994 

1766 

1778 

446 

47 

371 

2800 

2470 

4750 

5223 

7045 

T/T/G 

1493 

999 

761 

342 

5 

12 

423 

2250 

1481 

2524 

2799 

2280 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

23 

334 

381 

254 

351 

72 

180 

536 

1264 

162 

625 

1365 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas. 

467 

670 

464 

350 

593 

295 

690 

1 100 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

6340 

2100 

694 

3705 

8590 

4200 

Oakenholt 

127 

1030 

500 

800 

1200 

950 

700 

4500 

5700 

6200 

550 

300 

Thirteen  dead  oiled  birds  picked  up  in  the  Cleddau  Est.  Pembroke  post  the  Sea 
Empress  oil  spill  and  86  seen  with  some  oiling,  with  133  similarly  in  other  sites. 

Systematic  breeding  counts  were:  Pembroke:  Ramsey  24-26  pairs  fledged  13  young, 
Skomer  113  pairs  on  territory,  a  record  count,  Skokholm  59  pairs  fledged  only  17  young. 
No  mainland  counts;  Ceredigion/Meirionnydd:  a  total  of  1 1  pairs  breeding  in  the  whole 
area  of  the  Dyfi  Est.  marshes;  Caernarfon:  71  pairs  held  territory  on  Bardsey  and  a  pair 
raised  2  young  at  the  Conwy  RSPB  reserve;  Anglesey:  15  pairs  on  Ynys  Feurig  and  12  on 
the  Skerries  reared  a  total  of  only  7  young,  the  poor  breeding  success  being  due  to  gull  and 
crow  predation  and  poor  food  resources  on  bare  rocky  islands;  Flint:  a  total  of  5-7  pairs 
bred  on  the  Dee  Est.,  rearing  at  least  4+  young.  Inland  3  pairs  bred  on  the  lower  R.  Wye  in 
Brecon/Radnor,  one  failing,  in  Montgomery  pairs  bred  at  Dolydd  Hafren  (one  young)  and 
Cwm  Llinau,  in  Anglesey  there  were  6  nests  at  Llyn  Alaw  and  bred  at  Llangefni,  and  a  pair 
had  one  young  at  Llyn  Brenig  Denbigh  on  Aug.  17th.  See  also  Ringing  Report  page  72. 

AVOCET  Recurvirostra  avosetta*  CAMB1G 

1995:  In  Gwent  one  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  from  June  24-26th  made  the  third  inland  record 
during  the  year. 
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1996:  All  records  were  singles  at  Goldcliff  Pill  Gwent  on  May  6th,  the  Nevern  Est. 
Pembroke  from  10-1 1th  and  at  Ynys  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Est.  Meirionnydd  on  14th;  2 
E  off  Llandulas  Denbigh  on  Dec.  25th,  one  at  the  Cefni  Est.  Anglesey  over  May  3-4th. 

STONE  CURLEW  Burhinus  oedicnemus  *  RHEDWR  Y  MOELYDD 

1995:  One  on  the  R.  Usk  at  Gobion  Gwent  on  Apr.  14th. 

LITTLE  RINGED  PLOVER  Charadrius  dubius*  CWTIAD  TORCHOG  BACH 

1995:  Five  pairs  bred  successfully  in  2  sites  in  Gwent  and  one  probably  bred  in  another. 
1996:  Noted  from  Mar.  27th  to  Sept.  26th.  Breeding  counts  received  were:  Carmarthen: 
c.40  pairs  attempted  to  breed  on  the  Rs.  Tywi  and  Cothi,  mainly  the  former.  Breeding 
success  was  very  poor,  with  high  water  levels  and  heavy  rain  destroying  many  nests  and 
young:  only  one  flying  young  seen;  Brecon/Radnor:  5  pairs  bred  on  the  lower  R.  Wye 
below  Glasbury,  some  at  least  were  successful  (3  young);  Brecon:  one  pair  may  have  bred 
on  R.  Usk  at  Scethrog;  Montgomery:  4  pairs  fledged  at  least  1 1  young  at  Dolydd  Hafren 
NR  and  2  pairs  fledged  4-5  young  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  NR;  Caernarfon:  3  pairs  reared  3 
young  at  Conwy  RSPB  reserve;  Flint:  4  pairs  fledged  3+  young  in  the  Dee  Est. 

RINGED  PLOVER  C.  hiaticula  CWTIAD  TORCHOG 


The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available.  See  also  note  on  page  76. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Blackpill 

184 

147 

120 

4 

307 

286 

224 

298 

171 

Jersey  Marine 

133 

29 

83 

15 

1 

4 

41 

85 

110 

Port  Talbot 

70 

28 

30 

6 

8 

7 

6 

142 

125 

68 

55 

23 

Burry  (S) 

35 

40 

50 

120 

55 

70 

90 

Carmarthen  T/T/G 

26 

14 

23 

5 

31 

26 

52 

171 

117 

60 

20 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

51 

48 

8 

147 

20 

65 

15 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

15 

23 

10 

43 

196 

104 

60 

395 

112 

32 

34 

Passage  peaks  at  Ynyslas  Ceredigion  were  256  on  May  18th  and  208  on  Aug.  17th  and 
there  were  5  at  Dolydd  Hafren  NR  Montgomery  on  May  20th.  In  the  Cleddau  Est. 
Pembroke  24  oiled  birds  were  noted  on  Feb.  23rd.  There  was  an  interesting  inland  record  of 
3  on  the  Berwyns  Meirionnydd  on  May  22nd. 

Breeding  records  were  received  as  follows:  Gower:  single  pairs  bred  successfully  at 
Port  Eynon  and  Baglan  Bay  and  one  present  at  Swansea  Docks,  3  pairs  at  Rhossili  Beach 
(one  successful)  and  3  at  Port  Talbot;  Carmarthen:  single  pairs  bred  at  Cefn  Padrig  and 
Pembrey  Harbour  and  3  at  Burry  Port  Power  Station;  Ceredigion:  5-6  pairs  nested  at 
Ynyslas  and  one  at  Aberaeron;  Ceredigion/Meirionnydd:  only  one  pair  found  in  the  survey 
of  the  whole  area  of  the  Dyfi  Est.  marshes;  Meirionnydd:  single  pairs  bred  at  Trefeddian 
Beach  Aberdyfi  and  at  Aberdysynni;  Caernarfon:  2  pairs  reared  2  young  at  Conwy  RSPB; 
Anglesey:  5+  pairs  bred  at  Ynys  Feurig  but  reared  only  one-i-  young.  Numbers  here  have 
increased  from  one  pair  in  1992;  Flint:  a  total  of  20-22  pairs  around  the  Dee  Est.  reared  24+ 
young. 

DOTTEREL  C.  morinellus  *  HUT  AN  Y  MYNYDD 

There  was  a  marked  influx  in  the  first  week  of  May,  All  records  as  follows:  Carmarthen:  6 
on  Tair  Carn  Isaf  on  Apr.  24th  and  one  on  May  7th,  16  on  Garreg  Lwyd  on  May  5th,  24  on 
6th,  32  on  7th  and  15  on  8th,  2  on  Foel  Fraith  and  4  on  Garreg  Las  on  7th;  Pembroke:  7  at 
Cam  Meini  from  May  7-8th;  Ceredigion:  3  on  Pumlumon  summit  on  May  8th,  with  4  on 
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the  Montgomery  part  on  5th.  In  the  autumn  7  at  Garreg  Lwyd  Carmarthen  on  Sept.  9th 
and  3  on  12th,  a  juvenile  at  Dale  A/F  Pembroke  from  6-8th  and  2  there  from  10- 16th  and 
another  on  Pen-y-manilwyn  Brecon  on  6th.  Finally  a  very  late  bird  with  the  Golden  Plover 


flock  at  Ynyslas  Ceredigion  from  Nov.  13-20th  appears  to  have  been  the  latest  for  Wales. 

GOLDEN  PLOVER  Pluvialis  apricaria  CWTIAD  A  UR 

The  monthly  max.  at  6  major  wintering  areas  are  tabulated.  The  counts  are  split  into 
different  localities  within  these  on  the  presumption  that  different  flocks  are  involved: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Burry  (S) 

150 

340 

35 

200 

155 

1120 

1500 

440 

Carmarthen  Upper  Loughor  1 394 

130 

1400 

720 

690 

Ginst  Point 

10000 

4000 

2500 

4000 

6000 

7000 

Gwendraeth 

40 

3500 

30 

150 

225 

1300 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

few  recorded 

889 

350 

Ynyslas 

850 

Ginst  Point  is  of  national  importance  as  a  wintering  site  for  this  species.  Elsewhere  smaller 
winter  flocks  were  quite  widely  recorded  in  both  coastal  and  inland  counties  and  there  were 
major  flocks  (500  or  more)  in  Gower,  with  1000  inland  at  Llandimore  on  Feb.  26th, 
Pembroke,  with  2000  in  the  Stacks  Rocks  area  on  Jan.  6th,  1000  in  the  Cleddau  Est.  in 
January,  700  at  the  Gann  on  Nov.  23rd,  1000  at  Angle  Bay  on  Dec.  15th  and  1000  at 
Marloes  on  19th;  in  Ceredigion  widespread  in  the  early  months  and  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
with  400  at  Llansantffraid  on  Nov.  2nd  and  1000+  at  Post  Bach  on  9th;  in  Anglesey  470  at 
Aberffraw  on  Mar.  3 1  st. 

Virtually  no  breeding  information  received  but  now  extinct  as  a  breeding  bird  on 
Mynydd  Du  Brecon/Carmarthen,  where  there  were  2  pairs  in  1978,  and  a  single  pair  found 
on  Aberedw  Hill  Radnor. 

GREY  PLOVER  P.  squatarola  CWTIAD  LLWYD 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  75  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available.  See  also  note  on  page  76. 

These  sites  held  the  bulk  of  the  birds  recorded.  Frainslake  is  on  the  east  end  of  the 
Castle  Martin  peninsula.  The  birds  noted  there  in  February  had  oiled  plumage.  Inland  there 
were  singles  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  Jan.  7th  and  from  May  14- 19th,  6  at  Llyn  Alaw 
Anglesey  on  Sept.  28th,  4  at  Glasbury  Radnor  in  early  November  and  one  at  Dolydd 
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Hafren  Montgomery  on  Dec.  28th. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June  July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Blackpill 

68 

135 

100 

2 

1 

2 

4 

5 

28 

67 

Burry  (S) 

290 

630 

460 

50 

15 

3 

160 

165 

350 

250 

170 

Carmarthen 

Burry  (N) 

47 

203 

4 

1 

11 

1 

4 

6 

1 1 

92 

6 

T/T/G 

28 

73 

52 

4 

15 

Pembroke 

Cleddau  Est. 

181 

55 

6 

8 

20 

44 

90 

Frainslake 

142 

70 

93 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

120 

89 

54 

21 

2 

1 

1 

12 

52 

91 

90 

LAPWING  Vanellus  vanellus  CORNCHWIGLEN 

1995:  In  Gwent  a  total  of  c.180  breeding  pairs  recorded,  of  which  c.136  were  recorded  in 
the  NW,  at  Waun-y-pound  (see  Welsh  Birds  1(3):59),  Brynmawr  and  Rassau-Trefil.  It  is 
notable  that  all  these  birds  were  concentrated  within  or  on  the  fringes  of  urban  or  industrial 
developments. 

1996:  Regular  counts  at  the  main  wintering  areas  are  tabulated  as  available.  See  also  note  on 
page  76. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Burry  (S) 

1690 

1260 

125 

105 

535 

1815 

335 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

632 

605 

431 

88 

352 

781 

815 

Upper  Loughor 

7133 

1598 

513 

539 

2639 

1198 

T/T/G 

2440 

1264 

1761 

21 

180 

1296 

1819 

Dryslwyn 

506 

250 

200 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

2205 

896 

446 

9 

1175 

1958 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

992 

950 

58 

73 

19 

953 

1026 

Brecon/Radnor  Glasbury 

200 

120 

60 

110 

90 

Montgomery  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas 

310 

200 

Meirionnydd  D’Glas. 

800 

350 

52 

5 

100 

600 

750 

Flint  Oakenholt  Marsh 

310 

185 

190 

750 

540 

1550 

Point  of  Ayr 

104 

10 

180 

90 

207 

460 

In  December  there  were  also  600  at  Newgale  Pembroke  on  4th,  500  in  the  Teifi  Est.  on 
15th  and  1000  at  Marloes  Mere  on  19th. 

The  table  below  summarises  all  the  breeding  records  received  for  Wales  and  breeding 
success  where  known.  Overall,  although  breeding  success  in  Brecon  was  stated  to  be  good, 
the  total  of  84  young  fledged  by  219  pairs  (0.38  young/pair)  is  woefully  inadequate  and 
cannot  support  the  population  at  its  present  level,  so  that  further  decline  must  be  expected. 
This  species  is  now  regarded  by  RSPB  as  one  of  3  birds  of  the  highest  conservation  concern 
in  Wales. 


County 

Gower 


Carmarthen 

Pembroke 


Breeding  pairs  and  success  of  Lapwings  in  Wales  in  1996 


Site 

Baglan  Moors 
Port  Talbot  Harbour 
Whiteford  NNR 
4  other  sites 
Mynydd  Du 
Skomer 
Skokholm 
Ramsey 

Freshwater  West 


No.  pairs  breeding 
6-8 
2 
3 
6 
0 
3 

4-6 

16 

1 


Young  raised 


3 

0 

0 
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County 

Site  No.  pairs  breeding 

Young  raised 

Ceredigion 

Dyfi  Est. 

118 

21 

Brecon 

county 

68 

good 

Radnor 

Newbridge 

6-7 

c.l  1 

Nant  Glas 

4 

2 

Ireland  Moor 

5 

Begwyns 

2 

Llandewi 

4 

Moelfre  Turbary 

3 

Maelienydd 

5 

Montgomery 

Dolydd  Hafren  NR 

2 

0 

Coed  y  Dinas  Farm 

1 

Meirionnydd 

Mynydd  Haerethog 

37 

30 

Caernarfon 

Conwy  RSPB 

16 

8 

Bardsey 

2 

2 

Anglesey 

Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB 

7 

3 

Cors  Crugyll 

3 

4 

Flint 

Dee  Est. 

16 

Notes:  Mynydd  Du  -  there  were  5  pairs  on  the  15,000  ha  in  1978  and  2  in  1992. 

Ramsey  -  there  were  35  pairs  in  1985. 

Freshwater  West  -  this  was  the  only  mainland  site  found  in  the  county. 

Dyfi  Est.  embraces  the  whole  marsh  complex  both  sides  of  the  river  in  Ceredigion  and 
Meirionnydd.  See  Bamford,  R.  1996.  Predation  and  breeding  Lapwings.  Ceredigion  Bird 
Report  1995:40-41. 

Brecon  -  only  3  pairs  were  found  north  of  Mynydd  Epynt. 

Radnor  -  the  total  county  population  is  now  estimated  as  fewer  than  50  pairs. 

Coed  y  Dinas  -  is  a  farm  of  162  ha  which  held  22  pairs  in  1988. 

Mynydd  Hiraethog  -  straddles  the  borders  of  Meirionnydd,  Caernarfon  and  Denbigh;  there 
were  51  pairs  in  1984  and  60  in  1985. 

Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB  -  covers  155  ha.  The  whole  area  of  Cors  Ddyga  SSS1  held  43  pairs  in 
1983. 


A  great  deal  of  work  on  the  breeding  success  of  this  species  is  being  done.  Thus,  on  the  Dyfi 
Est.,  122  nests  were  monitored,  between  41%  and  48%  of  which  hatched,  predation  by 
crows  being  by  far  the  most  important  cause  of  loss.  Out  of  149  chicks  ringed  however  only 
21  fledged,  predation  again  being  an  important  cause  of  loss;  Stoats  and  Buzzards  were 
certainly  responsible  for  some  of  this.  At  Mynydd  Hiraethog  63  nests  were  monitored,  22% 
hatching.  Fledging  success,  however,  was  good.  At  both  this  site  and  the  Dyfi  significant 
numbers  of  adults  were  also  lost  to  predation.  At  Newbridge  7  pairs  laid  29  eggs  of  which 
55%  hatched  and  28%  fledged.  Finally  at  Ramsey,  on  16  territories,  15  first  clutches 
hatched  14  chicks  and  12  second  clutches  21  but  none  fledged;  Ravens  were  the  principal 
predators  of  first  clutches  and  crows  of  second.  See  also  page  63. 


KNOT  Calidris  canutus 


PIBYDD  YRABER 


The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Gower  Burry  (S) 
Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 
T/T/G 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr. 
8090  6355  3580 
350  250 
646  57 

3000  1250  120  27 


May  June  July  Aug. 

2  1 

4  1  I 

6 


Sept.  Oet.  Nov.  Dec. 

10  320  2600  2800 

4  320  200  186 

3  240 

4  7  40 


Inland  6  flew  S  over  Mynydd  Epynt  Brecon  on  Aug.  21st,  the  first  record  for  the  county 
since  1980. 
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PIBYDD  Y  TYWOD 


SANDERLING  C.  alba 


The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Blackpill 

239 

142 

222 

1 14 

75 

30 

34 

13 

65 

255 

191 

445 

Port  Talbot 

35 

150 

150 

140 

120 

4 

123 

240 

130 

60 

Jersey  Marine 

17 

100 

384 

16 

4 

300 

267 

Carmarthen  Cefn  Sidan 

266 

257 

323 

265 

305 

25 

238 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

37 

148 

47 

12 

15 

5 

70 

34 

In  Gower  there  were  also  100  at  Swansea  Beach  on  Jan.  30th  and  Dec.  26th,  224  at 
Swansea  East  Pier  on  Oct.  20th  and  120  at  Margam  sands  on  May  10th.  There  were  80  on 
Gronant  beach  Flint  on  Feb.  1 1th  and  there  were  passage  max.  of  40  at  Frainslake 
Pembroke  on  May  18th  and  57  on  July  21st  and  66  at  Ynyslas  Ceredigion  on  May  16th. 

LITTLE  STINT  C.  minuta*  PIBYDD  BACH 

A  total  of  c.480  recorded  altogether,  4  in  spring  between  May  18-2 1st  and  c,476  in  autumn 
between  July  21st  and  December,  including  a  major  influx  in  mid  September,  with  peak 
numbers  around  the  21st  to  25th,  which  included  exceptional  numbers  at  Gronant  beach 
Flint.  Here  there  were  4  on  15th,  50  on  21st,  57  the  following  morning,  75  that  afternoon 
and  a  max.  of  102  on  23rd;  98  were  still  present  on  25th.  Other  notable  flocks  were,  in 
Pembroke,  34  at  Angle  Bay  on  Sept.  25th  (a  county  record)  and  24  at  the  Nevem  Est.  on 
20th,  29  in  the  Teifi  Est.  Pembroke/  Ceredigion  on  25th,  25  at  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey  on 
21st  and  43  at  Malltraeth  there  on  19th  and,  in  inland  counties,  a  max.  of  10  at  Llangorse 
Lake  Brecon  on  21st.  County  totals  were  Gower  (18),  Carmarthen  (14+),  Pembroke 
(c.140,  Teifi  Est.  counted  under  Ceredigion),  Ceredigion  (c.34),  Brecon  (12), 
Brecon/Radnor  (2),  Montgomery  (1),  Meirionnydd  (c.25),  Caernarfon  (18),  Anglesey 
(96),  Denbigh  (12)  and  Flint  (111).  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

4  0  0  5  458  18  2  1 
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TEMMINCK’S  STINT  C.  temminckii* 
One  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Sept.  20th. 


PIBYDD  TEMMINCK 


WHITE-RUMPED  SANDPIPER  C.  fuscicollis *  PIBYDD  T1NWEN 

1995:  An  adult  at  Goldcliff  Pill  Gwent  from  Aug.  1 1-1 7th  and  probably  the  same  at  Severn 
Beach  from  20th-31st. 

PECTORAL  SANDPIPER  C.  melanotos*  PIBYDD  CAIN 

Singles  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  from  July  25-27th  and  Conwy  RSPB  Caernarfon  on 
Aug.  9th. 

SHARP-TAILED  SANDPIPER  C.  acuminata *  PIBYDD  GYNFFONAIN 

One  at  Dinas  Dinlle  and  Foryd  Bay  Caernarfon  from  Aug.  25-28th  was  the  third  Welsh 
record. 

CURLEW  SANDPIPER  C.  ferruginea*  PIBYDD  CAMBIG 

There  were  only  2  spring  records  but,  as  with  Little  Stint,  a  marked  influx  in  autumn, 
particularly  in  the  second  half  of  September,  when  300  or  more  were  noted.  Major  flocks 
were  a  peak  of  79  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  on  Sept.  30th,  in  Pembroke,  29  at  Angle 
Bay  on  29th  (county  record)  and  26  at  the  Nevern  Est.  on  the  same  day  and  44  at  Malltraeth 
Anglesey  on  22nd.  Altogether  3  were  seen  in  spring  and  c.350  between  Aug.  7-Nov.  14th, 
in  Gower  (15-20),  Carmarthen  (1 13+),  Pembroke  (c.77),  Ceredigion  (13),  Montgomery 
(one  at  Glaslyn  on  Sept.  22nd),  Meirionnydd  (c.28),  Caernarfon  (16),  Anglesey  (70)  and 
Flint  (22).  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. 

1  2  0  0  1 1  304  76  4 

PURPLE  SANDPIPER  C.  maritima  PIBYDD  DU 

Widely  scattered  in  all  coastal  counties  at  both  ends  of  the  year,  usually  as  single  birds  or 
small  groups.  There  were  records  until  May  26th  and  from  July  21st.  Groups  of  10  or  more 
were  noted  as  follows:  Pembroke:  max.  at  Skomer  of  18  in  February  and  24  in  November; 
Ceredigion:  present  at  Aberystwyth  to  May  21st  and  from  September,  with  max.  of  19  in 
February  and  March  and  1 1  in  December;  Caernarfon:  max.  at  Bardsey  of  40  in  the  early 
months,  a  spring  peak  of  28  in  April  and  an  autumn  max.  of  30  on  Nov.  2nd. 


DUNLIN  C.alpina  PIBYDD  Y  MAWN 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of 
1000  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available.  See  also  note  on  page  76. 


Jan.  Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Blackpill 

1950  2360 

1894 

83 

123 

22 

121 

198 

145 

214 

770 

1240 

Burry  (S) 

6640  4700 

4480 

30 

40 

1 

330 

660 

1880 

5350 

4340 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

864  759 

840 

25 

367 

16 

195 

16 

93 

941 

2104 

1227 

T/T/G 

1623  680 

844 

19 

208 

503 

528 

427 

382 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

4235  4426 

2987 

330 

150 

1447 

5218 

Meirionnydd  D’Glas. 

44  1000 

15 

6 

15 

9 

65 

600 

912 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

3950  4340 

3000 

1670 

1 100 

107 

129 

460 

250 

910 

2210 

2200 

Oakenholt 

1700  500 

18 

20 

100 

5 

10000 

150 

No  breeding  information  was  received. 

BUFF-BREASTED  SANDPIPER  Tryngites  subrufcollis*  PIBYDD  BRONLLWYD 

A  juvenile  at  Dale  A/F  Pembroke  from  Sept.  6-2 1  st. 
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RUFF  Philomachus  pugnax*  PIBYDD  TORCHOG 

Present  in  every  month  except  June  and  December,  with  a  total  of  c.82  recorded,  5  in 
January  and  February,  9  during  March  to  May  and  68  in  autumn  from  July  to  Nov.  23rd,  in 
Gower  (2),  Carmarthen  (18+),  Pembroke  (22),  Ceredigion  (4),  Brecon  (1),  Montgomery 
(1 ),  Meirionnydd  (4),  Caernarfon  (1),  Anglesey  (26)  and  Flint  (3).  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
345  2  20  2  20  39  5  1  0 

JACK  SNIPE  Lymnocryptes  minimus  GIACH  FACH 

Recorded  until  Apr.  14th  and  from  Sept.  22nd,  with  a  wide  scatter  of  singles  and  small 
groups  in  all  counties  providing  records.  Most  records  were  of  single  birds.  The  records 
refer  to  a  total  of  c.80  individuals  but  probably  much  under-estimate  the  true  status  of  this 
skulking  species.  The  largest  groups  were  only  of  4  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  Nov.  10th 
and  up  to  3  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  in  November. 

SNIPE  Gallinago  gallinago  GIACH  GYFFREDIN 

Monthly  max.  at  sites  with  significant  winter  counts  are  tabulated  as  available,  mainly  as 
peak  counts  for  each  winter  period.  The  paucity  of  these  counts  in  1996  suggests  that  rather 
few  birds  were  wintering,  perhaps  as  the  result  of  hard  frost. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Clyne  Common 

72 

38 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

36 

50 

29 

8 

39 

178 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

215 

95 

53 

11 

54 

114 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

45 

Glasbury,  Ffordd  Fawr 

47 

Meirionnydd  D’Glas. 

12 

80 

70 

Caernarfon  Pwllheli 

56 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Carmarthen/Brecon:  a  total  of  42  breeding 
territories  located  by  the  RSPB  survey  of  15,000  ha  of  Mynydd  Du,  with  birds  present  in  9 
other  sites;  Brecon:  8  territories  on  4000  ha  of  the  Cnewr  Estate  and  21-23  on  Mynydd 
Epynt  between  E  Range  and  Llyn  Login.  No  change  was  observed  from  the  survey  of  Epynt 
in  1994;  Montgomery:  6  pairs  on  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB. 


BLACK-TAILED  GODWIT  Limosa  limosa  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONDDU 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Burry  (S) 
Carmarthen 

25 

2 

5 

15 

5 

1 

5 

10 

20 

65 

Penclacwydd 

81 

70 

88 

86 

56 

58 

86 

178 

247 

289 

227 

1 14 

Flint  Oakenholt 

300 

9 

1 

550 

45 

110 

1800 

1010 

288 

Elsewhere  a  scatter  of  small  groups  recorded  around  the  coast  during  passage  seasons, 
the  largest  parties  being  14  at  Ynyshir  Ceredigion  on  Aug.  27th  and  30  in  the  Tywi  Est. 
Carmarthen  in  December.  There  were  birds  in  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Est.  Meirionnydd  in  every 
month  except  May  and  June,  with  max.  of  13  in  January,  9  in  the  autumn  and  5  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  In  Pembroke  24  passed  Strumble  Head  on  July  2nd  and  15  on  Sept.  20th.  In 
inland  counties  there  were  8  at  Glasbury  Radnor  on  Apr.  23rd. 

BAR-TAILED  GODWIT  L.  lapponica  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONFRITH 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available.  Counts  at  Welsh  sites  continue  to  be  low. 
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Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June  July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Burry  (S) 

10 

330 

110 

5 

25 

2 

10 

1  15 

20 

665 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

262 

6 

13 

3  3 

3 

1 

5 

T/T/G 

100 

39 

13 

88 

1 

1 

WHIMBREL  Numenius  phaeopus  COEGYLFINIR 

1995:  The  record  of  130  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  Ceredigion  in  August  should  be  deleted. 

1996:  One  was  wintering  on  Bardsey  Caernarfon  at  both  ends  of  the  year.  Spring  passage 
was  noted  between  Mar.  23rd  and  June  28th  and  autumn  passage  from  July  5th  to  Nov. 
25th,  when  there  was  one  at  Skokholm  Pembroke.  Movements  at  both  seasons  were 
unexceptional.  Monthly  max.  in  the  Burry  Inlet  were: 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

Gower  Burry  (S)  40  95  20  105  135  5  0 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N)  72  161  76  88  58  6  0 

The  largest  concentration  within  these  counts  was  67  at  Penclawdd  on  May  18th. 
Elsewhere  flocks  and  small  parties  were  widespread  in  coastal  counties  in  spring.  Numbers 
were  generally  small  with  max.  of  30  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  May  1st  and  similar  numbers 
in  Angle  Bay  on  3rd,  33  at  Llansaintffraid  Ceredigion  on  Apr.  26th  and  again  at  Aberleri  on 
May  5th,  40  at  Llyn  Cefni  Anglesey  on  3rd  and  42  at  Rhos-on-Sea  Denbigh  on  Apr.  22nd. 
In  the  autumn  the  only  significant  flock  noted  outside  the  Burry  Inlet  was  of  101  at  Blackpill 
Gower  on  Aug.  1st.  Inland,  in  Brecon,  unusual  numbers  noted,  involving  c.26  birds 
between  Apr.  23rd  and  Sept.  29th,  with  max.  of  7  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Apr.  23rd  and  10 
over  Llanwrthwl  on  Aug.  8th. 


CURLEW  N.  arquatus  GYLFINIR 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  500 
at  least  once)  were.  See  also  page  76. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Burry  (S) 

675 

800 

520 

225 

10 

250 

1290 

1790 

1785 

1315 

1 185 

795 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

275 

694 

244 

197 

178 

590 

1747 

2056 

1730 

598 

606 

140 

T/T/G 

478 

141 

466 

69 

6 

28 

6 

183 

152 

694 

514 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

1264 

1369 

927 

2734 

1 162 

1542 

1077 

1283 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

730 

768 

599 

50 

44 

122 

590 

769 

1002 

524 

520 

363 

Meirionnydd  D’Glas. 

217 

53 

275 

160 

120 

420 

269 

300 

40 

Flint  Oakenholt 

* 

o 

o 

00 

590* 

126 

190* 

2 

19 

55 

320 

200 

85 

76 

1 1 

Point  of  Ayr 

633 

976 

975 

475 

104 

136 

1176 

1254 

1228 

1097 

101 1 

807 

*low  tide  counts  at  Bagillt  Bank  off  Flint. 

Important  flocks  inland  were  max.  of  65  at  Glasbury  Brecon/Radnor  in  the  early  months 
and  55  in  November  and  136  at  Dolydd  Hafren  NR  Montgomery  on  Feb.  14th  and  100 
there  on  Aug.  27th. 

Systematic  breeding  reports  were:  Carmarthen/Brecon:  none  found  breeding  by  the 
RSPB  survey  of  15,000  ha  of  Mynydd  Du  (3  pairs  in  1978);  Brecon:  a  total  of  70  pairs 
reported  altogether  included  one  pair  on  4000  ha  of  the  Cnewr  Estate,  16  on  Mynydd  Epynt 
MoD  between  E  Range  and  Llyn  Login  and  19  in  the  Llanwrtyd-Llangammarch-Beulah 
area;  Pembroke:  16  pairs  fledged  12  young  on  Skomer;  Ceredigion/Meirionnydd/ 
Montgomery:  a  total  of  34  pairs  bred  in  the  whole  area  of  the  Dyfi  Est.  SSSI;  Radnor:  a 
total  of  29  pairs  found  on  27-30  knv  of  mainly  moorland  or  common.  The  largest  group  was 
of  8  pairs  on  Maelienydd;  Meirionnydd/Denbigh:  35  pairs  on  Mynydd  Hiraethog  (cf  42-45 
in  1984-85).  Of  19  nests  found  63%  hatched  and  6  pairs  successfully  fledged  some  young; 
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Anglesey:  2  pairs  both  failed  on  Maltraeth  RSPB  (155  ha).  The  whole  area  of  the  marsh 
(Cors  Ddyga  SSSI)  held  16  pairs  in  1985.  See  also  page  63. 

SPOTTED  REDSHANK  Tringa  erythropus*  PIBYDD  COESGOCH  MANNOG 

Noted  in  all  months,  with  wintering  birds  at  each  end  of  the  year,  a  small  spring  passage  and 
autumn  passage  noted  from  late  June  to  November.  A  max.  of  26  at  Penclacwydd 
Carmarthen  in  September  was  the  largest  group.  There  was  a  winter  max.  of  9  at 
Oakenholt  Flint  in  December.  Singles  at  Pwll  Patti  Radnor  on  Feb.  8th  and  Glasbury 
Brecon  on  Aug.  4th  were  the  only  records  from  inland  counties.  Approximate  monthly 


totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr. 

8  5  3  3 

May 

3 

June 

3 

July 

5 

Aug. 

26 

Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

49  44  18  17 

REDSHANK  T.  totanus 

PIBYDD  COESGOCH 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  300 


at  least  once)  were.  See 

also 

page 

76. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Burry  (S) 

95 

145 

190 

55 

2 

1 

190 

450 

330 

175 

180 

485 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

155 

144 

397 

196 

44 

265 

755 

845 

801 

572 

855 

259 

T/T/G 

536 

75 

232 

112 

294 

137 

29 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

61 1 

470 

489 

343 

301 

326 

544 

647 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

105 

65 

132 

100 

10 

85 

176 

140 

350 

550 

585 

Oakenholt 

24 

29 

13 

60 

200 

2000 

3000 

1000 

494* 

166 

*low  tide  counts  made  at  Bagillt  Bank  off  Flint. 


Breeding  reports  received  were:  Gower:  2  pairs  bred  at  Whiteford  Marsh  and  single  pairs 
probably  bred  at  Baglan  Bay  and  Crumlyn  Burrows;  Ceredigion/Meirionnydd/ 
Montgomery:  a  total  of  87-92  pairs  bred  in  the  whole  area  of  the  Dyfi  Est.  SSSI,  now  by  far 
the  most  important  Welsh  site.  Five  pairs  bred  at  Cors  Caron  Ceredigion;  Radnor:  a  pair 
bred  at  Maelienydd;  Montgomery:  6  birds  were  seen  at  Dolydd  Hafren  NR  on  Mar.  25th 
and  one  pair  possibly  eventually  bred;  Caernarfon:  2  pairs  bred  at  Conwy  RSPB,  rearing  3 
young;  Anglesey:  1-2  pairs  bred  at  Ynys  Feurig  but  failed. 

MARSH  SANDPIPER  T.  stagnatilis*  PIBYDD  Y  GORS 

One  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  June  14th  was  the  4th  Welsh  record. 

GREENSHANK  T.  nebularia  PIBYDD  COESWERDD 

Recorded  in  every  month,  winter  records  including  up  to  10  in  the  Cleddau  Est.  Pembroke 
in  the  early  months  and  12  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  there  were  wintering  birds  also  at 
Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  and  Oakenholt  Flint.  There  was  a  small  spring  passage, 
involving  no  more  than  24  birds,  and  a  sizable  autumn  movement  from  July  to  November, 
involving  a  min.  of  300  birds.  The  largest  concentrations  noted  were  of  max.  of  56  at 
Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  in  September,  37  at  the  Cleddau  Est.  Pembroke  in  July  and  38 
there  in  September.  Records  from  inland  counties  included  parties  of  6  at  Glasbury  Radnor 
on  Sept.  1  st  and  7  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  22nd.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

13  15  17  4  7  5  62  97  202  73  14  15 

GREEN  SANDPIPER  T.  ochropus  PIBYDD  GWYRDD 

There  were  15  wintering  in  the  early  months  and  8  at  the  end  of  the  year,  in  Gower  (3  &  1), 
Carmarthen  (4  &  1),  Pembroke  (4  &  3),  Ceredigion  (1  &  2),  Brecon  (0  &  1),  Brecon/ 
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Radnor  (2  &  0)  and  Meirionnydd  (1  &  0).  Otherwise  a  scatter  on  passage,  mainly  in 
autumn,  in  all  counties  but  numbers  everywhere  small,  with  no  party  of  more  than  6. 

WOOD  SANDPIPER  T.  glareola *  PIB YDD  Y  GRAEAN 

A  total  of  17-18  recorded  altogether,  8-9  in  spring  between  May  4-20th  and  9  in  autumn 
between  Aug.  8th  and  Oct.  1st,  in  Gwent  (1),  Carmarthen  (3-4),  Pembroke  (6), 
Ceredigion  (1),  Brecon  (2),  Montgomery  (1),  Caernarfon  ( 1 )  and  Anglesey  (2).  Monthly 
totals  were: 

A lay  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

8-9  0  0  4  6  1 

COMMON  SANDPIPER  Ac  tit  is  hypoleucos  PIBYDD  Y  DORLAN 

The  only  wintering  birds  recorded  were  singles  on  the  tidal  section  of  R.  A  fan  Gower  at 
each  end  of  the  year  and  one  on  R.  Wye  at  Bui  1th  Radnor  on  Feb.  4th.  Passage  numbers 
were  unremarkable  but  there  were  peak  counts  of  22  on  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  July  24th 
and  50  on  the  R.  Clwyd  Denbigh  on  26th. 

Systematic  breeding  counts  for  this  widespread  species  of  Welsh  rivers  were: 
Carmarthen/Brecon:  10  pairs  found  in  the  RSPB  survey  of  15,000  ha  of  Mynydd  Du; 
Brecon:  4  pairs  on  the  4000  ha  of  the  Cnewr  Estate,  12  territories  along  R.  Usk  from 
Pencelli  to  Talybont  and  14  along  R.  Wye  from  Llyswen  to  Hay;  Ceredigion/Meirionnydd/ 
Montgomery:  a  total  of  5  pairs  on  the  whole  area  of  the  Dyfi  Est.  SSSI;  Montgomery:  6 
pairs  at  Dolydd  Hafren  NR  and  12  pairs  on  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB. 


TURNSTONE  Arenaria  interpres  CWTIAD  Y  TRAETH 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  50  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June  July  Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Blackpill 

141 

202 

354 

155 

3 

70 

209 

Swansea  E  Pier 

125 

85 

130 

75 

15 

103 

98 

120 

Burry  (S) 

220 

125 

2 

85 

95 

Carmarthen  Burry  Port 

84 

149 

101 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

40 

58 

30 

21 

38 

60 

In  Gower  there  were  also  112  at  Mumbles  on  Jan.  17th  and,  in  Ceredigion,  there  was  a 
max.  of  63  along  the  Aberarth/Aberaeron  coast  on  Mar.  16th.  Inland  one  at  Llangorse  Lake 
Brecon  on  Aug.  5th. 

RED-NECKED  PHALAROPE  Phalaropus  lobatus*  LLYDANDROED  GYDDFGOCH 
1995:  One  at  Llyn  Llywenan  Anglesey  on  Sept.  8th. 

GREY  PHALAROPE  P.  fulicarius *  LLYDANDROED  LLWYD 

All  records  were:  Carmarthen:  singles  at  Burry  Port  from  Jan.  7- 10th  and  Penclacwydd 
from  Nov.  2-9th;  Pembroke:  14  passed  Strumble  Head  from  Oct.  5-Nov.  7th  with  a  max.  of 
6  on  Nov.  7th;  Caernarfon:  one  at  Bardsey  on  Oct.  17th. 

POMARINE  SKUA  Stercorarius  pomarinus*  SGIWEN  FRECH 

Rather  few  records.  In  spring  only  single  birds  off  Port  Eynon  Point  Gower  on  June  9th  and 
30th,  both  light  phase  adults. 

In  the  autumn  one  off  Ynyslas  Ceredigion  on  July  24th  and,  in  Pembroke,  one  off  St. 
Govans  Head  on  Sept.  1st  and  a  total  of  50  passed  Strumble  Head  between  Aug.  13-Nov. 
7th,  max.  1 1  on  Nov.  5th.  Over  60%  were  adults;  in  Caernarfon  singles  passed  Bardsey  on 
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Sept.  27th  and  Oct.  4th;  in  Anglesey  singles  off  Cemlyn  on  Aug.  25th  and  Point  Lynas  on 
Oct.  5th  and  Nov.  30th. 

ARCTIC  SKUA  S.  parasiticus  SGIWEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

Only  16  spring  birds  noted,  between  Apr.  5th  and  May  27th,  in  Gwent  (3),  Gower  (2), 
Pembroke  (5),  Ceredigion  (2),  Caernarfon  (1)  and  Flint  (3).  In  the  autumn  small  numbers 
recorded  off  most  coastal  counties  between  June  28th  and  Nov.  7th.  The  largest  movements 
were  noted  off  Pembroke,  with  a  total  of  1 57  passing  various  watching  points  between  June 
28th  and  Nov.  5th.  The  main  passage  was  noted  off  Strumble  Head,  with  a  total  of  147  on 
40  dates  between  July  6th  and  Nov.  5th,  max.  26  on  Aug.  25th.  Off  Bardsey  Caernarfon  a 
total  of  16  bird/days  between  Aug.  31st  and  Nov.  7th.  Off  Anglesey  a  total  of  23  between 
Aug.  25th  and  Nov.  30th. 

LONG-TAILED  SKUA  S.  longicaudus *  SGIWEN  LOSTEAIN 

In  Pembroke  one  in  Jack’s  Sound  on  Apr.  30th  was  the  second  spring  record  for  the  county. 
In  the  autumn  there  was  a  juvenile  seen  from  the  Pembroke  Dock-Rosslare  ferry  on  Aug. 
24th  and  a  total  of  1 1  passed  Strumble  Head  on  8  dates  from  Aug.  12-Oct.  29th,  max.  3  on 
Oct.  5th.  One  there  on  Dec.  2nd  was  the  latest  record  for  the  county.  One  off  Borth 
Ceredigion  on  Oct.  3rd  and  an  immature  S  off  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Nov.  5th. 

GREAT  SKUA  S.  skua *  SGIWEN  FAWR 

In  winter  there  were  singles  at  Manorbier  Pembroke  in  mid  January  (picked  up  dead),  at 
Undy  and  Peterstone/Wentlooge  Gwent  from  Dec.  15-1 6th  and  at  Blackpill  Gower  on  Dec. 
21st.  In  spring  there  were  singles  off  Benllech  Anglesey  on  Mar.  2nd,  Bardsey  Caernarfon 
on  Apr.  17th  and  Mumbles  Gower  on  May  31st.  Autumn  passage  was  noted  around  the 
coast  between  June  29th  and  Nov.  7th,  involving  a  total  of  c.215  birds.  As  usual,  most  were 
seen  off  Pembroke  with  a  total  of  159  between  June  29th  and  Nov.  7th,  mainly  off 
Strumble  Head,  where  152  passed  of  41  dates,  with  max.  of  21  on  Sept.  30th.  In 
Caernarfon  22  passed  Bardsey  between  Aug.  7th  and  Oct.  19th.  Elsewhere  records  came 
from  Gower  (6),  Carmarthen  (5),  Ceredigion  (4),  Meirionnydd  (1)  and  Anglesey  (18). 

MEDITERRANEAN  GULL  Earns  melanocephalus *  GWYLAN  MOR  Y  CANOLDIR 

1995:  A  min.  total  of  22-26  recorded  in  Gwent,  making  a  total  of  at  least  153-164  altogether 
for  Wales. 

1996:  Recorded  in  every  month,  with  a  minimum  total  of  103  birds,  in  Gower  (min.  40), 
Carmarthen  (9+),  Pembroke  (33),  Ceredigion  (10+),  Meirionnydd  (1),  Caernarfon  (2), 
Anglesey  (5)  and  Flint  (6).  As  usual  the  most  important  single  site  was  Blackpill  Gower, 
where  birds  were  present  for  much  of  the  year,  with  records  involving  at  least  25  birds;  the 
max.  counts  were  13  adults  on  Oct.  29th,  9  2nd  year  birds  on  Apr.  7th  but  only  3  1st  year 
birds,  on  Sept.  15th,  Nov.  8th  and  Dec.  3rd.  A  juvenile  was  first  noted  on  July  18th  and  the 
colour  ringed  Hungarian  bird,  noted  in  1995,  was  seen  over  Mar.  19-20th  and  Apr.  2-3rd. 
All  records  were  for  coastal  counties  and  most  for  the  coast.  The  species  remains  scarce  any 
distance  from  the  sea.  The  table  shows  monthly  totals  away  from  Blackpill. 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr. 

May  June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

6  9  8  4 

0  3 

7 

5 

16 

13  19  15 

LITTLE  GULL  L.  minutus* 

GWYLAN  FECHAN 

At  least  88  birds  seen  altogether,  in  Gower  (6),  Carmarthen  (1),  Pembroke  (c.53), 
Ceredigion  (6),  Brecon  (6),  Caernarfon  (6)  and  Anglesey  (11).  There  were  reports  for 
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RARE  SPECIES  PHOTOGRAPHED  IN  WALES,  1996 


Ortolan  Bunting  on  Oat  Stork,  Bardsey,  September  1996  lan  Fisher 


Common  Eider  on  nest,  Anglesey,  May  25th  1997  Richard  Arnold 


Isabel  line  Shrike,  Bardsey,  October  1996 


Ian  Fisher 


Common  Yellowthroat,  Bardsey,  September  27th  1996 


Ian  Fisher 


Red-backed  Shrike ,  Bardsey,  September  1996 


Ian  Fisher 


every  month  except  March,  July  and  December  and  at  least  14  were  present  in  January. 
Spring  passage  involved  only  9  birds  between  Apr.  10th  and  June  6th  and  autumn  passage 
54  between  Aug.  5th  and  Nov.  21st.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

14  13  0  4  4  1  0  7  4  34  14  0 

SABINE’S  GULL  L.  sabini*  GWYLAN  SABINE 

In  Pembroke  single  juveniles  from  the  Rosslare  ferry  on  Sept.  6th  and  at  Blucks  Pool  on 
28th,  one  off  Skomer  on  Nov.  20th  and,  at  Strumble  Head,  2  adults  on  Aug.  1 1th  and  single 
juveniles  on  Sept.  22nd,  Oct.  5th,  16th  and  25th,  with  2  on  17th.  In  Caernarfon  singles  at 
Bardsey  on  Oct.  29th  and  31st  and  Nov.  5th  and  8th.  One  passed  Point  Lynas  Anglesey  on 
Oct.  4th. 

BLACK-HEADED  GULL  L.  ridibundus  GWYLAN  PENDDU 


Systematic  counts  from  10  sites  indicate  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  very  common 
species: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Blackpill 

5590 

3480 

1580 

250 

110 

172 

1500 

4460 

2630 

3840 

2048 

2370 

Port  Talbot 

370 

600 

330 

2 

10 

97 

470 

310 

225 

380 

480 

Jersey  Marine 

46 

2 

65 

7 

6 

18 

35 

25 

210 

200 

1320 

Burry  (S) 

800 

1185 

90 

25 

10 

170 

6670 

6700 

4700 

1580 

1840 

410 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

333 

67 

100 

3 

41 

496 

1785 

1292 

1199 

1 127 

799 

263 

Upper  Loughor 

527 

319 

129 

36 

34 

35 

650 

1454 

760 

1829 

584 

619 

T/T/G 

732 

355 

477 

32 

4 

29 

1823 

962 

1835 

940 

400 

131 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas. 

100 

342 

250 

315 

440 

90 

127 

Mawddach 

248 

158 

35 

100 

Dysynni 

2 

85 

155 

6 

6 

93 

330 

41 

ill 

92 

Inland  in  Brecon  the  roost 

at  Llangorse  Lake  had 

max. 

of  3000+  on  Mar.  4th 

and  250  on 

Nov.  17th. 


Breeding  information  was  received  as  follows:  Gower:  bred  on  the  7  Sisters,  where  19 
pulli  were  ringed  on  June  22nd;  Ceredigion:  250+  birds  at  Cors  Caron  had  started  breeding 
but  all  departed  in  May;  14  pairs  at  Nant  yr  Arian  was  a  new  site;  Brecon:  colonies  at  Llyn 
Traeth  Bach  had  66  young  on  July  17th  and  Brechfa  Pool  had  40  on  18th.  Two  pairs  bred  at 
Llyn  Dwr;  Montgomery:  400  birds  at  the  Llyn  y  Tarw  colony  on  June  16th;  Anglesey: 
300+  pairs  in  the  Llyn  Alaw  colony;  Denbigh:  there  were  61  adults  and  many  nests  at  Llyn 
Bran  and  200  adults  with  many  nests  at  Alwen  Res.  on  May  17th;  Flint:  4  pairs  noted 
nesting  on  fishing  platforms  on  Llyn  Helyg.  Other  Welsh  colonies  not  reported  on.  See  also 
page  00. 

RING-BILLED  GULL  L.  delawarensis *  GWYLAN  FODRWYB1G 

A  sharp  decline  in  the  number  of  records.  Blackpill  Gower  was,  as  usual  the  main  site,  with 
at  least  7  individuals  seen.  But  noted  on  only  57  dates  there  between  Jan.  1st  and  July  5th 
and  on  4  from  Oct.  18th.  Five  (3  adults)  on  Feb.  17th  was  the  largest  count.  All  other 
records  were:  Gwent:  an  adult  at  Ynysyfro  Res.  on  Mar.  23rd  and  one  at  Peterstone/ 
Wentlooge  over  May  4-5th;  Gower:  a  second  year  bird  at  Mumbles  on  May  28th  and  an 
adult  at  Port  Talbot  on  Dec.  15th;  Carmarthen:  a  second  winter  bird  at  Sandy  Water  Park 
from  1995  until  Feb.  24th;  Pembroke:  singles  at  Fishguard  Harbour  from  Jan.  7-Mar.  4th 
and  Haverfordwerst  from  Feb.  3-28th,  both  second  winters,  and  a  first  winter  at  Fishguard 
Harbour  over  Dec.  15- 16th. 


41 


COMMON  GULL  L.  canus  GWYLAN  Y  GWEUNYDD 


Systematic  counts  from  7  sites  give  some  indication  of  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this 
common  Welsh  species: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Blackpill 

3150  3061 

2356 

636 

131 

19 

222 

700 

832 

1870 

1180 

1780 

Burry  (S) 

410 

215 

215 

10 

4 

70 

1120 

3210 

1965 

700 

560 

40 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

480 

41 

25 

45 

33 

4 

33 

Upper  Loughor 

568 

53 

473 

10 

4 

26 

3 

20 

10 

43 

186 

T/T/G 

285 

122 

287 

63 

10 

11 

67 

150 

62 

169 

60 

408 

Meirionnydd  Dysynni 
Denbigh  Plas  Uchaf/ 

242 

101 

150 

93 

3 

1 

45 

Dolwen  Res. 

250 

350 

500 

500 

LESSER  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.  fuscus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU  LEIAF 

Systematic  counts  at  6  sites  indicate  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  common  species  at  the 
coast: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Blackpill 

13 

22 

107 

41 

26 

29 

30 

44 

41 

29 

22 

1 

Port  Talbot 

18 

30 

48 

55 

97 

85 

116 

98 

36 

52 

43 

52 

Burry  (S) 

4 

5 

5 

20 

15 

45 

70 

210 

130 

35 

20 

5 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

10 

6 

52 

27 

36 

21 

6 

20 

13 

43 

7 

11 

Upper  Loughor 

9 

4 

20 

41 

43 

207 

138 

268 

116 

124 

17 

14 

T/T/G 

27 

26 

7 

7 

16 

6 

7 

19 

14 

24 

13 

27 

Inland  counts  for  this  species  are  usually  very  much  larger  and,  in  Brecon,  there  were  max. 
of  820  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Sept.  18th,  120  at  Brechfa  Pool  on  Oct.  30th  and  150  at 
Pontsticill  Res.  on  Dec.  22nd.  The  major  roost  at  Llys  y  Fran  Res.  Pembroke  was  not 
reported  on  but  there  were  1000  at  Frainslake  (on  the  coast)  on  Sept.  14th. 

Breeding  counts  received  as  follows:  Gower:  29  nests  and  a  pair  with  2  young  on 
Boots  and  Debenhams,  Swansea,  on  June  18th  and  5  pairs  on  Port  Talbot  railway  station 
and  2  plus  12  young  in  Afan  Way  there  on  19th;  Pembroke:  a  total  population  of  18,892 
pairs  bred,  with  the  main  sites  at  Skokholm,  3137  pairs  fledging  c.750  young,  Skomer, 
14,400  pairs,  a  7%  decline  cf  1995  but  rather  better  breeding  success  was  noted,  Ramsey 
413  pairs  and  Bishops  &  Clerks  113  pairs.  Breeding  success  seemed  generally  good; 
Ceredigion:  a  complete  survey  found  3957  nests  at  Cardigan  Island,  3933  nests, 
Penmoelcilian  13  and  Dolyfran,  Llangranog  1 1;  Meirionnydd:  a  single  bird  in  the  Herring 
Gull  colony  at  Treffedian  quarry  Aberdyfi;  Caernarfon:  420  nests  on  Bardsey  fledged  0.56 
young  per  pair.  See  also  page  63. 


HERRING  GULL  L.  argentatus  GWYLAN  Y  PENWAIG 

Systematic  counts  from  9  sites  indicate  the  pattern  of  occurrence  for  this  very  common 
species: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Blackpill 

640 

155 

228 

203 

379 

577 

400 

445 

563 

569 

516 

311 

Port  Talbot 

600 

360 

200 

130 

210 

140 

340 

430 

530 

220 

240 

500 

Burry  (S) 

445 

975 

75 

45 

300 

330 

920 

1275 

1180 

305 

550 

125 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

64 

49 

17 

19 

69 

44 

107 

29 

38 

111 

64 

73 

Upper  Loughor 

16 

12 

3 

25 

35 

98 

5 

24 

12 

55 

10 

29 

T/T/G 

586 

458 

430 

71 

74 

134 

784 

1880 

1038 

764 

378 

340 

Meirionnydd  D’Glas. 

150 

100 

450 

30 

127 

20 

150 

Artro 

43 

144 

88 

88 

23 

42 

78 

151 

36 

58 

73 

Dysynni 

400 

1090 

85 

502 

46 

79 

60 

80 

69 

444 

220 

42 


Inland  the  roost  at  Ponsticill  Res.  Brecon  peaked  at  300  on  Dec.  22nd. 

Breeding  counts  received  were:  Gower:  12  pairs  in  5  coastal  groups  and  25  pairs  on 
urban  rooftops,  at  West  Cross  (one  pair),  Sketty  (6  pairs  in  2  sites)  and  Swansea  (18  pairs  in 
2  sites);  Pembroke:  Skokholm  317  pairs,  a  further  decline  of  17%  cf  1995  but  breeding 
success  good,  with  a  sample  count  showing  1.35  chicks/pair;  Skomer  401  territories,  a 
further  10%  decline  cf  1995  but  breeding  success  again  good  with  1.21  chicks/territory; 
Ramsey  174  pairs,  Bishops  &  Clerks  203,  a  very  sharp  increase  and  Caldey  1457  occupied 
nests.  Overall,  despite  declines  on  the  islands,  there  was  continuing  gradual  increase; 
Ceredigion:  a  complete  survey  of  the  coast  found  1876  nests,  with  the  main  colonies  at 
Penmoelciliau  (515)  and  Cardigan  Island  (624);  Meirionnydd:  30  pairs  in  Treffedian 
quarry  Aberdyfi;  Caernarfon:  494  nests  on  Bardsey.  Other  Welsh  breeding  sites  not 
reported  on.  See  also  page  63. 

There  were  presumed  hybrid  Lesser  Black-backed/Herring  Gulls  at  the  Gann 
Pembroke  on  Jan.  13th  and  Angle  Bay  on  Sept.  16th. 

Only  a  few  Yellow-legged  Gulls  (either  L.  a.  micahelis  or  L.  cachinnans)  were 
recorded  as  follows:  Gower:  an  adult  at  Bracelet  Bay  on  Feb.  18th,  a  third  winter  at 
Queen’s  Dock  Swansea  on  23rd,  an  adult  at  Blackpill  on  25th  and  single  adults  at 
Penclawdd  on  July  26th,  Oct.  1st  and  13th;  Brecon:  an  adult  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Sept. 
11th  and  Nov.  17th  and  a  second  winter  on  Dec.  14th  were  probably  the  same  as  similar 
birds  with  the  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  roost  at  Brechfa  Pool  on  Oct.  30th. 

ICELAND  GULL  L.  glaucoides*  GWYLAN  YR  ARCTIG 

1994:  An  immature  at  Ynysyfro  Res.  Gwent  on  Feb.  8th. 

1996:  All  records  were:  Gower:  an  adult  at  Blackpill  on  Jan.  1st  and  a  very  pale  second 
year  bird  there  at  intervals  from  Mar.  22nd  to  Sept.  10th  and  again  from  Dec.  7-2 1st.  What 
was  considered  to  be  the  same  bird  was  also  seen  at  Fendrod  Lake  on  Jan.  28th  and  Dec. 
21st  and  24th  and  at  Neath  Abbey  on  28th.  An  adult  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  on  Apr.  18th 
and  a  third  winter  bird  at  Fendrod  Lake  on  Dec.  29th;  Pembroke:  an  immature  at  Skokholm 
on  Mar.  26th;  Denbigh:  an  adult  at  Gresford  Flash  on  Mar.  1 1th;  such  inland  records  are 
unusual. 

GLAUCOUS  GULL  L.  hyperboreus*  GWYLAN  Y  GOGLEDD 

Rather  few  recorded,  as  follows:  Gower:  a  second  winter  bird  seen  at  various  points  along 
the  coast  from  Feb.  3rd  to  Mar.  23rd  and  what  was  apparently  the  same  bird  reappeared  at 
Aberavon  beach  on  Nov.  18th.  A  first  winter  bird  was  seen  at  Blackpill  on  Nov.  20th  and 
Port  Talbot  on  Dec.  15th;  Pembroke:  a  second  winter  bird  at  Milford  Haven  from  Feb.  1 1- 
24th  and  a  first  winter  at  Herbranston  on  Dec.  10th;  Ceredigion:  an  immature  at  Borth/ 
Ynyslas  from  Feb.  12-28th;  Flint:  one  at  Gronant  on  Nov.  23rd. 

GREAT  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.  marinus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU  FWYAF 

Systematic  counts  from  8  areas  indicate  the  general  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  common 


Welsh  species: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Blackpill 

25 

18 

5 

9 

39 

117 

114 

16 

41 

45 

43 

39 

Port  Talbot 

3 

9 

2 

I 

4 

3 

2 

6 

10 

18 

36 

21 

Burry  (S) 

40 

30 

15 

70 

45 

15 

45 

490 

675 

150 

15 

30 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

6 

3 

6 

6 

3 

4 

6 

69 

29 

29 

5 

18 

Upper  Loughor 

7 

6 

2 

4 

2 

4 

3 

16 

8 

21 

15 

7 

T/T/G 

41 

50 

24 

15 

5 

21 

16 

108 

110 

70 

20 

53 

43 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est.  16  13  19  15  3  21  155  14  11  13  18  19 

Meirionnydd  Dysynni  3748467462  3 

Breeding  colony  counts  received  were:  Pembroke:  Skokholm  37  pairs  fledged  52  young, 
Skomer  58  pairs  with  1.14  chicks/pair,  Ramsey  6  pairs,  Bishops  &  Clerks  32,  Middleholm 
34,  Grassholm  14,  Caldey  8  and  St.  Margarets  Island  48;  Ceredigion:  15  nests  found  along 
the  coast,  including  1 1  on  Cardigan  Island;  Caernarfon:  2  pairs  reared  3  young  at  Bardsey. 

ROSS’S  GULL  Rhodostethia  rosea *  GWYLAN  ROSS 

1995:  One  at  Porthmadog  and  Black  Rock  Caernarfon  from  Jan.  14- 16th  and  22nd  was 
presumed  to  be  the  Aberystwyth  bird  of  Dec.  30th  1994. 

KITTIWAKE  Rissa  tridactyla  GWYLAN  GOESDDU 

Breeding  colony  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Gower:  128  pairs  at  Worms  Head,  29  at 
Devil’s  Truck  and  85  on  Mumbles  Pier;  Pembroke:  a  complete  census  found  3043  pairs  on 
nests,  which  continues  the  long-term  decline.  Colony  counts  were:  Skomer  2262  nests  with 
0.45  chicks/nest,  Ramsey  341  nests  of  which  only  40%  had  young,  Grassholm  39  nests  but 
only  one  young  seen  and  St.  Margaret’s  Island  123  nests  fledged  no  young  and  only  2  were 
known  to  hatch.  The  extent  to  which  the  Sea  Empress  oil  spill  contributed  to  the  very  poor 
breeding  success  is  unknown;  Ceredigion:  New  Quay  Head  477  occupied  nests  and  13  at 
Lochtyn;  Caernarfon:  198  nests  on  Bardsey  had  1.2  chicks/nest  in  mid  June,  a  good 
success  rate.  No  other  Welsh  breeding  sites  reported  on.  There  was  one  inland  at 
Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  on  July  14th. 

GULL-BILLED  TERN  Gelochelidon  mlotica*  MORWENNOL  YLFINBRAFF 

One  at  Penclacwydd  and  Machynys  Pool  Carmarthen  from  July  4- Aug.  17th;  also  seen  the 
Gower  side  of  the  estuary  on  July  6th. 

SANDWICH  TERN  5.  sandvicensis  MORWENNOL  BIGDDU 

In  Anglesey  the  single  Welsh  colony  held  650-700  pairs  which  fledged  a  max.  of  770 
young.  There  were  some  early  spring  arrivals,  the  earliest  being  one  in  Beddmanarch  Bay 
Anglesey  over  Feb.  9- 10th.  Autumn  max.  were  318  at  Ynyslas  Ceredigion  on  July  25th, 
350  there  on  Aug.  12th  and  362  on  Sept.  3rd,  whilst  there  were  max.  of  150  at  the 
Mawddach  Meirionnydd  in  August  and  100  at  the  Dysynni  in  September  and  500+  at  Point 
of  Ayr  Flint  on  July  15th  and  900  on  Aug.  14th  and  82  at  Blackpill  Gower  on  Sept.  28th. 
Inland  there  were  2  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  June  1st. 

ROSEATE  TERN  S’,  dougalli *  MORWENNOL  WRIDOG 

1995:  One  off  Peterstone/Wentlooge  Gwent  on  June  12th. 

1996:  Only  one  pair  bred  in  Wales,  rearing  a  single  chick.  An  adult  off  Strumble  Head 
Pembroke  on  June  30th  and  3  in  the  Menai  Strait  Anglesey  over  July  7-8th  were  the  only 
other  records. 

COMMON  TERN  5.  hirundo  MORWENNOL  GYFFREDIN 

A  total  of  454-474  pairs  bred  in  7  colonies  in  N  Wales  but  breeding  success  was  mixed,  the 
colony  at  Shotton  Flint  (240-260  pairs)  rearing  567  young  but  the  6  Anglesey  sites  rearing 
only  1 54.  Poor  weather,  predation  and  the  attentions  of  egg  collectors  all  contributed  to  this 
poor  success  rate.  As  with  Sandwich  Tern,  arrival  was  early,  with  3  at  Kilpaison  Pembroke 
on  Mar.  30th.  There  was  also  an  interesting  series  of  late  records  for  this  and  the  next 
species,  with  single  Common  Terns  at  Aberystwyth  Ceredigion  on  Oct.  29th,  a  different 
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Common/Arctic  Tern  there  on  30th,  an  Arctic  Tern  on  Oct.  27th  and  another  at 
Llansaintffraid  on  Nov.  2nd  and  single  Arctic  Terns  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  31st 
and  Nov.  3rd. 

ARCTIC  TERN  5.  paradisea  MORWENNOL  Y  G OGLED D 

On  Anglesey  3  colonies  held  1202  pairs,  which  reared  c.  1200  young.  See  also  the  preceding 
species. 

LITTLE  TERN  S.  albifrons  MORWENNOL  FECHAN 

The  single  Welsh  colony  in  Flint  held  78  pairs,  which  reared  120-140  young,  the  best 
breeding  result  there  yet  recorded.  There  was  a  gathering  of  350+  at  Gronant  on  July  15th. 
Inland  there  were  singles  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  Apr.  17th  and  May  19th  and  at  Llyn 
Coed  y  Dinas  NR  Montgomery  on  Apr.  14th.  A  late  bird  was  seen  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on 
Oct.  26th. 

BLACK  TERN  C.  niger*  CORSWENNOL  DDE 

1995:  In  Gwent  totals  of  one  in  spring  and  9  in  autumn  brought  the  Welsh  total  to  c.  107. 
1996:  A  total  of  c.74  recorded,  in  Gwent  (9),  Gower  (11),  Carmarthen  (2),  Pembroke 
(27),  Brecon  (13),  Radnor  (2),  Anglesey  (6)  and  Flint  (4).  Spring  passage  involved  only  14 
birds  between  Apr.  23rd  and  May  19th  and  autumn  passage  54  between  Aug.  1st  and  Nov. 
7th,  when  one  was  seen  off  Strumble  Head  Pembroke.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. 

2  12  0  0  43  12  4  1 

GUILLEMOT  Uria  aalge  GWYLOG 

After  Common  Scoter,  the  species  most  severely  affected  by  the  Sea  Empress  oil  spill,  with 
a  total  of  1591  oiled  birds  collected  from  the  whole  area  affected  (see  page  6),  of  which 
1 104  were  dead,  a  much  higher  percentage  than  for  scoter. 

Breeding  counts  were  recorded  as  follows:  Gower:  177  counted  on  Worms  Head  on 
June  17th;  Pembroke:  a  complete  census  found  20,570  birds  on  ledges.  At  regularly 
censused  sites  there  was  a  6%  increase  at  Ramsey  but  a  decrease  was  noted  at  colonies 
within  the  area  affected  by  oil  cf  1995,  for  example  from  684  birds  on  ledges  at  Skokholm  to 
509  and  from  8906  at  south  coast  sites  to  7253;  at  the  largest  colony,  Skomer,  there  were 
8397  and  the  apparent  decline  from  1995  should  be  viewed  with  caution;  Ceredigion: 
colony  counts  of  birds  at  ledges  found  2900  at  Newquay,  216  at  Penmoelciliau,  378  at 
Lochtyn,  252  at  Dolyfran  and  2  each  at  Carred  Nedwydd  and  Cardigan  Island.  Compared  to 
1995  these  counts  showed  an  increase  of  37%;  Caernarfon:  280  adults  counted  at  ledges  at 
Bardsey.  Other  Welsh  breeding  sites  not  reported  on. 

RAZORBILL  Alca  torda  LLURS 

A  total  of  341  oiled  birds  picked  up  over  the  whole  area  affected  by  the  Sea  Empress  oil 
spill  (see  page  6);  92%  were  dead,  a  much  higher  proportion  than  for  the  other  main  species 
affected,  except  Cormorant.  Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Gower:  12  at 
Worms  Head  on  June  17th;  Pembroke:  a  complete  census  found  7198  birds  on  ledges.  At 
Skomer  a  mean  count  of  2934  adults  raised  0.64  chicks  per  site.  The  average  count  at 
Ramsey  was  1317  birds  and  941  were  counted  at  Skokholm  -  a  sample  count  there  showed  a 
fledging  rate  of  75%.  At  Elegug  Stacks  numbers  had  increased  from  418  in  1995  to  615  but, 
along  the  south  coast,  a  decline  was  noted,  which  suggests  that  these  birds  were  among  the 
Sea  Empress  casualties;  Ceredigion:  counts  of  birds  at  colonies  found  314  at  Newquay 
Head,  225  at  Penmoelciliau,  48  at  Lochtyn,  82  at  Dolyfran,  40  at  Carreg  Nedwydd,  17  at 
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Carreg  Wynt  and  40  at  Cardigan  Island,  a  12%  increase  compared  to  1995;  Caernarfon: 
105  adults  on  ledges  and  198  nests  in  boulder  sites.  No  other  Welsh  breeding  sites  reported 
on. 

BLACK  GUILLEMOT  Cepphus  grylle*  GWYLOG  DDU 

In  Anglesey  resident  and  breeding  with  a  max.  count  of  12  at  Fedw  Fawr  on  Apr.  22nd. 

LITTLE  AUK  Alle  alle*  CARFIL  BACH 

All  records  were:  Gower:  singles  off  Mumbles  Head  on  Oct.  30th  and  Nov.  18th  and 
Oxwich  Bay  on  Dec.  7th;  Pembroke:  singles  off  Strumble  Head  on  Feb.  1 1th  and  18th  and 
in  Fishguard  Harbour  on  14- 15th.  In  autumn  9  passed  Strumble  Head  between  Oct.  5th  and 
Nov.  5th,  2  at  Ramsey  on  Nov.  1st  and  singles  at  Newgale  on  16th  and  the  Gann  on  Dec. 
29th;  Caernarfon:  singles  off  Bardsey  on  Nov.  1st  and  2nd  and  Dec.  16th.  One  at  Soldiers 
Point  Anglesey  on  Nov.  1st. 

PUFFIN  Fratercula  arctica  PAL 

Unaffected  by  the  Sea  Empress  oil  spill,  which  occurred  before  they  returned  to  Welsh 
waters.  In  Pembroke  the  highest  spring  count  at  Skomer  was  9141  birds  and  the  peak  count 
was  1 1,869.  A  sample  count  gave  productivity  of  0.83  chicks/burrow.  At  Skokholm  there 
were  3332  birds  ashore  on  Apr.  7th  and  5275  on  July  9th.  At  North  Bishop  22  burrows  were 
used  and  chicks  were  seen  at  sea  on  July  20th.  There  were  6  occupied  burrows  at  St. 
Margarets  Island  and  4  at  Stackpole  Head. 

STOCK  DOVE  Columba  oenas  COLOMEN  WYLLT 

The  largest  winter  flocks  reported  were:  Pembroke:  30  at  Cresswell  Quay  on  Jan.  30th  and 
68  at  Martletwy  on  21st,  both  on  linseed  stubbles;  Brecon:  40  at  Pont  Ithel  on  Mar.  24th,  20 
at  Llanfilo  on  Aug.  30th  and  20  at  Great  Porthamel  on  Oct.  22nd  and  Dec.  16th;  Radnor: 
25  at  Pwll  Patti  on  Feb.  25th.  These  flocks  were  markedly  smaller  than  those  noted  in  recent 
years  and,  in  Brecon  at  least,  some  decline  in  the  breeding  population  is  evident.  See  also 
page  63. 

TURTLE  DOVE  Streptopelia  turtur*  TURTUR 

1995:  In  Gwent  only  7  records  and  only  one  of  these  referred  to  a  pair,  at  Trelleck  which 
probably  failed. 

1996:  Passage  birds  only  recorded  as  follows:  Gower:  one  flew  W  over  Llanrhidian  marsh 
on  Sept.  10th;  Carmarthen:  singles  at  Ginst  Point  on  May  19th,  Penclacwydd  from  June  1- 
4th  and  Sept.  20th  and  Rhosmaen  on  June  7th;  Pembroke:  passage  at  Skokholm  from  Apr. 
27-June  18th,  with  1-2  on  15  dates,  and  singles  on  Aug.  22nd  and  Sept.  23rd.  Elsewhere 
totals  of  3  in  May,  6  in  June  and  one  in  September;  Ceredigion:  one  at  Trefenter  on  June 
7th;  Radnor:  one  at  Newbridge  on  May  14th;  Caernarfon:  spring  passage  at  Bardsey 
involved  7  in  spring  between  May  6th  and  June  10th  and  14  in  autumn  between  Aug.  19th 
and  Oct.  23rd;  Clwyd:  a  male  singing  in  Pendinas  Forest  on  May  28th. 

CUCKOO  Cuculus  canorus  COG 

Little  systematic  information  received  for  this  common  summer  visitor  but,  in  Brecon,  a 
decline  is  apparent  in  the  breeding  population  and  birds  very  difficult  to  find  away  from  the 
hills  and  young  forestry;  there  were  15  males  on  Mynydd  Epynt  MoD.  See  also  page  63. 

BARN  OWL  Tyto  alba  *  TYLLUAN  WEN 

Breeding  season  and  other  counts  received  are  fully  listed  but  should  not  be  regarded  as 


46 


complete  surveys.  Gower:  records  from  15  sites  during  the  year;  Pembroke:  reported  from 
20  localities  with  breeding  established  in  2;  Ceredigion:  12  nests  had  mean  c/s  of  6.3  and 
b/s  of  3.7;  24  young  were  ringed;  Brecon:  recorded  in  15  sites,  with  breeding  proved  in  5,  4 
pairs  fledging  17  young  altogether;  Montgomery:  1 1  pairs  fledged  a  total  of  39  young; 
Meirionnydd  &  Caernarfon:  in  20  nests  mean  c/s  was  6.3  and  b/s  was  3.1;  Anglesey:  in 
10  nests  mean  c/s  was  5.1  and  b/s  2.5.  Altogether  68  chicks  were  ringed  in  these  3  counties; 
Clwyd:  5  occupied  territories  found  of  which  3  were  occupied  by  successful  pairs,  fledging 
a  total  of  7  young.  At  Bardsey  Caernarfon  a  wintering  bird  was  last  seen  on  Feb.  1 3th 

LITTLE  OWL  Athene  noctua  TYLLUAN  FACH 

1995:  In  Gwent  breeding  by  7  pairs  was  noted  in  5  sites. 

1996:  This  species  is  greatly  under-recorded  and  breeding  season  records  would  be 
welcome.  Such  as  we  have  are  listed:  Gower:  bred  in  2  sites  and  records  from  5  others; 
Pembroke:  4  pairs  bred  on  Skomer  and  4  young  were  seen,  but  none  bred  on  Ramsey; 
Brecon:  recorded  in  19  sites  in  the  SE  of  the  county,  with  confirmed  breeding  in  3.  Always 
scarce  in  the  N  and  W  there  and  none  recorded;  Meirionnydd:  one  near  Aberdyfi  on  Feb. 
3rd  and  a  pair  at  Tonfanau  Aberdysynni  on  29th;  Caernarfon:  3  territories  on  Bardsey; 
Anglesey:  noted  as  ‘regular  in  the  north’. 

TAWNY  OWL  Strix  aluco  TYLLUAN  FRECH 

The  Clwyd  study  ( Welsh  Birds  l(3):52-58)  continued.  Of  17  territories  checked  16  were 
occupied.  In  15  nests  mean  c/s  was  2.6  and  b/s  was  2.13.  One  pair  failed  with  chicks  but  a 
total  of  22  young  fledged,  a  mean  of  1 .47  per  breeding  attempt.  See  also  page  63. 

LONG-EARED  OWL  Asia  otus*  TYLLUAN  GORNIOG 

All  records  were;  Gwent:  no  evidence  of  breeding  at  the  usual  upland  sites;  Gower:  2  at 
Felindre  NR  on  May  5th  and  one  on  July  14th;  Pembroke:  one  at  Rhodiad  y  Brenin  on  Jan. 
6th;  Brecon:  an  injured  bird  picked  up  at  Cwmgwdi  on  Feb.  13th  died;  Radnor:  a  check  of 
50  1km  squares  with  a  tape  lure  by  one  observer  produced  responses  in  6  in  mid  March, 
involving  male  song  and  flight  calls.  One  pair  was  known  to  breed  in  the  north  of  the 
county;  Montgomery:  one  at  Dolanog  on  Apr.  13th  but  a  former  site  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  was 
unoccupied;  Clwyd:  a  pair  present  in  a  new  site  but  breeding  not  proved.  There  were  singles 
at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  8th  and  from  25-30th. 

SHORT-EARED  OWL  A.  flarnmeus *  TYLLUAN  GLUSTIOG 

Breeding  season  records  as  follows:  Carmarthen/Brecon:  the  RSPB  survey  of  15,000  ha  of 
Mynydd  Du  found  one  summering;  Pembroke:  6  pairs  bred  at  Skomer;  one  failed  and  4 
fledged  13-14  young.  There  were  still  12  there  in  December;  Clwyd:  3  traditional  territories 
visited  but  only  one  was  occupied;  Meirionnydd/Clwyd:  on  the  Berwyn  3  occupied 
territories  located  and  pairs  bred  in  all  but  only  one  is  known  to  have  fledged  young  (2+). 
Otherwise  a  total  of  13  recorded  until  May  18th  and  16  from  Sept.  20th,  in  Pembroke  (8 
away  from  Skomer  and  nearby),  Carmarthen  (7),  Ceredigion  (4),  Radnor  (4), 
Montgomery  (1),  Caernarfon  (4)  and  Flint  (1).  Monthly  totals  from  these  records  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

6  7  3  5  4  0  0  0  1  4  8  3 

NIGHTJAR  Caprimulgus  europaeus*  TROELLWR  MAWR 

1995:  In  Gwent  3  nests  in  Wentwood  Forest  each  had  2  eggs,  from  which  a  total  of  4  young 
were  ringed.  Elsewhere  there  16  males/pairs  in  4  sites,  including  12  in  Ebbw  Forest. 
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Records  were  incomplete.  In  Denbigh  4  pairs  fledged  8  young  in  Nercwys  Forest. 

1996:  First  recorded  on  the  early  date  of  Apr.  30th,  when  2  were  calling  and  wing-clapping 
at  Upton  Pembroke.  Breeding  season  counts  received  are  listed.  They  do  not  represent  a 
complete  survey  of  the  Welsh  population.  Gower:  territorial  males  found  in  8  forestry  sites 
but  no  exact  counts;  Carmarthen:  3  males  noted  in  Brechfa  Forest  at  Dolgafos  and  one  in 
the  Crychan  Forest  Ceredigion:  a  pair  present  at  one  forest  site  and  a  territorial  male  at 
another.  One  was  heard  and  seen  at  Cors  Fochno  on  one  date;  Brecon:  6  males  in  the 
Crychan  Forest  and  6  in  forestry  at  Pen-y-Cae;  Montgomery:  territorial  males  in  Dyfnant 
Forest  (10),  at  Staylittle  (2-3)  and  Moel  Bentyrch  (2-3);  Denbigh:  4  females  fledged  a  total 
of  14  young  in  Nercwys  Forest.  One  male  on  this  site  was  bigamously  paired.  A  paper  on 
this  study  will  be  appearing  in  Welsh  Birds  in  June  1998. 

SWIFT  Apus  apus  GWENNOL  DDU 

The  largest  spring  gatherings  of  this  common  Welsh  summer  visitor  were  750  at  Pembroke 
on  May  1st  and  300  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  22nd  and  June  1st.  See  also  page  63. 

ALPINE  SWIFT  A.  melba*  GWENNOL  DDU'R  ALPAU 

One  at  Aberthaw  Glamorgan  (E)  on  May  19th. 

KINGFISHER  Alcedo  atthis  GLAS  Y  DORLAND 

The  only  systematic  counts  reported  for  this  fairly  widespread  species  were  from  Brecon, 
with  7  pairs  along  R.  Usk  from  Brecon  to  Fennifach  and,  along  the  R.  Wye  below  Builth 
Wells,  birds  during  May  to  July  at  Goytre,  Erwood,  Llyswen,  Ffordd  Fawr  and  Hay;  in 
Radnor  a  survey  of  the  R.  Wye  between  Newbridge  and  Hay  on  Feb.  4th  found  15  birds. 

HOOPOE  Upupa  epops*  COPOG 

A  pair  reared  3  young  in  Montgomery,  the  first  proven  breeding  for  Wales,  see  note  on 
page  79.  Otherwise  rather  few  records,  as  follows:  Gower:  one  at  Clyne  Farm  on  Apr.  20th; 
Pembroke:  singles  at  Waterston  on  Apr.  1 1th,  Skomer  on  5th  and  17th,  Skokholm  from 
May  5-1 1th  and  Ramsey  from  Sept.  7-1 1th. 

WRYNECK  Jynx  torquilla  *  PENGAM 

Singles  at  South  Stack  Anglesey  on  Apr.  27th  and  Penmon  there  on  May  7th,  at  Skomer 
Pembroke  on  Sept.  15th  and  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  6th.  One  picked  up  dead  under  a 
window  at  Llangybi  Gwent  in  early  September. 

GREEN  WOODPECKER  Picus  viridis  CNOCELL  WERDD 

1995:  A  breeding  survey  in  Gwent  recorded  birds  in  300  1km  squares  in  170  tetrads.  See 
Tyler,  S.J.  1996.  Green  Woodpeckers  in  Gwent.  Gwent  Bird  Report  31(1995):  16- 17. 

1996:  This  species  is  known  to  be  declining  in  several  counties  in  west  Wales,  eg. 
Ceredigion  (where  the  species  did  not  breed  at  Ynyshir  for  the  first  time  for  many  years) 
and  Meirionnydd,  where  there  were  records  of  singles  from  only  3  sites.  All  records  would 
be  gratefully  received.  In  Gower:  bred  in  8  sites  and  probably  bred  in  3  more,  while  birds 
were  seen  in  19  other  localities;  Pembroke:  reported  from  6  sites  and  all  records  are 
requested  in  that  county;  Anglesey:  reported  from  7  sites.  See  also  page  63. 

LESSER  SPOTTED  WOODPECKER  Dendrocopus.  minor *  CNOCELL  FRAITH  LEIAF 
This  rather  scarce  species  is  probably  under-recorded  and  all  records  received  are  listed. 
Gower:  pairs  or  birds  noted  at  5  sites;  Pembroke:  reported  in  4  sites,  with  2  pairs  in  one; 
Brecon:  pairs  or  birds  noted  in  7  sites,  all  in  the  SE  and  successful  breeding  in  one.  The  bird 
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is  now  very  scarce  or  absent  north  of  Mynydd  Epynt;  Montgomery:  present  in  2  sites; 
Meirionnydd:  one  near  Penrhyndeudraeth  on  Oct.  29th. 

WOODLARK  Lullula  arborea  *  EHEDYDD  Y  COED 

1995:  A  party  of  7  at  Dingestow  Gwent  on  Nov.  25th.  There  were  parties  here  in  both  the 
previous  autumns. 

SKYLARK  Alauda  arvensis  EHEDYDD 

There  was  a  significant  influx  in  January,  particularly  along  the  saltmarshes  of  the  Burry 
Inlet  Gower,  with  430  at  Llanrhidian  marsh  on  22nd  and  276  at  Wernffrwd  and  181  at 
Penclawdd  on  24th.  In  similar  habitat  in  the  Dee  Est.  there  were  50  on  the  Flint  marshes  and 
similar  numbers  at  Point  of  Ayr  Flint.  The  largest  inland  flock  was  of  33  at  Llyswen 
Brecon  on  28th.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  main  flocks  were  65  at  Wernffrwd  Gower  from 
Oct.  29th,  200  at  Talbenny  Pembroke  on  Nov.  15th,  50  on  rape  at  Llywel  Brecon  on  Sept. 
27th  and  70  on  stubble  at  Llanelieu  there  on  Dec.  14th  and  a  max.  of  100  on  saltmarsh  at 
Point  of  Ayr  Flint  in  November.  In  Anglesey  90  on  Newborough  Warren  on  Feb.  1st  and  80 
on  Dec.  24th. 

Systematic  counts  of  breeding  birds  for  this  very  common  species  were:  Gower:  in  km 
square  SS8995  there  were  26  in  1992,  24  in  ‘93,  12  in  ‘94,  19  in  ‘95  and  16  in  ‘96;  Brecon: 
a  min.  of  90-100  territorial  males  on  Mynydd  Epynt  MoD  but  only  5  in  5km  on  the  Black 
Mountains  on  May  4th.  See  also  page  63. 

SHORELARK  Eremophila  alpestris*  EHEDYDD  Y  TRAETH 

Single  birds  at  the  Cefni  Est.  Anglesey  from  Jan.  28th-Mar.  12th,  and  Ynyslas  Ceredigion 
on  Nov.  14th. 

SAND  MARTIN  Riparia  riparia  GWENNOL  Y  GLENNYDD 

Systematic  counts  of  breeding  birds  were  made  as  follows:  Gower:  413-418  pairs,  a  27% 
decrease  cf  1995,  distributed  on  R.  Loughor  320-325  (295  above  Pontardulais),  R.  Tawe  64 
in  7  colonies,  R.  Clydach  12,  R.  Neath  14  in  2  colonies,  R.  Afan  one  and  R.  Llan  2;  Brecon: 
c.120  pairs  in  one  colony  on  R.  Wye  at  Glasbury,  c.20  pairs  along  R.  Irfon  from  Builth 
Wells  to  Llanwrtyd  Wells,  100  on  R.  Usk  at  Brecon  and  30  nests  at  Tretower,  which  were 
found  to  contain  many  dead  young  on  Sept.  1st;  Montgomery:  200  pairs  at  Dolydd  Hafren, 
80  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  and  130  at  Pwll  Penarth;  Flint:  269  nest  holes  in  a  sand  quarry  at 
Afonwen-Bodfari.  No  other  colonies  reported  on. 

Spring  passage  max.  were  800  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Gower  on  Apr.  17th,  similar 
numbers  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  16th  and  29th  and  450  at  Cors  Fochno  Ceredigion 
on  22nd  but  there  were  300  at  the  Teifi  marshes  Pembroke  as  early  as  Mar.  27th.  In  the 
autumn  there  were  max.  of  1060+  at  Upper  Loughor  Gower  on  July  17th  and  1000-1500  at 
Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  Aug.  14th. 

SWALLOW  Hirundo  rustica  GWENNOL 

First  arrivals  were  noted  at  St.  Davids  Head  Pembroke  and  Borth  Ceredigion  on  Mar.  19th. 
No  breeding  counts  received  for  this  common  summer  visitor.  The  largest  spring  passage 
gathering  was  of  2500+  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Gower  on  Apr.  18th.  Some  substantial 
gatherings  in  September,  with  2000  at  roost  at  Crymlyn  Bog  Gower  on  4th  and  2400  at 
Clyne  Common  on  23rd,  1000  per  hour  passing  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  14th  and 
similar  numbers  for  3 lA  hours  on  26th  and  3000  at  Skokholm  on  22nd,  800  at  Cradoc 
Brecon  on  23rd  and  an  autumn  max.  of  1000  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  13th.  See  also  page 
63. 
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HOUSE  MARTIN  Delichon  urbica  GWENNOL  Y  BONDO 

One  at  Scolton  CP  Pembroke  on  Mar.  1 3th  was  an  early  date.  No  breeding  counts  received 
for  this  common  Welsh  summer  visitor,  except  that  none  nested  on  Bardsey  Lighthouse 
Caernarfon.  The  largest  spring  passage  gatherings  were  only  of  200  at  Eglwys  Nunydd 
Res.  Gower  on  May  19th,  27th  and  June  1st,  when  there  was  also  a  max.  of  120  at 
Llangorse  Lake  Brecon.  Passage  max.  in  autumn  were  1500  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Gower 
on  Aug.  19th,  400  near  Llanwrtyd  Brecon  on  Sept.  8th  and  600  SE  in  2 lA  hours  at  Strumble 
Head  Pembroke  on  20th.  One  at  Bryngwran  Anglesey  on  Nov.  6th.  See  also  page  63. 

RICHARD’S  PIPIT  Anthus  novaeseelandiae*  CORHEDYDD  RICHARD 

1994:  One  at  Mwnt  Ceredigion  on  Nov.  5th. 

1995:  One  at  Great  Orme  Head  Caernarfon  from  Oct.  7-8th  and  3  there  over  10-1 3th. 

1996:  In  Caernarfon  singles  at  Llandudno  on  Jan.  16th,  at  Bardsey  on  Sept.  14th  and  Oct. 
8th  and  at  Conwy  RSPB  from  Oct.  4-1 4th  and  Nov.  15-1 6th.  One  at  Fairbourne 
Meirionnydd  on  Oct.  2nd. 

MEADOW  PIPIT  A.  pratensis  CORHEDYDD  Y  WA  UN 

Systematic  breeding  counts  for  this  very  common  Welsh  species  were  in  Gower,  counts  of 
breeding  birds  in  km  square  SS8995  recorded  33  in  1992,  40  in  ‘93,  20  in  ‘94,  25  in  ‘95  and 
28  in  ‘96;  in  Brecon  40-50  territorial  males  were  counted  in  5km  on  the  Black  Mountains 
on  May  4th.  See  also  page  63. 

ROCK  PIPIT  A.  petrosus  CORHEDYDD  Y  GRA1G 

One  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  Oct.  6th  was  only  the  third  record  in  the  county  since 
1975.  Birds  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  littoralis  were  2  at  the  Gann  Pembroke  on 
Apr.  13th  and  2  on  Bardsey  Caernarfon  from  Apr.  10- 19th.  A  breeding  female  trapped 
there  on  May  15th  also  showed  characters  of  this  race.  For  breeding  counts  see  page  63. 

WATER  PIPIT  A.  spinoletta *  CORHEDYDD  Y  D$R 

1995:  One  at  Llyn  Heilyn  Radnor  on  Nov.  5th. 

1996:  All  records  were:  Gwent:  up  to  2  present  in  the  Peterstone/Wentlooge  area  from  Mar. 
2-Apr.  8th  and  2  at  Gobion  from  Nov.  10- 11th  and  on  Dec.  28th;  Carmarthen:  up  to  3 
wintering  in  the  early  months  until  Feb.  20th  and  one  on  Sept.  25th;  Pembroke:  one  at 
Ramsey  on  Sept.  9th;  Ceredigion:  one  at  Aberleri  from  Mar.  29th-Apr.  6th,  2  there  in 
November  and  4  in  December;  Brecon/Radnor:  one  in  the  Qlasbury  area  until  Mar.  24th 
and  2  there  in  November,  when  there  were  also  2  birds  at  Llanelwedd  and  one  near 
Penybont  Radnor;  Meirionnydd:  2  wintering  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Est.  from  January  to 
March  and  present  there  from  October,  with  a  max.  of  5  in  December. 

YELLOW  WAGTAIL  Motacilla  flava  *  SIGLEN  FELEN 

Breeding  records  received  were:  Brecon:  30  territorial  males  or  pairs  in  the  Wye  and  Llyfni 
valleys  between  Hay  and  Bronllys,  4  pairs  in  the  Usk  valley  between  Pencelli  and  Talybont 
(3  bred  successfully),  3  at  Llangorse  Lake  and  one  at  Penlan.  Potatoes  and  other  arable 
crops  attracted  many  of  these  pairs;  Radnor:  on  the  Radnor  side  of  the  lower  Wye  valley  50 
territorial  males  were  located.  Some  overlap  in  the  Brecon  and  Radnor  records  is  likely  in 
the  Glasbury  area  but  the  Wye  valley  is  probably  now  the  most  important  site  for  the  species 
in  Wales;  Montgomery:  6  pairs  bred  at  Dolydd  Hafren  but  other  sites  not  reported  on; 
apparently  none  bred  in  Flint. 

A  very  small  but  widespread  spring  passage  between  Apr.  12th  and  June  5th  and  a 
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more  marked  autumn  movement  from  August  to  Oct.  23rd.  The  largest  autumn  gatherings 
were  in  Brecon,  with  17  at  Glasbury  in  late  July  and  1 1  at  Llangorse  Lake  in  August  and 
September. 

One  of  a  pair  breeding  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  Gwent  showed  the  characters  of  the 
race  flava  and  another  of  this  race  seen  at  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  Apr.  20th.  One  showing 
the  characters  of  the  race  thunbergi  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  Gwent  on  May  30th. 

GREY  WAGTAIL  M.  cinerea  SIGLEN  LWYD 

Few  systematic  counts  for  this  common  species  of  Welsh  rivers  are  available  but,  in 
Carmarthen/Brecon,  15  territories  found  in  the  RSPB  survey  of  15,000  ha  of  Mynydd  Du. 
In  Brecon  only  one  pair  found  on  4000  ha  of  the  Cnewr  Estate,  6  pairs  on  streams  on 
Mynydd  Epynt  MoD,  3  pairs  along  the  R.  Usk  from  Pencelli  to  Talybont  and  only  2  along 
the  Irfon  above  Llanwrtyd.  A  marked  decline  following  the  cold  winter  seemed  clear.  See 
also  page  63. 

PIED  WAGTAIL  M.  alba  SIGLEN  FRA1TH 

Some  sizable  roosts  of  this  very  common  Welsh  species  were  noted,  with  70  at  Murton  on 
Oct.  13th  and  226+  at  Oxwich  Marsh  on  Nov.  3rd,  both  Gower,  150  at  the  Gann  Pembroke 
on  Sept.  5th  and  72  at  Brecon  s/f  Brecon  on  Jan.  28th  and  71  on  Dec.  29th  and  140  at 
Llangasty  on  Oct.  7th.  See  also  page  63. 

Spring  passage  of  birds  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  alba  (White  Wagtail)  was 
noted  throughout  April,  with  the  largest  flocks  at  Oakenholt  Flint,  with  33  on  16th,  38  on 
20th  and  40  on  23rd.  A  marked  autumn  passage  from  late  August  to  mid  November 
included  counts  of  100  at  the  Gann  Pembroke  on  Sept.  1st  and  35  at  Skokholm  on  4th  and, 
at  Bardsey  Caernarfon,  8  days  with  50+  between  Aug.  22nd  and  end  October  and  a  max.  of 
80  on  Sept.  9th. 
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WAX  WING  Bomby  cilia  garrulus  *  CYNFFON  SID  AN 

Following  the  major  invasion  of  England  in  the  winter  of  1995/96  there  was  a  marked  influx 
in  the  early  months,  with  some  128  birds  altogether,  a  very  high  total  for  Wales,  between 
Jan.  27th  and  Mar.  10th.  There  were  records  from  Gwent  (6),  Gower  (23),  Carmarthen 
(8),  Pembroke  (10),  Ceredigion  (31),  Brecon  (4),  Radnor  (26),  Montgomery  (11), 
Meirionnydd  (1),  Caernarfon  (2),  Anglesey  (5)  and  Denbigh  (1).  Parties  of  10  or  more 
involved  10  at  Tenby  Pembroke  in  January,  12  at  Howey  Radnor  on  31st,  20+  at  Ynyshir 
Ceredigion  on  Mar.  3rd  and  1 3  at  Cimla  Neath  Gower  from  1 1-1 7th. 

As  often  happens  the  following  winter  produced  a  scatter  of  records,  in  Gwent  (3), 
Carmarthen  (1),  Ceredigion  (3),  Radnor  (4)  and  Caernarfon  (1).  Approximate  monthly 
totals  for  the  year  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Nov.  Dec. 

30  55  43  2  10 

DIPPER  Cinclus  cinclus  BRONWEN  Y  D$R 

Systematic  counts  of  this  widespread  species  of  Welsh  rivers  received  as  follows:  Gower: 
5-7  pairs  on  R.  Afan  from  Pontrhydyfen  to  Cymmer;  Carmarthen/Brecon:  6  territories 
found  in  the  RSPB  survey  of  15,000  ha  of  Mynydd  Du  and  birds  present  in  7  other  sites 
there;  Brecon:  4  pairs  on  streams  on  Mynydd  Epynt  MoD;  Radnor:  27  birds  counted  along 
R.  Wye  from  Newbridge  to  Hay  on  Feb.  4th;  Montgomery:  4  pairs  at  Lake  Vymwy  RSPB; 
Denbigh:  3  successful  nests  along  4km  of  R.  Clwyd  near  Lleweni  Hall. 

BLACK  REDSTART  Phoenicurus  ochropus*  TINGOCH  DU 

C.22  were  apparently  wintering  in  the  early  months  in  Gwent  (2),  Gower  (3),  Carmarthen 
(1),  Pembroke  (at  least  10)  and  Ceredigion  (6).  A  small  spring  passage  was  noted  between 
Mar.  14th  and  June  16th  and  probably  involved  no  more  than  40  birds.  Autumn  passage  was 
noted  from  Sept.  18th  to  Dec.  5th.  Birds  were  very  widespread  but  total  numbers  are 
difficult  to  assess,  certainly  over  100  individuals  were  involved.  The  largest  counts  were  7  at 
St.  Brides  Pembroke,  14  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  25th  and  6  at  Great  Orme  Head  on 
Nov.  2nd.  About  14  were  present  later  in  December  and  may  have  been  wintering. 

REDSTART  P.  phoenicurus  TINGOCH 

Some  systematic  breeding  counts  for  this  common  Welsh  species  were  of  32  territories 
located  by  the  RSPB  survey  of  15,000  ha  of  Mynydd  Du  Carmarthen/Brecon,  11  on  the 
Cnewr  Estate,  25  on  Mynydd  Epynt  MoD  and  40  in  the  area  Cradoc-Aberyscir-Pontfaen,  all 
in  Brecon  and  13  pairs  which  fledged  a  total  of  30  young  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB 
Montgomery.  There  was  a  late  bird  at  Sketty  Park  Gower  on  Oct.  26th.  See  also  page  63. 

WHINCHAT  Saxicola  rubetra  CREC  YR  EITHIN 

There  was  an  early  record  for  Mar.  27th  at  Skomer  Pembroke.  Systematic  breeding  counts 
for  this  common  Welsh  species  were:  Carmarthen/Brecon:  the  RSPB  survey  of  15,000  ha 
of  Mynydd  Du  located  31  territories;  Brecon:  13  territories  on  4000  ha  of  the  Cnewr  Estate 
and  a  min.  of  22  in  Glasfynydd  Forest;  Montgomery:  68  pairs  on  Lake  Vymwy  RSPB.  See 
also  page  63. 

STONECHAT  S.  torquata  CLOCHDAR  Y  CERRIG 

The  breeding  population  remains  at  a  high  level.  There  were  breeding  records  from  all 
counties  sending  records  and  systematic  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Gower:  bred  in  at 
least  1 5  sites  and  a  good  breeding  season  was  indicated  by  a  max.  count  of  54  adults  and 
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juveniles  at  Clyne  Common  on  Aug.  31st;  Carmarthen/Brecon:  22  territories  located  in 
the  RSPB  survey  of  15,000  ha  of  Mynydd  Du;  Brecon:  a  total  of  22  pairs  found  in  10  sites, 
once  again  a  record  count  for  the  county.  Records  included  7  territories  on  4000  ha  of  the 
Cnewr  Estate  and  3  pairs,  which  fledged  18  young,  in  Glasfynydd  Forest;  Montgomery:  2- 
3  pairs  on  Morfa  Dyfi  NR.  See  also  page  63. 

WHEATEAR  Oenanthe  oenanthe  TINWEN  Y  GARN 

Spring  passage  peaks  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  were  200  on  Mar.  24th,  100  on  26th  and  150 
on  Apr.  20th;  there  were  102  at  South  Stack  Anglesey  on  21st.  The  RSPB  survey  of  15,000 
ha  of  Mynydd  Du  Carmarthen/Brecon  found  a  total  of  648  breeding  territories,  a  density 
of  4.4  pairs/km2;  birds  were  noted  in  166  other  sites.  There  were  also  80  territories  on  the 
4000  ha  of  the  neighbouring  Cnewr  Estate  Brecon,  a  density  of  2  pairs/km2,  with  birds 
noted  in  a  further  23  sites.  In  the  same  county  a  total  of  25  territories  on  Mynydd  Epynt 
MoD  represented  a  24%  decline  cf  1995.  See  also  page  63.  Late  records  were  of  singles  at 
Oakenholt  Flint  on  Nov.  7th  and  Ginst  Point  Carmarthen  on  Dec.  8th. 

DESERT  WHEATEAR  O.  deserti*  TINWEN  Y  DIFFAETHWCH 

One  near  Peterstone  Church  Gwent  from  Dec.  16-20th  was  the  first  for  the  county  and  the 
second  for  Wales. 

RING  OUZEL  Turdus  torquatus  MWYALCHEN  Y  MYNYDD 

There  were  early  records  of  singles  at  Lydstep  Haven  Pembroke  on  Feb.  3-4th  and  Penrhos 
CP  Anglesey  on  11th.  The  RSPB  survey  of  15,000  ha  of  Mynydd  Du  Carmarthen/Brecon 
located  12  territories,  a  decline  of  30%  since  the  last  survey  in  1978.  Elsewhere  in  Brecon 
there  were  9  pairs  in  8  sites,  including  4  at  Craig  Cerrig  Gleisiad  NNR.  Other  breeding  areas 
were  not  reported  on.  A  male  at  Llanuwchllyn  Meirionnydd  on  Dec.  29th. 

FIELDFARE  T.  pilaris  SOCAN  EIRA 

Larger  numbers  present  in  the  early  months  than  in  1995,  the  main  flocks  recorded  being  as 
follows:  Gower:  400  at  Kinley  Moor  on  Feb.  1 1th  and  800  at  Pitton  Cross  on  17th; 
Carmarthen:  450  at  Cynghordy  on  Jan.  24th,  500  at  Cilsan  Bridge  on  Feb.  27th  and  400  at 
Llangadog  on  Mar.  13th;  Brecon:  500  at  Cefn-gorwydd  on  Jan.  14th,  400  at  Glasbury  on 
28th,  330  at  Libanus  on  Mar.  15th,  900  at  Blaengwdi  on  22nd  and  500  at  Llanafan  on  Apr. 
4th;  Radnor:  1 100  W  over  Presteigne  on  Feb.  5th;  Montgomery:  300  at  Morfa  Dyfi  NR  on 
10th.  In  the  autumn  an  influx  in  November  included  flocks  of  500  near  Cynghordy 
Carmarthen  on  21st,  400  at  Llanwrtyd  Wells  Brecon  on  12th,  300  at  Glascwm  Radnor  on 
8th  and  300  at  Cwm  Ystrollen  Caernarfon  on  4th. 

REDWING  T.  iliacus  COCH  DAN- ADEN 

Flocks  of  300  or  more  reported  in  the  early  months  from  Gower,  with  430  at  Taibach.on 
Feb.  17th,  300  at  the  Upper  Loughor  and  300  at  Singleton  Park  on  Mar.  13th,  Pembroke, 
with  400  at  Neyland  on  Feb.  17th,  Carmarthen,  with  400  at  Cynghordy  on  Jan.  30th, 
Brecon,  with  300-400  at  Llanwrtyd  Wells  on  Mar.  19th  and  300  at  Llanafan  on  Apr.  4th  and 
Caernarfon,  with  a  spring  max.  of  330  at  Bardsey  on  Mar.  17th.  Rather  few  at  the  end  of 
the  year  with  1250  at  Taibach  Gower  on  Nov.  9th  as  the  only  major  flock. 

CETTI’S  WARBLER  Cettia  cetti*  TELOR  CETTI 

All  records  were:  Gwent:  a  single  male  singing  at  Greenmoor  Pool  from  Mar.  22-June  30th, 
with  2  additional  males  nearby  during  mid  May,  2  males  singing  in  the  grounds  of  BSC 
Llanwern  and  single  males  at  Uskmouth  and  Monsanto  Newport  during  April/May;  a  male 
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was  also  singing  at  Uskmouth  in  November  and  December;  Gower:  present,  as  usual,  at 
Oxwich  Marsh  (no  complete  count)  and  also  at  Port  Tennant  canal/Crymlyn  Bog.  A  new 
breeding  colony  was  found  at  Red  Jacket  Pill  near  Pant-y-Sais  fen,  where  2  broods  were 
ringed;  Carmarthen:  5  singing  males  at  Dyfatty  Marsh-Ashpits  Pond  Burry  Port,  Ffrwd 
Fen  2,  Pontnewydd  one  on  Mar.  15th,  Llangennech  one  on  Nov.  3rd  and  Witchett  Pool  3; 
Pembroke/Ceredigion:  only  4-5  singing  males  noted  in  the  Teifi  marshes  but  at  least  4 
juveniles  ringed;  Pembroke:  a  female  with  a  brood  patch  trapped  at  Llangloffan  Fen  in  May 
and  single  singing  males  noted  at  Castle  Martin  Corse,  Freshwater  East,  Rhoscrowther/ 
Angle  Bay  and  Pwllcrochan  Marshes  during  the  breeding  season;  Ceredigion:  one  at  Cors 
Caron  on  Sept.  24th;  Brecon:  one  singing  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Jan.  14th,  Feb.  3rd  and 
Nov.  20th  and  30th. 

GRASSHOPPER  WARBLER  Locustella  naevia  TROELLWR  BACH 

The  spring  max.  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  was  20  on  Apr.  27th.  One  systematic  count  for  this 
fairly  widespread  species  was  of  4  singing  males  at  Ynyshir  Ceredigion  c/8  in  1995.  See 
also  page  63. 

AQUATIC  WARBLER  Acrocephalus paludicolci*  TELOR  Y DWR 

1995:  2  were  trapped  at  the  Teifi  marshes  Pembroke/Ceredigion  on  Aug.  19th  in  addition 
to  that  of  the  4th. 

1996:  One  was  trapped  and  ringed  at  Uskmouth  Gwent  on  Aug.  1 1th. 

SEDGE  WARBLER  A.  schoenobanus  TELOR  YR  HESG 

Systematic  breeding  counts  for  this  widespread  Welsh  summer  visitor  were  of  50+  singing 
males  at  Pant-y-Sais  fen  Gower  on  July  18th,  36+  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  there  on  Apr. 
21st  and  30+  at  Crymlyn  Bog  on  May  5th.  The  latter  counts  may  have  included  migrants;  at 
Ynyshir  RSPB  Ceredigion  there  were  24.  See  also  page  63.  Spring  passage  max.  at  Bardsey 
Caernarfon  were  350  on  May  12th  and  100  on  14th.  In  autumn  the  max.  there  was  120  on 
Aug.  20th  and  44  juveniles  were  ringed  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  in  August. 

MARSH  WARBLER  A.  palustris*  TELOR  Y  GWERNI 

1995:  A  male  singing  at  Llyn  Cwellyn  Caernarfon  on  June  30th. 

REED  WARBLER  A.  scirpaceus  TELOR  Y  CRYS 

Systematic  counts  of  this  localised  Welsh  summer  visitor  were:  Gower:  50+  singing  males 
at  Pant-y-Sais  fen  on  July  11th;  Ceredigion:  21  singing  males  at  Ynyshir  RSPB  and  15 
along  ditches  at  Aberleri  Borth,  where  it  is  increasing  as  reeds  encroach;  Montgomery:  12 
singing  males  at  Morfa  Dyfi  NR. 

ICTERINE  WARBLER  Hippolais  icterina  *  TELOR  A  UR 

One  at  Abergwilli  Carmarthen  on  Dec.  2nd  and  6th.  The  first  December  record  for  Wales 
(and  for  Britain?),  although  there  are  2  November  records. 

MELODIOUS  WARBLER  H.  polyglotta  *  TELOR  PER 

Single  adults  trapped  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  June  6/7th  and  14th. 

DARTFORD  WARBLER  Sylvia  undata  *  TELOR  DARTFORD 

One  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  (E)  on  Apr.  6th  was  the  third  spring  record  in  successive 
years  in  Glamorgan. 
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TELOR  BRONGOCH 


SUBALPINE  WARBLER  S.  cantillans* 

A  male  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  June  16th. 

RUPPELL’S  WARBLER  S.  rueppelli*  TELOR  RUPPELL 

1995:  One  at  Porth  Meudwy  Aberdaron  Caernarfon  on  June  21st  was  the  first  record  for 
Wales.  See  note  on  page  77. 

BARRED  WARBLER  S.  nisoria*  TELOR  RHESOG 

1994:  One  at  Uskmouth  Gwent  from  Aug.  29-Sept.  1st. 

1996:  One  at  South  Stack  Anglesey  on  Oct.  12th. 

GARDEN  WARBLER  S.  borin  TELOR  YR  ARDD 

Late  date:  one  at  Porthclais  Pembroke  on  Nov.  1st.  See  also  page  63. 

BLACKCAP  S.  atricapilla  TELOR  PENDDU 

Wintering  records  only  are  given  for  this  common  breeding  summer  visitor.  Altogether  61 
were  noted  in  January  and  February  and  24  in  late  November  and  December,  although  not 
all  November  birds  were  necessarily  wintering.  Birds  were  noted  in  Gower  (18  &  6), 
Carmarthen  (7  &  3),  Pembroke  (15  &  10),  Ceredigion  (15  &  2),  Brecon  (3  &  1), 
Meirionnydd  (1  &  1),  Caernarfon  (0  &  1),  Anglesey  (1  &  0)  and  Flint  (1  &  0).  See  also 
page  63. 

GREENISH  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  trochiloides *  TELOR  GWYRDD 

One  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  June  27th. 

YELLOW-BROWED  WARBLER  Ph.  inornatus*  TELOR  AELFELYN 

Singles  at  Cheriton  Gower  on  Oct.  20th,  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  21st  and  Dolgellau 
Meirionnydd  on  14th,  the  first  county  record. 

CHIFFCHAFF  Ph.  collybita  SIFF-SAFF 

Wintering  birds  and  passage  max.  only  are  given  for  this  common  Welsh  summer  visitor,  as 
follows:  Gower:  totals  of  8  in  January  and  February  and  4  in  November/December; 
Carmarthen:  7  in  January,  5  in  February  and  3  in  December;  Pembroke:  recorded  in  5 
sites  at  both  ends  of  the  year,  with  max.  of  6  at  St.  Ishmaels;  Ceredigion:  2  in  January/ 
February  and  one  in  December;  Anglesey:  one  in  December;  Flint:  2  in  December. 

The  spring  passage  max.  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  was  100  on  Apr.  20th  and  the  autumn 
max.  was  400  on  Sept.  10th,  with  stragglers  to  Dec.  26th.  One  showing  the  characters  of  the 
race  tristis  was  trapped  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  Nov.  9th.  See  also  page  63. 

WILLOW  WARBLER  Ph.  trochilus  TELOR  Y  HELYG 

First  recorded  at  Aberdyfi  Meirionnydd,  Bardsey  Caernarfon  and  Holland  Arms 
Anglesey  on  Mar.  24th,  an  early  date.  Spring  passage  max.  at  Bardsey  was  500  on  Apr.  27th 
but  there  were  12  spring  dates  when  100-1-  were  noted.  The  autumn  max.  were  2000  on  Aug. 
20th,  500  on  21st  and  100  on  Sept.  20th.  See  also  page  63  and  Ringing  Report  p.74. 

FIRECREST  Regulus  ignicapillus *  DRYW  PENFFLAMGOCH 

1995:  In  Gwent  singles  at  Uskmouth  on  Oct.  8th,  Black  Rock  on  22nd,  Woodstock  Pool 
from  Nov.  3-6th  and  Abergavenny  on  16th. 

1996:  Recorded  in  every  month  except  February,  March  and  August,  in  Gwent  (2),  Gower 
(7),  Carmarthen  (5),  Pembroke  (c.26),  Ceredigion  (4),  Caernarfon  (8)  and  Flint  (3).  The 
only  winter  record  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  one  at  Westfield  Pill  Pembroke  on  Jan. 
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1st,  spring  passage  involved  only  5  birds  between  Apr.  4th  and  June  15th  and  autumn 
passage  c.49  between  Sept.  20th  and  end  December.  On  July  7th  one  was  found  in 
Wentwood  Gwent,  a  former  breeding  site.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June.  July.  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

1  0  0  1  3  1  1  0  1  19  24  5 

RED-BREASTED  FLYCATCHER  Ficedula  parva  *  GWYBEDOG  BRONGOCH 

Single  birds  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Sept.  21st,  with  another  the  following  day,  and  Oct. 
23rd  and  at  Nine  Wells  Pembroke  on  21st. 

PIED  FLYCATCHER  F.  hypoleuca  GWYBEDOG  BRITH 

Systematic  counts  for  this  common  Welsh  summer  visitor  were:  Carmarthen:  252  pairs 
fledged  926  young  at  Gwenffrwyd/Dinas  RSPB  but  17  pairs  fledged  only  6  from  93  eggs  at 
Abbey  Woods  Whitland;  Montgomery:  104  pairs  fledged  381  young  at  Lake  Vyrnwy 
RSPB.  See  also  page  63. 

WILLOW  TIT  Pams  montanus  TITW'R  HELYG 

A  marked  decline  was  noted  in  Pembroke  and  in  Brecon  as  a  result  of  the  cold  spell  early 
in  the  year.  See  also  page  63. 

BLUE  TIT  P.  caeruleus  TITW  TOMAS  LAS 

An  extraordinary  record  of  a  flock  of  c.130  feeding  in  the  edge  of  a  field  of  oats  at  Pennorth 
Brecon  on  Aug.  30th.  See  also  page  63. 

PENDULINE  TIT  Remiz  pendulis*  TITW  PENDIL 

A  male  and  at  least  one  other  bird  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  (E)  from  Nov.  1 1th  into  1997, 
the  second  record  for  Wales. 

GOLDEN  ORIOLE  Oriolus  oriolus*  EURYN 

In  Gwent  a  male  heard  at  Llanfihangel  Ystern  Llewem  from  June  16- 18th,  in  Pembroke, 
singles  at  Skomer  from  May  22-June  6th  and  Hylton  Woods  on  June  9th  and  in  Flint  a 
female  at  Connah’s  Quay  on  July  4th. 

ISABELLINE  SHRIKE  Lanius  isabellinus*  CIGYDD  GWDW 

An  immature  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  from  Oct.  25-26th  was  the  first  for  the  island  and  the 
third  for  Wales.  See  photograph. 

RED-BACKED  SHRIKE  L.  collurio *  CIGYDD  CEFNGOCH 

In  Pembroke  singles  at  Skokholm  on  June  6th  and  Skomer  on  Aug.  17th,  a  male  at 
Cynghordy  Carmarthen  on  July  9th  and  an  immature  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Sept.  6th. 

GREAT  GREY  SHRIKE  L.  excubitor*  CIGYDD  MAWR 

1995:  One  in  the  Monnow  valley  at  Maypole  Gwent  from  Feb.  12-Mar.  29th. 

1996:  Only  5  recorded  as  follows:  one  at  Kilgetty  Pembroke  on  Mar.  27th,  one  in  Giedd 
Forest  Brecon  on  Apr.  21st,  one  at  Cefn  Mawr  Newtown  Montgomery  in  October,  one  at 
Usk  Res.  Carmarthen  over  Dec.  26-27th  and  one  at  Cors  Erddreiniog  Anglesey  until  Jan. 
8th. 

WOODCHAT  SHRIKE  L.  senator *  CIGYDD  PENGOCH 

An  adult  at  Llanwrtyd  Wells  Brecon  from  Aug.  25-27th  was  the  first  record  for  the  county. 
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JAY  Garrulus  glandarius  YSGRECH  Y  COED 

A  marked  irruptive  movement  noted  on  the  Pembroke  coast,  where  the  species  is  not 
normally  seen,  following  a  failure  of  the  acorn  crop  in  the  county.  See  also  page  63. 


CHOUGH  Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax  BRAN  GOESGOCH 

The  table  below  sets  out  the  results  of  the  all  Wales  surveys  over  Feb.  3/4th  and  Sept.  7/8th 
and  of  breeding  surveys. 


Winter  count 

Breeding 

Young 

Overall 

Autumn  count 

Feb.  3/4th 

pairs 

reared  (prs) 

productivity  (prs) 

Sept.  7/8th 

Anglesey 

53 

26 

62 

Caernarfon* 

78 

61-68 

7  (5) 

1.40  (5) 

178 

Meirionnydd 

36 

13-15 

58 

Ceredigion** 

29 

20 

42  (15) 

2.80  (15) 

58 

Pembroke*** 

101-106 

46 

95  (46) 

2.07  (46) 

190 

Gower**** 

4 

0 

4 

Montgomery 

7 

2 

*  In  Caernarfon  breeding  results  only  available  for  Bardsey;  two-thirds  of  the  population  was  on  the 
Llyn. 

**  In  Ceredigion  2  pairs  did  not  lay;  3  breeding  sites  were  not  checked  but  were  presumed  to  hold 
birds. 

***  In  Pembroke  6  non-breeding  pairs  held  territory  and  there  were  26-32  other  non-breeding  birds 
present. 

****  In  Gower  there  was  no  evidence  of  breeding  but  pairs  were  present  in  2  sites. 

There  was  an  influx  of  1 1  birds  onto  Bardsey  Caernarfon  in  late  November,  which 
stayed  to  the  end  of  the  year.  A  flock  of  17  fed  regularly  on  fields  at  Tanybwlch  by 
Aberystwyth  Ceredigion  in  November/December.  Monthly  max.  at  the  roost  at  Craig  yr 
Aderyn  Meirionnydd  are  tabulated;  nc  indicates  no  count. 
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Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

49  32  nc  13  14  nc  37  nc  45  20  19  9 

JACKDAW  Corvus  monedula  JAC-Y-DO 

Large  roosts  of  this  very  common  Welsh  species  noted  were  of  3000-5000  at  Crymlyn  Bog 
Gower  at  both  ends  of  the  year  and  one  of  2200+  at  Gowerton  there  on  Oct.  18th,  and  max. 
of  1200  in  January  and  500  in  September  in  the  big  corvid  roost  at  Newborough  Forest 
Anglesey.  See  also  page  63. 

ROOK  Corvus  frugilegus  YDFRAN 

A  complete  survey  in  Gower  recorded  1157  nests  in  42  colonies,  of  which  705  in  26 
colonies  were  on  the  Gower  Peninsula  proper.  The  figures  represent  a  further  increase  of 
6%;  in  Pembroke,  1585  nests  in  48  colonies  were  mapped  in  the  area  south  of  Milford 
Haven  waterway  and  east  to  Penally,  an  area  of  c.135  km2  giving  an  estimated  density  of 
1 1.7  pairs/km2.  This  sample  represents  c.9%  of  the  total  land  area  of  the  county,  in  which 
density  is  less  than  half  that  provided  by  the  random  sample  of  14  1km  squares  counted  for 
the  Rook  survey,  which  returned  a  density  of  25  pairs/km2.  Whether  this  disparity  really 
exists  would  be  worth  establishing.  The  max.  count  at  the  corvid  roost  in  Newborough 
Forest  Anglesey  was  400  in  January;  there  was  none  in  August.  See  also  page  63. 

CARRION  CROW  C.  corone  BRAN  DYDDYN 

At  the  corvid  roost  at  Newborough  Forest  Anglesey  there  were  max.  counts  of  50  in  January 
and  400  in  August.  See  also  page  63. 

Hooded  Crows  were  recorded  only  in  Anglesey,  with  one  regularly  noted  at  South 
Stack;  Pembroke,  with  singles  at  St.  Davids  during  January  and  February,  Dinas  Mountain 
on  Jan.  6th  and  in  late  August,  Castle  Martin  ranges  over  May  24-25th  and  Ramsey  on  July 
22nd  and  Aug.  14th;  and  Caernarfon,  with  singles  at  Bardsey  on  5  dates  in  March,  once  in 
April  and  8  dates  in  May  and  one  at  Rhiw  over  Nov.  20-2 1st.  A  hybrid  Carrion/Hooded 
Crow  was  also  seen  regularly  at  Llyn  Traffwll  Anglesey  during  the  year. 

RAVEN  C.  corax  CIGFRAN 

The  only  systematic  counts  of  breeding  birds  were:  Carmarthen/Brecon:  8  territories 
located  in  the  RSPB  survey  of  15,000  ha  of  Mynydd  Du  and  2  on  the  4000  ha  of  the 
neighbouring  Cnewr  Estate  Brecon;  Montgomery:  11  pairs  on  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB; 
Denbigh/Flint:  21  traditional  territories  visited,  of  which  14  were  occupied.  In  these  mean 
c/s  in  6  nests  was  4.83,  brood  size  in  5  nests  was  3.4  and  mean  fledged  b/s  was  2.28;  3  nests 
failed.  See  also  page  63. 

At  the  corvid  roost  in  Newborough  Forest  Anglesey  monthly  max.  recorded  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept. 

510  583  nc  325  759  563  536  320  856 

There  was  no  count  in  March.  The  September  count  was  the  largest  made  in  Britain 
this  century  but  was  to  be  eclipsed  in  early  1997  when  numbers  rose  well  over  1000  birds, 
making  the  roost  the  second  largest  ever  recorded  in  the  species  world-wide  range. 

STARLING  Sturnus  vulgaris  DRUDWEN 

Some  roost  counts  for  this  very  common  Welsh  species  were:  Gower:  5000  N  over 
Sandfields  Estate  on  Feb.  9th  and  6000  roosting  at  Oxwich  marsh  on  Oct.  27th;  Ceredigion: 
c.  100,000  roosting  in  the  Teifi  marshes  during  January;  Brecon:  5000  roosting  in  laurels  at 
Ffrwdgrech  during  January-March,  16,000  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Nov.  30th  and  12,000  on 
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Dec.  13th;  Caernarfon:  3500  at  Rhiw  on  Oct.  22nd;  Flint:  1500  at  Oakenholt  on  Oct.  27th. 
See  also  page  63. 

ROSE-COLOURED  STARLING  5.  roseus*  DRUDWEN  WRIDOG 

One  at  Pembroke  Dock  Pembroke  over  Jan.  1 3-  14th. 

TREE  SPARROW  Passer  montanus  GOLF  AN  Y  MYNYDD 

1995:  Although  now  generally  scarce  reported  as  ‘still  plentiful’  as  a  breeding  bird  north 
and  west  of  Dingestow  Gwent  and  a  post-breeding  flock  of  up  to  40  noted  there  on  Aug. 
9th. 

1996:  In  Brecon  40-45  pairs  were  found  breeding  and  many  were  successful.  In 
Montgomery  there  was  a  colony  of  15  pairs  in  nest  boxes  at  Cefn  Mawr  Newtown.  In 
Pembroke,  where  breeding  is  rare,  a  pair  was  nest  building  at  Castle  Morris  on  Apr.  25th 
but  apparently  deserted.  A  male  was  singing  at  Llangloffan  on  May  18th. 

Winter  parties  and  flocks  probably  give  a  better  idea  of  status  than  the  scattered 
breeding  information  received.  They  are  summarised  in  the  table  on  page  60.  Flocks  were 
recorded  in  every  county  except  Montgomery  and  Meirionnydd  but  were  sparse  in  Gower 
(one  party  of  4,  one  of  2  and  2  singles),  Ceredigion  (one  group  of  7  in  a  garden)  and 
Caernarfon  (one  party  of  3).  The  largest  flocks  were  100-120  in  roots  near  Garth  Brecon  in 
January  and  a  max.  of  200  in  an  undersown  barley  stubble  at  Llyn  Helyg  Flint  in  the  early 
months.  But  the  species  was  most  widely  reported  from  Brecon,  with  a  total  of  14  flocks 
totalling  425  birds;  flocks  were  found  in  roots  (6),  weedy  pasture  (1),  cereals  (1)  and  around 
sheep  troughs  (2). 

CHAFFINCH  F ring  ilia  coelebs  JI-BINC 

Substantial  winter  flocks  were  noted  in  most  counties  and  are  summarised  in  the  table  on 
page  60,  which  should  not  be  regarded  as  a  complete  record  for  this  very  common  species. 
Arable  fields  were  the  most  usual  habitat.  See  also  page  63. 

BRAMBLING  F.  montifringilla  PINC  Y  MYNYDD 

Following  the  major  influx  in  late  October  and  early  November  1995,  large  flocks  were 
widespread  in  central  and  north  Wales  in  the  early  months  and  are  summarised  in  the  table 
on  page  60.  As  in  late  1995  most  were  on  beechmast  and  the  largest  flocks  were  800  in 
Dinefwr  Park  Carmarthen  on  Jan.  7th,  up  to  500  in  Hafod  Woods  Cwmystwyth 
Ceredigion  on  Mar.  19th  and  similar  numbers  at  Llysdinam  Newbridge  Brecon/Radnor 
until  early  April.  By  contrast  only  2  birds  were  seen  in  Gower  and  3  in  Pembroke  in  this 
period.  Few  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  30  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  17th  much  the 
largest  count. 

GREENFINCH  Carduelis  chloris  LLINOS  WERDD 

This  species  is  not  a  particularly  frequent  component  of  autumn  and  winter  finch  flocks  but 
some  sizable  flocks  were  noted,  mainly  on  arable  crop  residues,  and  are  summarised  in  the 
table  on  page  60.  Far  more  probably  lurk  at  suburban  feeding  stations  and  go  unrecorded. 
As  a  breeding  bird  this  species  is  increasing  very  noticably  in  Brecon.  See  also  page  63. 

GOLDFINCH  C.  carduelis  NICO 

Those  autumn  and  winter  flocks  noted  are  summarised  in  the  table  on  page  60.  Much  the 
largest  was  of  200  on  linseed  stublle  at  Martletwy  Pembroke  on  Jan.  15th  but  flocks  are  far 
less  attached  to  arable  fields  than  most  finches.  See  also  page  63. 
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AUTUMN  AND  WINTER  FINCH  AND  BUNTING  FLOCKS  IN  WALES  IN  1996 

Number  of  flocks  Total  birds  Average  flock  size 


Autumn 

Winter 

Autumn 

Winter 

Autumn 

Winter 

Tree  Sparrow 
Chaffinch 

24 

17 

800 

3446 

33 

203 

Brambling 

Greenfinch 

11 

17 

700 

4235 

63 

250 

Goldfinch 

9 

3 

725 

315 

81 

105 

Siskin 

10 

4 

955 

280 

95 

70 

Linnet 

17 

20 

3045 

4204 

179 

210 

Yellowhammer 

10 

303 

30 

SISKIN  C.  spinus 

See  tables  on  pages  60  and  63. 
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LINNET  C.  cannabina  LLINOS 

Sizable  autumn  and  winter  flocks  were  noted  in  all  counties  and  are  summarised  in  the  table 
on  page  60.  Winter  flocks  were  mainly  using  oil-seed  rape,  linseed  and  cereal  stubbles, 
unsprayed  root  fields  and,  in  the  early  months,  saltmarsh,  where  the  largest  flock,  of  1000  at 
Wernffrwd  Gower  on  Feb.  7th,  was  noted.  See  also  page  63. 


TWITE  C.  flavirostris  *  LLINOS  Y  MYNYDD 

All  records  were:  Pembroke:  singles  at  Skokholm  on  Oct.  6th  and  Fowborough  on  Nov. 
16th;  Ceredigion:  8  at  Ynyslas  during  January  and  February,  up  to  4  there  in  November  and 
6  in  December;  Meirionnydd:  2  at  Morfa  Harlech  on  Jan.  13th;  Flint:  on  Flint  saltmarshes 
max.  of  Jan.  80,  Feb.  95  and  Mar.  77  and,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  Oct.  21,  Nov.  85  and  Dec. 
65.  Two  at  Oakenholt  on  Apr.  16th  and  2  at  Point  of  Ayr  on  Oct.  30th.  The  only  breeding 
season  record  was  of  3  in  an  area  of  long  heather  at  Llandewi  Brefi  Ceredigion  on  June  1st. 


REDPOLL  C.  flammea  LLINOS  BENGOCH 

No  significant  winter  flocks  recorded.  One  systematic  breeding  count  for  this  widespread 
species  was  of  26  singing  males  in  Craig-y-Llyn  Gower.  A  flock  of  60+  at  Marford  Quarry 
Denbigh  on  Mar.  10th  were  considered  to  be  of  the  form  flammea  (Mealy  Redpolls).  See 
also  page  63. 

ARCTIC  REDPOLL  C.  hornemanni  *  LLINOS  BENGOCH  YR  ARCTIG 

Following  the  major  influx  into  eastern  England  during  the  previous  autumn  there  were 
single  birds  at  Goodwick  Pembroke  from  Feb.  6-Mar.  17th  and  at  Great  Orme  Caernarfon 
on  Apr.  1 1th  and  2  at  Marford  Denbigh  from  Mar.  6-1 1th.  These  constitute  the  second,  third 
and  fourth  Welsh  records. 


CROSSBILL  Loxia  eurvirostra  GYLFIN  GROES 

Another  poor  year  but  breeding  was  known  or  possible  in  4  counties  as  follows:  Gower: 
pairs  or  singing  males  in  6  sites  during  January  to  May;  Ceredigion:  one  singing  male 
recorded;  Brecon:  2  pairs  bred,  with  unknown  result,  in  Crychan  Forest,  a  pair  seen  with 
one  young  at  Battle  Hill  and  pairs  present  in  Glasfynydd  Forest  and  at  Usk  Res.  In 
December  singing  males  were  noted  at  Usk  Res.  and  Llanwrtyd  (where  bred  in  early  1997); 
Radnor:  ‘a  few  pairs’  bred  in  the  Elan  valley.  Otherwise  the  only  significant  records  were 
of  flocks  of  20+  in  Crynant  Forest  Gower,  40+  at  Cwmystwyth  Ceredigion  and  12  at  Cwm 
Dyfnant  Brecon  in  December  and  25  at  Cwm  Mynach  Meirionnydd  on  Nov.  30th. 
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COMMON  ROSEFINCH  Carpodacus  erythrinus*  LLINOS  GOCH 

In  Caernarfon  one  at  Llanfairfechan  on  June  8th,  a  male  at  Bardsey  on  May  31st,  an  adult 
male  and  a  first  summer  male  there  on  June  6th  and  a  first  summer  male  or  female  on  16th, 
and  one  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  Sept.  25th. 

HAWFINCH  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes*  GYLFINBRAFF 

1995:  In  Gwent  a  party  of  15  in  a  garden  at  Wyesham  Monmouth  on  Mar.  19th  had  been 
present  at  least  a  week.  Three  pairs  were  found  breeding  in  the  lower  Wye  valley,  fledging 
broods  of  2,  3  and  4  and  a  pair  bred  successfully  in  the  south  of  the  county. 

1996:  All  records  were:  Carmarthen:  one  at  Llangadog  on  Mar.  23rd  and  4  (2  immatures) 
at  Cynghordy  on  Aug.  13th;  Pembroke:  one  at  Haverfordwest  on  Oct.  7th;  Ceredigion:  one 
at  Llechryd  over  Dec.  l-2nd;  Brecon:  one  at  Llyswen  on  Dec.  18th;  Montgomery:  a  pair 
regularly  seen  in  Shade  Oak  Wood  Guilsfield;  Meirionnydd:  one  singing  at  Tyddyn-Mawr 
Coed  y  Brenin  on  Jan.  21st  and  3  at  Llanelltyd  Church  Mawddach  on  Dec.  23rd. 

COMMON  YELLOWTHROAT  Geothlypis  trichas *  GYDDF-FELYN 

A  female  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Sept.  27th  was  the  first  for  Wales  and  only  the  fifth  for 
Europe.  See  note  on  page  78  and  photograph. 

LAPLAND  BUNTING  Calcarius  lapponicus*  BRAS  Y  GOGLEDD 

All  records  were:  Pembroke:  singles  at  Skomer  on  Sept.  20th  and  Strumble  Head  on  Oct. 
10th,  with  2  at  the  latter  on  2nd  and  9th;  Ceredigion:  one  at  the  Dyfi  Est.  on  Mar.  23rd; 
Caernarfon:  one  at  Bardsey  on  Sept.  20th;  Flint:  one  at  Gronant  on  Oct.  24th. 

SNOW  BUNTING  Plectrophenax  nivalis*  BRAS  YR  EIRA 

1995:  Four  flying  east  at  West  Pill  Gwent  on  Dec.  24th. 

1996:  In  the  early  months  2  at  Gronant  beach  Flint  on  Mar.  22nd  and  one  at  Strumble  Head 
Pembroke  on  Apr.  19th  were  the  only  records.  An  exceptional  influx  in  autumn,  as  follows: 
Carmarthen:  totals  of  Oct.  (4),  Nov.  (13)  and  Dec.  (14);  Pembroke:  at  Strumble  Head  a 
total  of  160  noted  on  10  dates  between  Oct.  24th  and  Dec.  8th.  Elsewhere  totals  of  Sept.  (2), 
Oct.  (18),  Nov.  (9)  and  Dec.  (1),  with  a  max.  of  8  at  St  Govans  Head  on  Oct.  14th; 
Ceredigion:  a  total  of  22  in  singles  or  small  groups  scattered  all  along  the  coast  in  7 
localities  from  Mwnt  to  the  Dyfi  Est.  between  Oct.  3rd  and  Dec.  16th.  The  largest  group  was 
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of  5  at  Ynyshir  RSPB  on  Oct.  3rd;  Brecon:  2  on  the  Brecon  Beacons  on  Oct.  25th,  one  in 
Brecon  (photographed  at  a  bird-table!)  over  Nov.  24-25th  and  2  on  Mynydd  Trawsnant  on 
Dec.  31st;  Radnor:  one  at  Pont  ar  Elan  on  Nov.  12th  and  9  in  Radnor  Forest  in  mid 
December;  Caernarfon:  singles  on  6  dates  between  Sept.  29th  and  Oct.  17th  and  one  on 
Dec.  6th;  Denbigh:  7  at  Kinmel  Bay  on  Oct.  29th  and  14  at  Abergele  on  Nov.  26th;  Flint:  8 
at  Gronant  beach  on  Oct.  17th  increasing  to  25  on  Nov.  8th,  32  on  9th,  46  on  17th  and  53  on 
1 8th.  Thereafter  numbers  fell  rapidly.  At  Point  of  Ayr  there  were  3  on  Oct.  24th,  16  on  Nov. 
13th  but  only  one  remaining  next  day.  A  count  along  the  Denbight/Flint  coast  on  Dec.  21st 
found  1 8  at  Abergele,  20  at  Pensarn,  5  at  Gronant  and  2  at  Point  of  Ayr;  Anglesey:  one  at 
Soldiers  Point  on  Mar.  25th,  1 3  there  on  Nov.  1  st  and  one  at  Red  Wharf  Bay  on  29th. 

YELLOWHAMMER  Emberiza  citrinella  MELYN  YR  EITHIN 

Systematic  breeding  counts  for  this  widespread  species  were,  in  Gower,  8  pairs  counted 
from  Middleton  to  Lewis  Castle  and  then  back  along  the  cliffs  via  Mewslade  and,  in 
Carmarthen/Brecon,  6  territories  located  in  the  RSPB  survey  of  15,000  ha  of  Mynydd  Du. 
Winter  flocks  are  summarised  in  the  table  on  page  60  and  included  flocks  of  50  at  Felinfach 
Brecon  in  February  and  80  at  Ffostyll  there  in  stubble  in  October.  See  also  page  63. 

ORTOLAN  BUNTING  Emberiza  hortulana*  BRAS  Y  GERDDI 

Singles  at  Lisvane  Res.  Glamorgan  (E)  on  Sept.  17th,  Bardsey  Caernarfon  over  17- 18th 
and  Oct.  25-29th  and  at  Morfa  Dinlle  on  Sept.  17th. 

REED  BUNTING  E.  schoeniclus  BRAS  Y  CYRS 

One  systematic  count  for  this  fairly  common  Welsh  species  found  31  territories  in  the  RSPB 
survey  of  15,000  ha  of  Mynydd  Du  Carmarthen/Brecon,  with  5  on  the  neighbouring  4000 
ha  of  the  Cnewr  Estate  Brecon.  See  also  page  63. 

BLACK-HEADED  BUNTING  E.  melanocephala *  BRAS  PENDDU 

In  Pembroke  a  single  male  seen  intermittently  at  Skokholm  from  May  29-June  6th  and 
Skomer  from  June  5- 1 2th. 

CORN  BUNTING  Milaria  calandra  *  BRAS  YR  YD 

Although  breeding  birds  were  not  counted  a  winter  flock  of  26  at  Shotwick  Flint  on  Jan. 
26th  confirmed  that  the  species  retains  its  toehold  in  Wales. 

[INDIGO  BUNTING  Passerina  cyanea*  BRAS  DULAS 

A  first  winter  male  at  Ramsey  Pembroke  from  Oct.  17-26th.  This  record  has  been  accepted 
by  BBRC  but  awaits  formal  endorsement  by  the  British  Ornithologists  Union  Records 
Committee  as  the  first  Category  A  record  for  Britain.] 
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COUNTS  OF  COMMON  BREEDING  BIRDS  IN  WALES  IN  1996 


One  of  the  difficulties  publications  such  as  the  Welsh  Bird  Report  always  face  is  to 
give  any  idea  either  of  the  numbers  of  common  and  widespread  birds  in  an  area  as  large  and 
diverse  as  Wales  or  of  changes  in  their  populations.  For  some  species,  such  as  hirundines, 
thrushes  or  finches,  it  is  possible  to  give  some  indication  of  continuing  status  by  giving 
regular  summaries  of  winter  or  passage  flocks,  although  changes  in  these  may  not  reflect 
local  conditions.  Ringing  totals  also  provide  some  clues.  But  for  many  common  species 
these  sources  have  little  to  say. 

Table  1  therefore  lists  some  counts  of  breeding  numbers,  based  largely  on  singing 
males,  in  defined  areas.  The  sites  are  numbered  in  the  table  and  are  as  follows:  1.  Gwent 
Penallt.  51.4  ha.  Pastoral  farmland,  mainly  sheep,  densely  hedged  and  with  copses  and 
gardens;  2.  Pembroke  Dowrog  NR.  80  ha.  Damp  heathland;  3.  Pembroke  Skokholm  NR. 
106  ha.  Offshore  island,  grassland/bracken,  not  recently  stocked;  4.  Pembroke  Skomer  NR. 
289  ha.  Offshore  island,  grassland/bracken  and  some  heather,  not  recently  stocked;  5. 
Pembroke  Ramsey  NR.  254  ha.  Offshore  island,  grassland/bracken,  recently  stocked  (sheep 
and  deer);  6.  Caernarfon  Bardsey  NR.  178  ha.  Offshore  island,  grassland,  scrub  and  heath, 
recently  stocked  (sheep  and  ponies);  7.  Ceredigion  Coed  Penrhyn-Mawr,  12.15  ha.  Mature 
oak  woodland,  mainly  closed  canopy. 

Fewer  records  are  available  for  1996  but  the  intention  remains  to  refine  and  extend  the 
table  as  records  allow.  Comparisons  between  the  4  offshore  islands  seem  particularly 
interesting.  In  time  it  should  be  possible  to  make  some  useful  analyses  of  these  data. 


TABLE  1.  COUNTS  OF  COMMON  BREEDING  BIRDS  AT 
SELECTED  WELSH  SITES  IN  1996 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Mallard 

P 

2 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Moorhen 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

Stock  Dove 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wood  Pigeon 

26 

4 

3 

11 

— 

9 

4 

Cuckoo 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tawny  Owl 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Gr.  W’ pecker 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0 

G-s  W’pecker 

P 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Skylark 

P 

15 

17 

40 

32 

0 

— 

Swallow 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

Hse  Martin 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0 

— 

Mead.  Pipit 

P 

16 

17 

60 

80 

45 

— 

Rock  Pipit 

— 

— 

57 

34 

27 

33 

— 

Pied  Wagtail 

2 

0 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

Wren 

13 

13 

37 

66 

11 

36 

6 

Dunnock 

27 

5 

2 

18 

7 

13 

3 

Robin 

44 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

14 

Redstart 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Stonechat 

— 

6 

— 

— 

13 

3 

— 

Wheatear 

— 

— 

11 

31 

78 

20 

— 

Blackbird 

35 

8 

4 

13 

6 

— 

11 

Song  Thrush 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

8 

M’tle  Thrush 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Sedge  W’ber 

— 

12 

4 

26 

— 

3 

— 
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W' throat 
G’den  W'ber 
Blackcap 
Wood  Warbler 
Chiffchaff 
Willow  W'ber 
Goldcrest 
Pied  Fly’cher 
Long-t  Tit 
Willow  Tit 
Coal  Tit 
Blue  Tit 
Great  Tit 
Nuthatch 
Treecreeper 
Jay 

Magpie 

Jackdaw 

Crow 

Raven 

Starling 

Hse  Sp’row 

Chaffinch 

Greenfinch 

Goldfinch 

Linnet 

Bullfinch 

Yellowh’mer 

Reed  Bunting 


1.  2. 

p  19 

10  — 

6  0 


12 

13 

2 

2 

3 

1 

P 

43 

19 

3 

P 

2 

10 

9 

6 

1 

4 
9 

38 

15 

5 

5 

6 
6 


1 

11 


1 

3 


4 

3 


1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 


3. 


4. 

11 


5. 

8 


—  14  4 

13  176 

2  9  4 

1  3  2 


1 


6.  7. 

—  4 

—  7 
7 

2  10 

—  4 

—  3 

—  21 

—  1 

—  7 

—  16 

—  7 

—  4 

—  7 

—  1 

11  p 

25  p 

9  3 

1  — 

5 

I  26 

P 

20 


1 


Note:  A  dash  indicates  that  none  were  counted,  a  0  that  the  species  was  absent  but  has  bred, 
a  p  that  the  species  was  present  but  no  clear  territories  were  established. 


Table  2  presents  the  changes  in  populations  recorded  by  the  Breeding  Bird  Survey 
(BBS)  in  Wales  between  1995  and  1996  and  for  the  period  1994  to  1996.  It  is  based  on 
returns  for  115  squares  counted  in  both  years  and  shows  population  changes  for  abundant 
species,  ie  those  recorded  in  a  minimum  of  51  BBS  squares  in  Britain,  except  that  those 
species  occurring  in  fewer  than  20  Welsh  squares  are  excluded.  The  method  for  calculating 
changes  is  described  in  Gregory  et  al  1997. 

Two  years  is  too  short  a  period  over  which  to  describe  trends.  But  it  is  perhaps  worth 
remarking  that  twice  as  many  changes  over  1994-96  are  for  increases  as  declines,  although 
few  changes  are  statistically  significant.  However,  of  those  that  are,  12  are  for  increase  and 
only  one  for  decline,  a  fairly  encouraging  picture,  particularly  as  these  species  include 
several.  Skylark,  Spotted  Flycatcher  and  Linnet,  of  present  conservation  concern. 


REFERENCE 

Gregory  R.  D.,  Bashford,  R.  I.,  Balmer,  D.  E.,  Merchant,  J.  H.,  Wilson,  A.  M.  &  Baillie,  S. 
R.  1997.  The  Breeding  Bird  Survey  1995-1996.  British  Trust  for  Ornithology.  Thetford. 
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TABLE  2:  POPULATION  CHANGES  RECORDED  BY  THE  BREEDING  BIRD  SURVEY  IN 
WALES  IN  1995-1996  AND  1994-1996. 


Species 

Sample 

Change 

1995-96 

Change 

1994-96 

LCL 

UCL 

Grey  Heron 

44 

-23 

4 

-38 

76 

Mallard 

56 

-12 

5 

-28 

52 

Sparrowhawk 

22 

-20 

-8 

-66 

154 

Buzzard 

97 

-8 

4 

-17 

31 

Kestrel 

28 

18 

8 

-45 

113 

Pheasant 

67 

-12 

-12 

-33 

18 

Lapwing 

33 

28 

-8 

-48 

61 

Curlew 

47 

-11 

-5 

-35 

40 

Black-headed  Gull 

30 

28 

333* 

68 

1020 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

43 

32 

34 

-15 

113 

Herring  Gull 

49 

-4 

33 

-9 

94 

Stock  Dove 

31 

26 

75 

-14 

258 

Woodpigeon 

114 

26 

14 

-2 

31 

Collared  Dove 

54 

54 

-9 

-37 

32 

Cuckoo 

73 

53 

2 

-28 

43 

Swift 

73 

-2 

4 

-33 

62 

Green  Woodpecker 

50 

-19 

35 

-19 

126 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

49 

-20 

10 

-36 

87 

Skylark 

80 

19 

16 

-4 

40 

Swallow 

113 

41 

42* 

16 

74 

House  Martin 

79 

-23 

15 

-16 

58 

Tree  Pipit 

30 

62 

19 

-24 

88 

Meadow  Pipit 

69 

-13 

8 

-7 

26 

Grey  Wagtail 

33 

-25 

-47 

-72 

1 

Pied  Wagtail 

95 

-13 

4 

-22 

38 

Wren 

119 

i 

-i^ 

* 

-31* 

-40 

-21 

Dunnock 

98 

-1 

0 

-20 

25 

Robin 

117 

-18 

-7 

-18 

6 

Redstart 

52 

-8 

10 

-17 

47 

Whinchat 

20 

-18 

12 

-26 

70 

Wheatear 

48 

13 

50* 

3 

118 

Blackbird 

113 

-7 

-2 

-12 

9 

Song  Thrush 

107 

-22 

-15 

-31 

4 

Mistle  Thrush 

81 

-25 

-11 

-38 

26 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

21 

24 

0 

-53 

114 

Sedge  Warbler 

21 

21 

61 

-17 

212 

Whitethroat 

65 

35 

58* 

17 

113 

Garden  Warbler 

59 

9 

8 

-24 

55 

Blackcap 

73 

4 

9 

-18 

45 

Wood  Warbler 

29 

-38 

24 

-35 

139 

Chiffchaff 

84 

-6 

22 

-1 

52 

Willow  Warbler 

114 

-14 

-6 

-18 

8 

Goldcrest 

70 

-31 

-15 

-37 

14 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

34 

101 

121* 

14 

328 

Long-tailed  Tit 

61 

-5 

48 

-14 

155 

Marsh  Tit 

23 

-10 

242 

-11 

1212 

Coal  Tit 

59 

-22 

-6 

-33 

32 

Blue  Tit 

111 

26 

39* 

19 

61 

65 


Species 

Sample 

Change 

1995-96 

Change 

1994-96 

LCL 

UCL 

Great  Tit 

108 

11 

28* 

3 

60 

Nuthatch 

57 

37 

51* 

5 

116 

Treecreeper 

47 

-31 

17 

-34 

108 

Jay 

58 

125 

21 

-22 

89 

Magpie 

108 

-1 1 

6 

-12 

27 

Jackdaw 

88 

3 

24* 

1 

53 

Rook 

78 

102 

81* 

19 

175 

Carrion  Crow 

123 

-1 

-7 

-20 

10 

Raven 

73 

0 

21 

-17 

77 

Starling 

75 

6 

-19 

-43 

13 

House  Sparrow 

86 

12 

50* 

15 

95 

Chaffinch 

115 

3 

-6 

-18 

7 

Greenfinch 

73 

4 

2 

-28 

34 

Goldfinch 

89 

2 

12 

-17 

51 

Siskin 

23 

-3 

-16 

-57 

62 

Linnet 

71 

-4 

41* 

2 

96 

Lesser  Redpoll 

25 

-4 

-4 

-52 

90 

Bullfinch 

66 

7 

-26 

-52 

16 

Yellowhammer 

48 

13 

0 

-34 

53 

Reed  Bunting 

21 

-7 

24 

-34 

134 

KEY 

Sample  =  the  number  of  squares  used  in 

the  calculations;  only  species 

occurring  in 

more  than 

squares  are  included. 

Change  =  the  %  change  in  the  population  size. 

LCL  &  UCL  =  lower  and  upper  95%  confidence  limits  of  the  population  change  over  1994-96. 
*  =  the  change  is  statistically  significant  at  the  5%  level. 
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A  REPORT  ON  BIRD  RINGING  IN  WALES  DURING  1996 


PETER  HOWLETT  National  Museums  and  Galleries  of  Wales,  Cathays  Park, 

Cardiff.  CF1  3NP 

INTRODUCTION 

This  is  the  ninth  annual  report  on  bird  ringing  in  Wales.  The  full  grown  total  is  the 
lowest  since  1990  and  is  due  to  the  scaling  down  of  efforts  at  Kenfig.  The  pulli  total  is  the 
lowest  since  1992,  despite  the  totals  for  this  year  including  a  large  nest  box  scheme  in  mid- 
Wales;  it  seems  that  1996  was  a  very  bad  year  for  song-birds. 

METHOD  OF  ENQUIRY  AND  RESPONSE 

As  is  usual  this  report  is  based  on  the  information  sent  back  to  me  by  ringers  who 
responded  to  my  letter  sent  out  in  early  1997.  They  were  asked  to  supply  ringing  totals  for 
the  year,  indicate  any  major  changes  in  effort  and  let  me  know  the  details  of  any  interesting 
ringing  recoveries  received  during  the  year.  I  know  that  the  start  of  the  year  involves  much 
form  filling  and  my  thanks  go  to  all  those  who  take  the  trouble  to  reply.  For  1996  replies 
were  received  from  37  ringers  and  8  groups.  Although  there  are  4  extra  ringers  over  last 
year  only  one  is  a  new  ringer  whose  efforts  have  not  featured  in  this  report  before. 

THE  RINGING  TOTALS 

Table  1  shows  the  ringing  totals  for  1996  compared  to  1995.  The  1995  totals  have  been 
amended  from  those  published  in  the  last  years  report  to  include  totals  from  the  nest  box 
scheme  in  mid-Wales,  details  of  which  were  received  for  the  first  time  during  1997. 

The  total  of  full  grown  birds  ringed  in  1996  showed  a  9%  decrease  compared  to  1995. 
This  reduction  is  almost  entirely  due  to  the  reduction  in  effort  at  Kenfig  during  the  year. 
Ringing  there  only  took  place  in  July,  August  and  September  (and  even  then  42  of  the  92 
days  were  lost  to  the  weather!).  This  resulted  in  the  site  total  dropping  from  5,457  in  1995  to 
1,358  for  the  year.  Species  totals  worst  affected  by  this  change  include:  Swallow,  Wren, 
Robin,  Blackcap  and  Chaffinch.  The  1996  pulli  total  also  showed  a  9%  drop,  due  to  a 
dreadful  breeding  season  with  many  woodland  species,  in  particular,  faring  badly.  This  is 
shown  most  in  the  totals  for  Pied  Flycatcher,  Blue  Tit  and  Great  Tit,  where  effort  was  the 
same  between  the  2  years. 

This  poor  breeding  season  had  the  knock-on  effect  of  low  numbers  of  migrants  during 
the  autumn.  This  had  an  impact  on  many  of  the  sites  operated  at  this  time  of  year  such  as 
Bardsey,  Goldcliff,  Llangorse,  Llangloffen  Fen  and  Kenfig.  Increased  effort  at  one  or  two 
sites  offset  this  reduction  a  little  but  the  totals  for  Wren,  Sedge  Warbler,  Willow  Warbler, 
Chiffchaff,  Goldcrest  and  Long-tailed  Tit  were  badly  affected. 

On  the  plus  side  record  totals  were  recorded  for  Goshawk,  Oystercatcher,  Tawny  Owl, 
Reed  Warbler,  Pied  Flycatcher  and  Chough.  The  increase  in  Goshawk  probably  reflects  a 
real  increase  in  population  while  the  others  are  due  to  an  increase  in  effort.  Other  notable 
changes  include  the  Common  Terns  on  the  Dee  Est.  having  their  best  season,  and  the 
reduction  in  Reed  Buntings.  This  could  give  cause  for  concern,  especially  if  the  drop  in 
numbers  at  Kenfig  over  the  last  few  years  is  representative  of  the  country  as  a  whole.  Other 
changes  due  to  an  increase  in  effort  include  Dunlin,  Lesser  Black-backed,  Herring  and  Great 
Black-backed  Gulls,  Sand  Martin  and  House  Sparrow  and  to  a  decrease  in  effort,  Whinchat. 
The  influx  of  Bramblings  in  October  and  November  is  reflected  in  the  large  increase  in  the 
total  over  1995. 
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Table  1:  Systematic  list  of  birds  ringed  in  Wales  during  1995  and  1996. 


1995  1996  1995  1996 


Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Little  Grebe 

4 

— 

4 

- 

Turnstone 

4 

— 

73 

— 

Fulmar 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Black-headed  Gull 

6 

30 

6 

22 

Manx  Shearwater 

625 

99 

882 

119 

Less.  Black-backed  Gull  72 

838 

58 

1137 

Storm  Petrel 

97 

- 

132 

— 

Herring  Gull 

5 

332 

13 

455 

Leach’s  Petrel 

1 

— 

- 

— 

Gt.  Black-backed  Gull 

— 

94 

— 

127 

Cormorant 

- 

451 

1 

305 

Kittiwake 

19 

81 

51 

179 

Shag 

- 

280 

6 

289 

Common  Tern 

- 

421 

— 

567 

Grey  Heron 

- 

30 

- 

17 

Little  Tern 

- 

29 

- 

17 

Mute  Swan 

192 

52 

107 

55 

Guillemot 

146 

311 

40 

389 

Canada  Goose 

128 

- 

131 

22 

Razorbill 

36 

115 

35 

164 

Shelduck 

10 

- 

- 

— 

Puffin 

38 

56 

38 

53 

Mallard 

1 

5 

5 

1 

Woodpigeon 

8 

5 

11 

11 

Teal 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Collared  Dove 

4 

- 

18 

2 

Goosander 

1 

17 

3 

15 

Turtle  Dove 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Red  Kite 

- 

105 

— 

105 

Cuckoo 

3 

— 

1 

1 

Hen  Harrier 

- 

17 

1 

22 

Bam  Owl 

6 

90 

13 

93 

Sparrowhawk 

13 

33 

17 

35 

Little  Owl 

2 

5 

4 

6 

Goshawk 

- 

85 

— 

99 

Tawny  Owl 

12 

26 

16 

52 

Buzzard 

3 

37 

1 

65 

Long-eared  Owl 

1 

6 

1 

— 

Kestrel 

— 

66 

2 

59 

Nightjar 

1 

6 

3 

2 

Merlin 

— 

29 

1 

24 

Swift 

18 

1 

1 

2 

Hobby 

- 

8 

- 

8 

Kingfisher 

48 

- 

21 

— 

Peregrine 

- 

43 

- 

26 

Wryneck 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Water  Rail 

41 

- 

25 

- 

Green  Woodpecker 

2 

— 

— 

- 

Red-legged  Partridge 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Gt.  Sp.  Woodpecker 

4 

1 

17 

3 

Coot 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Less.  Sp.  Woodpecker 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Moorhen 

16 

- 

5 

12 

Skylark 

— 

- 

3 

Oystercatcher 

652 

19 

1366 

9 

Sand  Martin 

810 

— 

1010 

- 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

- 

9 

- 

2 

Swallow 

1380 

133 

610 

183 

Ringed  Plover 

6 

- 

29 

1 

House  Martin 

13 

- 

30 

- 

Dotterel 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Rock  Pipit 

13 

- 

18 

3 

Golden  Plover 

1 

— 

1 

- 

Tree  Pipit 

6 

13 

11 

- 

Grey  Plover 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Meadow  Pipit 

51 

7 

40 

7 

Lapwing 

- 

98 

2 

142 

Yellow  Wagtail 

- 

- 

5 

- 

Knot 

26 

- 

4 

- 

Grey  Wagtail 

33 

240 

24 

136 

Sanderling 

- 

- 

3 

- 

Pied  Wagtail 

15 

30 

23 

40 

Little  Stint 

- 

- 

4 

- 

Dipper 

62 

349 

74 

323 

Dunlin 

871 

- 

1053 

- 

Wren 

834 

20 

464 

27 

Jack  Snipe 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Dunnock 

443 

8 

381 

28 

Snipe 

10 

- 

5 

— 

Robin 

911 

86 

803 

75 

Whimbrel 

4 

- 

2 

- 

Nightingale 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Curlew 

61 

- 

53 

4 

Black  Redstart 

8 

— 

1 

- 

Black-tailed  God  wit 

1 

- 

— 

— 

Redstart 

64 

217 

66 

198 

Bar-tailed  God  wit 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Whinchat 

21 

297 

19 

153 

Redshank 

346 

1 

168 

3 

Stonechat 

42 

44 

22 

21 

Greenshank 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Wheatear 

55 

54 

42 

29 

Common  Sandpiper 

7 

3 

7 

- 

Ring  Ouzel 

3 

- 

— 

- 
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1995  1996  1995  1996 


Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Blackbird 

539 

51 

690 

67 

Willow  Tit 

39 

- 

25 

— 

Fieldfare 

3 

— 

28 

- 

Coal  Tit 

144 

39 

146 

92 

Song  Thrush 

211 

14 

194 

25 

Blue  Tit 

2868 

2544 

3126 

1758 

Redwing 

392 

— 

275 

- 

Great  Tit 

736 

1133 

819 

970 

Mistle  Thrush 

6 

7 

18 

15 

Nuthatch 

46 

86 

53 

116 

Cetti’s  Warbler 

11 

- 

18 

- 

Treecreeper 

77 

- 

46 

6 

Grasshopper  W. 

106 

- 

70 

- 

Isabelline  Shrike 

- 

- 

1 

— 

Aquatic  Warbler 

11 

- 

1 

- 

Jay 

9 

- 

14 

- 

Sedge  Warbler 

2783 

- 

2282 

3 

Magpie 

13 

30 

21 

8 

Reed  Warbler 

1380 

- 

1723 

1 

Chough 

20 

175 

15 

182 

Icterine  Warbler 

2 

- 

- 

— 

Jackdaw 

21 

32 

41 

12 

Melodious  Warbler 

3 

— 

2 

— 

Carrion  Crow 

1 

14 

3 

20 

Subalpine  Warbler 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Rook 

2 

3 

1 

2 

Barred  Warbler 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Raven 

- 

278 

- 

180 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

84 

- 

64 

- 

Starling 

189 

5 

270 

5 

Whitethroat 

694 

- 

487 

4 

House  Sparrow 

141 

4 

300 

- 

Garden  Warbler 

201 

9 

198 

33 

Tree  Sparrow 

1 

18 

5 

15 

Blackcap 

655 

5 

495 

14 

Chaffinch 

1422 

17 

1140 

33 

Greenish  Warbler 

1 

- 

— 

- 

Brambling 

22 

- 

150 

- 

Wood  Warbler 

18 

99 

12 

23 

Greenfinch 

1496 

4 

1417 

11 

Chiffchaff 

1531 

9 

1155 

24 

Goldfinch 

113 

2 

132 

5 

Willow  Warbler 

4440 

94 

3043 

110 

Siskin 

278 

4 

274 

1 

Goldcrest 

1615 

— 

482 

4 

Linnet 

42 

5 

57 

4 

Firecrest 

9 

- 

11 

- 

Redpoll 

67 

— 

68 

- 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

79 

21 

124 

27 

Bullfinch 

158 

8 

194 

1 

Red-breasted  Flycatcher  1 

- 

3 

- 

Common  Rosefinch 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Pied  Flycatcher 

756 

6973 

800 

5806 

Hawfinch 

1 

9 

— 

- 

Long-tailed  Tit 

332 

— 

156 

— 

Yellowhammer 

50 

8 

16 

4 

Marsh  Tit 

22 

16 

30 

— 

Reed  Bunting 

TOTAL 

232 

32401 

-  154 

17149  28949  15532 

RINGING  PROJECTS 

There  has  been  little  change  over  the  year.  Tthe  colour-ringing  of  gulls  continues  with 
the  associated  plethora  of  sightings  on  their  wintering  grounds.  For  various  reasons  the 
moorland  Whinchat  project  suffered  a  setback  this  year  with  many  fewer  birds  being  ringed. 
As  can  be  seen  from  some  of  the  wader  totals  the  cannon-netting  teams  also  had  some 
successful  outings  during  the  year. 

As  mentioned  last  year  this  was  the  last  year  of  the  European  Migrant  Songbird  Project 
at  Kenfig,  financial  restrictions  meant  ringing  was  cut  to  just  3  core  months  and  this  will  be 
the  last  year  that  really  intensive  ringing  will  be  carried  out  on  the  site,  although  it  is  hoped 
to  have  some  cover  during  late  July  and  August  (the  peak  months  for  reed-bed  activity)  in 
the  future. 


PUBLICATIONS  INVOLVING  RINGING  IN  WALES 
Once  again  there  appears  to  be  rather  a  lack  of  publications  this  year. 
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SELECTED  RINGING  RECOVERIES 

Although  the  reduced  activity  at  Kenfig  has  resulted  in  slightly  fewer  warbler 
recoveries  than  the  last  few  years  it  also  seems  to  have  been  a  quieter  year  in  general  for 
recoveries.  There  are  one  or  two  interesting  ones  that  are  in  the  pipeline  and  will  hopefully 
make  an  appearance  in  next  years  report. 

Below  is  a  selection  of  the  most  interesting  recoveries  received  during  the  year.  All 
recoveries  are  important,  however,  and  it  is  through  them  that  much  is  learnt  about 
population  changes  in  the  commoner  species.  It  is  important  that  any  bird  found  dead  or 
dying  should  be  checked  for  rings,  the  BTO  rely  on  the  public  for  most  of  the  recoveries 
they  receive  every  year.  Likewise  if  anyone  knows  about  any  recoveries,  or  hears  from  a 
friend  I  would  be  most  grateful  if  a  copy  of  the  details  received  from  the  BTO  could  be  sent 
to  me.  I  have  no  means  of  finding  out  about  recoveries  made  by  the  public  and  as  they  make 
up  most  of  them  this  report  misses  out  on  a  good  many. 

The  large  number  of  reports  concerning  colour-ringed  birds  continued  this  year.  It  is 
an  excellent  method  of  increasing  the  chances  of  further  sightings  and  works  best,  not 
surprisingly,  on  larger  birds  such  as  seabirds,  ducks,  gulls  and  birds  of  prey.  For  large  birds 
the  ring  is  made  of  3  layers  of  plastic,  the  middle  layer  being  a  different  colour,  numbers  are 
engraved  through  to  this  layer  so  that  they  are  clearly  visible.  The  colour-rings  used  on  song 
birds  are  plain  split-rings  the  same  size  as  the  metal  rings.  Individual  identification  is 
achieved  by  using  a  combination  of  3  colour-rings  and  the  metal  ring.  Details  of  a  colour- 
ringed  bird  can  be  sent  to  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology,  The  Nunnery,  Thetford, 
Norfolk.  IP24  2PU. 

The  recoveries  are  arranged  by  species,  with  ringing  details  on  the  first  line  and 
recovery  details  on  the  second.  The  symbols  and  conventions  used  are  outlined  below;  age 
is  given  according  to  the  Euring  code,  the  figures  DO  NOT  represent  years.  Scientific  names 
are  given  in  the  main  systematic  list. 
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Age  when  ringed 

1  pullus  (=  nestling  or  chick) 

2  fully  grown,  year  of  hatching  unknown 

3  hatched  during  calendar  year  of  ringing 

4  hatched  before  calendar  year  of  ringing  but  exact 
year  unknown 

5  hatched  during  previous  calendar  year 

6  hatched  before  previous  calendar  year  but  exact 
year  unknown 

7  definitely  hatched  2  years  before  year  of  ringing 

8  hatched  more  than  2  calendar  years  before  year 
of  ringing 

Sex 

M  -  male,  F  =  female 


Manner  of  recovery 

X  found  dead 

XF  found  freshly  dead  or  dying 
XL  found  dead  (not  recent) 

+  shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man 
+F  shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man-fresh 
SR  found  sick  or  injured-released  with  ring 
V  alive  and  probably  healthy,  caught  and 
released  not  by  a  ringer 
VV  as  V  but  sighting  in  field  (includes 
colour  mark  records) 

R  caught  and  released  by  ringer 
B  as  R  -  breeding 
RR  as  VV  but  by  a  ringer 
BB  as  RR  -  nesting 


Storm  Petrel 

2295473 

4 

01.07.95 

Strumble  Head,  Pembrokeshire. 

R 

01.07.96 

Calf  of  Man,  Isle  of  Man.  225km  N  366  days. 

2366839 

4 

01.08.95 

Barsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire. 

R 

20.07.96 

Strumble  Head,  Pembrokeshire.  82km  SSW  354  days. 

2443501 

4 

01.07.95 

Strumble  Head,  Pembrokeshire. 

R 

06.07.96 

Portland  Bill,  Dorset.  248km  SE  371  days. 

2443510 

4 

01.07.95 

Strumble  Head,  Pembrokeshire. 

R 

15.07.96 

Cilan  Head,  Abersoch,  Caernarfonshire. 

91km  NNE  380  days. 

2446076 

4 

13.07.95 

Portland  Bill,  Dorset. 

R 

20.07.96 

Strumble  Head,  Pembrokeshire.  248km  NW  373  days. 

2446589 

4 

12.07.95 

Filey  Brigg,  North  Yorkshire. 

R 

20.07.96 

Strumble  Head,  Pembrokeshire.  400km  SW  374  days. 

2452853 

4 

15.07.96 

Gwennap  Head,  Cornwall. 

R 

20.07.96 

Strumble  Head,  Pembrokeshire.  226km  NNE  5  days. 

Another  good,  if  typical,  selection  of  movements  for  this  species.  Most  birds  that  are  caught  in  Wales 
are  non-breeders  and  as  they  do  not  breed  until  they  are  4  or  5  years  old  spend  their  first  few  summers 
roving  around  investigating  the  various  colonies  around  the  British  Isles. 


Cormorant 


5115274 

1 

19.06.82 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

XF 

03.06.96 

Salvora  Island,  Pontevedra,  SPAIN.  42°  25’N  9°  l’W 

1266km  S  5098  days. 

5186710 

1 

08.07.95 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

+F 

12.02.96 

Loch  Fad,  Rothesay,  Strathclyde.  284km  N  219  days. 

L06285 

1 

18.06.88 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

XL 

01.07.95 

nr  Sesimbra,  Serra  da  Arrabida,  PORTUGAL.  38°  30’ N  9°  W 
1690km  S  2569  days. 

Two  slightly  unusual  recoveries  this  year,  L06285  is  somewhat  further  south  than  normal  and  it  is 
unusual  for  Welsh  first  year  birds  to  disperse  north  into  Scotland.  Even  the  movement  to  Spain  is  quite 
far  south  as  it  is  on  the  coast  just  north  of  Portugal.  As  well  as  the  above  there  were  9  recoveries  in  the 
south-east  area  of  Britain. 
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Mute  Swan 

U2375 

5F 

05.10.91 

St.  Dogmaels,  Cardigan,  Ceredigion. 

VV 

30.07.94 

Caernarfon,  Caernarfonshire. 

SR 

31.01.96 

Oswaldtwistle,  Lancashire.  239km  NE  1579  days. 

U6567 

3F 

02.09.94 

Caernarfon,  Caernarfonshire. 

R 

19.11.95 

Chelmarsh  Reservoir,  nr  Bridgnorth,  Shropshire. 
130km  SE  443  days. 

These  are  2  of  the  longer  movements  reported  this  year.  Rather  surprisingly,  despite  a  large  number 
being  colour-ringed  in  1995,  there  are  no  records  of  even  short  distance  movements  of  South  Wales 
birds.  This  compares  to  the  10  (excluding  the  above)  of  North  Wales  birds. 

Whooper  Swan 

RA3705  ?F  09.08.94  Langholmmavatn,  Tunguheidi,  ICELAND.  65°  28'N  15°  22' W 

VV  13.12.96  Dryslwyn,  Carmarthenshire,  c.  1780km  SSE  857  days. 

This  bird  made  an  appearance  in  last  years  report,  without  any  details.  It  returned  this  November  along 
with  its  mate  and  off-spring  from  the  summer. 

Goshawk 

HT48486  1  15.06.95  Site  confidential,  Ceredigion. 

R  1 1.08.95  Llangloffan  Fen,  nr  Fishguard,  Pembrokeshire. 

c.94km  SW  57  days. 

Quite  a  long-distance  movement  for  these  sedentary  birds. 

Oystercatcher 


FA20491 

3 

22.11.87 

Wig,  Caernarfonshire. 

XF 

06.04.96 

Eidi,  Eysturoy,  FAEROES.  62°  18'N  7°  5’W 

1023km  N  3058  days. 

FA44709 

8 

24.01.93 

Ogwen,  Caernarfonshire. 

XL 

19.04.96 

Skalavik,  Sandoy,  FAEROES.  61°  50’N  6°  39’ W 

969km  N  1181  days. 

FA49215 

1 

21.06.95 

Penmaenpool,  Meirionnydd 

X 

25.09.95 

Baie  du  Mont  St  Michel,  FRANCE.  48°  38’N  1°  30'W 

488km  SSE  96  days. 

FA66569 

8 

20.08.94 

Ogwen,  Caernarfonshire. 

V 

23.06.96 

Torshaven,  FAEROES.  62°  1’N  6°  46'W.  990km  N  673  days. 

FR09735 

3J 

19.07.80 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire. 

+ 

09.12.95 

Loire- Atlantique,  FRANCE.  629km  S  5621  days. 

The  3  birds  to  the  Faeroe  Islands  show  the  origins  of  a  good  proportion  of  the  Oystercatchers  wintering 
in  Wales,  while  the  2  French  birds  show  where  birds  breeding  in  Wales  move  to  for  the  winter.  Note  too 
the  age  of  FR09735,  while  a  long  way  from  the  record  (currently  31  years)  it  is  still  a  good  age. 

Curlew 

FA  12776 

4 

08.08.83 

Aber,  Caernarfonshire. 

X 

24.05.96 

East  Nevay,  Eassie,  Forfar,  Tayside.  375km  N  4673  days. 

Another  fairly  old  bird,  it  may  have  been  going  to  breed  in  Scotland  or  it  could  have  been  going  to  head 
off  across  into  Scandinavia. 


Redshank 

DN54761 

4 

16.10.93 

Taff  Estuary,  Glamorgan. 

R 

27.05.96 

Bragar,  Isle  of  Lewis,  Western  Isles. 

DR96418 

4 

21.09.94 

796km  NNW  954  days. 

Taff  Estuary,  Glamorgan. 

R 

19.12.95 

Taff  Estuary,  Glamorgan. 

VV 

31.05.96 

Balephetrish  Bay,  Tiree,  Inner  Hebrides. 
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612km  NNW  618  days. 

Two  birds  illustrating  the  origin  of  some  of  the  Redshank  that  winter  in  South  Wales. 

Black-headed  Gull 

ES09505  1  12.06.93  Llyn  Aled,  Denbigh. 

VV  24.07.97  Bantry,  Cork,  EIRE.  51°4rN9°28’W 

426km  WSW  1138  days. 

British  Black -headed  Gulls  are  normally  very  faithful  to  their  natal  areas,  so  if  this  bird  is  breeding  in 
South-west  Eire  it  would  be  quite  unusual. 


Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 


GF42042 

1 

05.07.94 

Llyn  Trawsfynydd,  Meirionnydd. 

Red  81 A 

VV 

24.03.96 

Carrapateira,  Algarve,  PORTUGAL.  37°  1  l’N  8°  3’W 

1775km  SSW  628  days. 

GF42044 

1 

05.07.94 

Llyn  Trawsfynydd,  Meirionnydd. 

Red  83A 

VV 

08.01.96 

Santo  Amaro  De  Oeiras,  Lisbon,  PORTUGAL.  38°  41’N  9°  18’W 
1632km  SSW  552  days. 

GF42073 

1 

05.07.94 

Llyn  Trawsfynydd,  Meirionnydd. 

VV 

08.01.95 

Agadir,  MOROCCO. 

VV 

18.03.95 

Agadir,  MOROCCO. 

VV 

02.07.95 

Oued  Souss  Estuary,  Agadir,  MOROCCO.  30°  22’N  5°  37'W 
2507km  S  362  days. 

GF42081 

1 

05.07.94 

Llyn  Trawsfynydd,  Meirionnydd. 

Red  21 B 

VV 

01.11.95 

Vigo,  Pontevedra,  SPAIN.  42°  15’N  8°  44’W 

1236km  SSW  484  days. 

GG42083 

1 

05.07.94 

Llyn  Trawsfynydd,  Meirionnydd. 

Red  23B 

VV 

23.03.96 

Olhao,  Algarve,  PORTUGAL.  37°  l’N  7°  50’ W 

1790km  SSW  627  days. 

GG42107 

1 

02.07.95 

Llyn  Trawsfynydd,  Meirionnydd. 

Red  47  B 

VV 

31.03.96 

Matozinhos,  Douro  Litoral,  PORTUGAL.  41°  1  l’N  8°  42’W 
1350km  SSW  273  days. 

GH57859 

1 

23.04.89 

Flatholm,  Glamorgan. 

VV 

09.12.95 

Parede,  Lisbon,  PORTUGAL.  38°  41 'N  9°  21 ’W 

1506km  SSW  2421  days. 

This  is  only  a  selection  of  the  colour-ring  sightings  received  during  the  year.  Most  illustrate  the  trend  in 
recent  years  for  this  species  to  winter  much  further  north  than  in  the  past,  GH57859  is  one  of  the  now 
minority  of  British  breeding  adults  that  still  move  out  of  Britain  for  the  winter. 


Razorbill 


M83524  1 

+ 

M83527  1 

+ 

Two  fairly  typical 


30.06.95  Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire. 

20.02.96  Cotes  du  Nord,  FRANCE.  496km  S  235  days. 

04.07.95  Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire. 

31.10.95  Biarritz,  FRANCE.  43°  29’N  1°  33’ W.  1057km  SSE  119days. 

first  winter  recoveries  for  this  species. 


Sand  Martin 


J925387  3  24.07.95 

R  28.07.95 

K 1639 17  3J  02.08.95 

R  04.08.95 


Note  the  distances  travelled  by 


Bellshill,  Strathclyde. 

Llangorse  Lake,  Breconshire.  434km  S  4  days. 
Frodsham,  Cheshire. 

Llangorse  Lake,  Breconshire.  157km  SSW  2  days, 
these  2  birds,  particularly  J925387,  and  the  time  taken  to  do  so. 
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Swallow 


H173693  3  08.08.96  Inch  Island,  Co.  Donegal,  EIRE.  55°  5'N  7°  29’W 

R  15.09.96  Flatholm,  Glamorgan.  503km  SE  38  days. 

J454673  3  15.09.96  Flatholm,  Glamorgan. 

SR  30.09.96  Megrepelisse,  Tarn-et-Garonne,  FRANCE.  44°  4'N  1°  31'E 

883km  SSE  15  days. 

Two  recoveries  that  nicely  illustrate  the  origins  and  subsequent  route  taken  by  some  of  the  Swallows 
that  pass  through  Wales. 


Wren 

9L1117  3J  04.08.95  Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire. 

XF  12.12.95  Llanbedrog,  Caernarfonshire.  24km  E  130  days. 

Although  this  bird  has  not  travelled  very  far  it  did  have  to  cross  2  miles  of  open  water  to  get  off 
Bardsey,  something  Wrens  are  not  renowned  for. 

Song  Thrush 

RV29868  3  22.10.91  Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire. 

XF  25.04.96  Harrogate,  Yorkshire.  264km  NE  1647  days. 

This  bird  had  probably  passed  through  Bardsey  on  its  way  to  Eire  for  the  winter  and  then  returning  to 

Harrogate  to  breed. 

Sedge  Warbler 


J860892 

3 

24.07.95 

Kenfig  Pool,  Glamorgan. 

R 

04.05.96 

Coat  Walls  Farm,  Preesall,  Lancashire. 

270km  NNE  285  days. 

J936941 

3 

16.08.95 

Youghal,  Cork,  EIRE.  51°  57’N  7°  50’ W 

R 

06.08.96 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire.  229km  ENE  356  days. 

K391068 

3 

17.09.95 

Kenfig  Pool,  Glamorgan. 

XF 

20.07.96 

Oban  Seil,  Oban,  Strathclyde,  Scotland. 

545km  NNW  307  days. 

A  poor  year  for  this  species,  due  in  part  to  the  poor  passage  through  Kenfig  and  also  to  problems  at  the 
BTO  recovery  section  (they  are  running  several  months  behind).  A  little  selection  showing  the  origins 

of  birds  on 

passage  through  Wales. 

Blackcap 

J855436 

3F 

06.09.95 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire. 

R 

17.09.95 

Portland  Bill,  Dorset.  296kin  SE  1 1  days. 

This  is  probably  a 

British  or  Irish  bird 

heading  out  of  the  country. 

Chiff chaff 

1G2811 

5 

06.05.96 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire. 

R 

29.05.96 

Landguard,  Suffolk.  425km  ESE  23  days. 

2L7308 

4M 

12.06.96 

nr  Ynysgyffylog,  nr  Barmouth,  Meirionnydd. 

R 

15.06.96 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire.  52km  W  3  days. 

4Y8053 

3 

02.09.95 

Keysworth,  Dorset. 

R 

06.05.96 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire. 

The  second  and  third  birds  are  possibly  Irish  or  Scottish  birds,  quite  what  1G281 1  is  doing  heading  east 
at  such  a  late  date  is  another  matter.  It  may  be  a  Scandinavian  bird  which  was  drifted  west  on  its  way  up 
or  it  could  possibly,  although  far  less  likely,  be  a  wintering  bird  from  Eire  leaving  it  very  late  to  head 
east. 


Willow  Warbler 
9L001 1  4F  26.04.95 

R  27.04.96 


Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire. 
Dungeness,  Kent.  444km  SE  367  days. 
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9L1454 

3 

05.08.95 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire. 

R 

09.08.95 

Icklesham,  Sussex.  428km  SE  4  days. 

1G2696 

4F 

12.05.96 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire. 

R 

17.05.96 

Loinnbuiee,  Loch  Eye,  nr  Tain,  Highland. 

562km  N  5  days. 

7W0032 

4 

23.04.96 

Aylesford,  Kent. 

R 

28.04.96 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire.  395km  NW  5  days. 

6Y4868 

4 

04.05.96 

Lundy  Island,  Devon. 

R 

06.05.96 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire.  1 76km  N  2  days. 

1L6330 

4F 

07.05.96 

Hilbre  Island,  Merseyside. 

R 

09.05.96 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire.  125km  WSW  2  days. 

A  good  crop  of  recoveries  for  this  species,  and  although  none  of  them  are  outside  of  the  British  Isles  the 
spring  birds  show  the  urgency  with  which  they  move  north.  1G2696  is  just  as  likely  to  be  a 
Scandinavian  bird  as  a  Scottish  breeder  but  averaging  over  100km  a  day  is  quite  impressive. 


Goldcrest 

9L0862 

3F 

23.09.95 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire. 

R 

20.10.95 

Fagbury,  Suffolk.  422km  E  27  days. 

4W3894 

4M 

04. 1 1 .95 

Cissbury  Ring,  Sussex. 

R 

07.04.96 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire.  368km 

NE  155  days. 

5L8716 

3F 

21.09.95 

Calf  of  Man,  Isle  of  Man. 

R 

08.05.96 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire.  144km 

S  230  days. 

9L0862  and  4W3894  may  well  be  British  or  Irish  birds  leaving  the  country  through  the  south-east 
corner,  whereas  5L8716  is  more  likely  to  be  an  eastern  bird  coming  in  to  winter. 

Pied  Flycatcher 


J098365 

1 

02.06.93 

nr  Nant  Isaf,  nr  Cyffylliog,  Rhuthun,  Flintshire. 

RB 

24.05.96 

Westwood,  West  Tanfield,  North  Yorkshire. 

170km  NE  1087  days. 

J706655 

1 

12.06.94 

Fronrhynewydd,  Abbeycwmhir,  Radnorshire. 

+ 

04.04.96 

Rio  Negron,  Tetuan,  MOROCCO.  35°  34’N  5°  22’W 

1868km  SSW  662  days. 

J993136 

1 

05.06.95 

nr  Cae’n-y-Coed,  Gwydyr  Forest,  Caernarfonshire. 

+F 

31.08.95 

Antas,  Azevedo,  Minho,  PORTUGAL.  41°  36'N  8°  46’ W 
1330km  SSW  87  days. 

The  first  bird  has  chosen  to  breed  quite  some  distance  from  its  natal  area.  The  second  would  have  been 
on  its  way  back  north  and  the  third  shows  the  western  route  taken  by  Welsh  birds  on  their  way  south. 

Willow  Tit 

J848543 

3J 

16.07.95 

nr  Penmaenpool,  Meirionnydd. 

R 

02.12.95 

Waunfawr,  Caernarfonshire.  43km  NNW  139  days. 

Very  few  Willow  Tits  are  ringed 

in  Wales  each  year,  being  more  sedentary  than  the  other  tits. 

Chaffinch 

J855824 

5F 

13.04.96 

Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire. 

XF 

08.05.96 

Dollart,  Germany.  808km  ESE  25  days. 

This  bird  would  have  been  on  its 

way  back  to  more  easterly  breeding  grounds  after  wintering  in  Eire. 

Brambling 

K050227 

5M 

07.03.95 

Hinstock,  Market  Drayton,  Shropshire. 

R 

29.03.96 

nr  Bontuchel,  Rhuthun,  Flintshire. 

67km  WNW  388  days. 

As  Brambling  numbers  are  so  variable  year  to  year  it  is  perhaps  surprising  for  one  to  be  caught  in  two 
successive  winters. 
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NOTES 


WILDFOWL  AND  WADER  COUNTS  IN  GWENT  IN  1995 

The  table  below  sets  out  the  counts  of  wildfowl  and  waders  at  the  main  sites  in  Gwent 
in  1995.  The  criteria  for  defining  a  ‘main  site’  are  given  in  the  Systematic  List  under 
species.  This  table  fills  in  one  of  the  most  significant  gaps  in  the  1995  Welsh  Bird  Report, 
the  lack  of  counts  from  the  Severn  shore.  In  line  with  the  Systematic  List  summer  counts  for 
most  ducks  are  omitted.  The  abbreviation  PW  is  used  for  the  Peterstone/Wentlooge  area  of 
the  coastal  area  of  the  Wentlooge  Levels. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Shelduck  PW 

400 

750 

225 

350 

60 

27 

131 

40 

15 

153 

470 

140 

Wigeon  Undy 

300 

1200 

600 

100 

Mathem 

6 

58 

12 

30 

268 

50 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

485 

500 

300 

1 

42 

80 

500 

Teal  PW 

100 

225 

110 

85 

420 

500 

600 

Goldcliff/Uskmouth 

230 

130 

10 

105 

109 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

300 

170 

70 

70 

50 

600 

Mallard  PW 

100 

200 

75 

300 

520 

300 

200 

Pintail  PW 

56 

158 

20 

65 

223 

250 

40 

Goldcliff/U  skmouth 

35 

24 

105 

Shoveler  PW 

40 

2 

25 

30 

62 

102 

Pochard  PW 

75 

300 

3 

300 

219 

Ynysyfro  Res. 

35 

20 

3 

162 

67 

50 

Tufted  Duck  PW 

149 

200 

211 

85 

Ynysyfro  Res. 

26 

20 

19 

60 

115 

91 

54 

35 

Coot  Ynysyfro  Res. 

200 

60 

20 

200 

260 

290 

220 

Grey  Plover  PW 

32 

70 

3 

20 

2 

2 

1 

5 

14 

7 

Goldcliff/Redwick 

130 

80 

18 

1 

2 

1 

2 

6 

2 

50 

Lapwing  The  Nedem 

1000 

600 

13 

2000 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

600 

620 

350 

100 

200 

570 

950 

Dunlin  PW 

7500 

7000 

750 

250 

300 

25 

100 

21 

20 

200 

5500 

3000 

St.  Brides/Uskmouth 

1200 

40 

1 

1 

1 

300 

Goldcliff/Redwick 

9000 

8000 

14 

140 

1 

17 

25 

123 

2 

125 

2000 

Undy 

5000 

170 

1 

94 

15 

23 

80 

Mathem 

150 

1500 

10 

6 

40 

2 

Curlew  PW 

110 

175 

240 

300 

15 

100 

430 

200 

398 

25 

300 

Undy 

12 

70 

100 

600 

700 

560 

420 

450 

250 

Redshank  PW 

110 

30 

50 

300 

4 

140 

250 

6 

80 

200 

7 

Mathern 

80 

62 

59 

470 

320 

600 

There  were  also  130  Ringed  Plover  at  Goldcliff/Redwick  in  August  and  500  Knot  there  in  February. 
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RUPPELLS  WARBLER  Sylvia  rueppelli  at  PORTH  MEUDWY 
ABERDARON,  CAERNARFON 
First  Welsh  record 

Porth  Meudwy  is  the  tiny  bay  from  which  visitors  are  ferried  over  to  Bardsey.  We  were 
part  of  a  group  of  adults  taking  primary  school  children  on  a  day  visit  to  Bardsey  on  June 
21st  1995.  The  four  of  us  agreed  to  cross  last  to  the  island,  giving  c.45  minutes  to  do  some 
birding  in  the  Porth  Meudwy  valley. 

While  scanning  the  scrub  on  the  southern  slope  of  the  valley,  about  50m  from  the 
landing,  a  small  bird  caught  my  eye  as  it  dropped  down  the  slope  and  disappeared  into  a 
willow  tree.  Without  a  chance  to  raise  my  binoculars  all  I  saw  was  a  black  head  with  a  white 
moustache.  ‘Reed  Bunting’  I  called,  although  I  knew  that  it  didn’t  look  quite  right.  The 
others  meanwhile  had  not  seen  the  head  pattern  but  had  caught  glimpses  in  the  foliage  and 
were  muttering  about  Sylvias  and  Sardinian  or  Subalpine.  I  too  got  glimpses  in  the  canopy, 
which  was  at  about  eye-level,  and  the  bird  looked  very  promising,  a  very  dark  warbler  with 
a  black  crown.  When  the  bird  suddenly  came  out  of  the  leaves  and  into  full  view  we  all  saw 
the  black  head  divided  from  a  black  throat  by  a  brilliant  white  moustachial  stripe.  Nobody 
said  anything  for  seconds.  MH  eventually  stated  the  obvious,  “it’s  Riippells  isn’t  it?” 

The  bird  continued  to  move  through  the  canopy  occasionally  giving  clear  views  but 
more  usually,  partial  views.  On  a  few  occasions  it  popped  up  above  the  foliage  into  sunshine 
and  we  could  clearly  see  its  bright  red  legs.  Its  progress  eventually  lead  to  the  end  of  the 
string  of  small  willows  it  was  traversing.  It  flipped  up,  flew  over  our  heads  and  disappeared 
in  the  gorse  and  scrub  behind  us.  In  silhouette  it  had  the  same  proportions  as  Whitethroat. 
Description  -  A  medium  sized  long  tailed  warbler,  the  same  as  Whitethroat  in  size  and  structure.  The 
overall  impression  was  of  a  very  dark  warbler  with  a  pale  underside. 

Head  -  Peaked  crown  like  Whitethroat.  Cheeks,  ear  coverts,  forehead  and  crown  mottled  black  fading  to 
dark  grey  behind  the  crown  down  to  the  mantle.  Striking  white  moustachial  stripe. 

Throat  -  Teardrop  shaped  bib  when  viewed  head  on.  Framed  by  the  white  moustache  and  whitish  chest. 
The  bib  was  quite  short  and  did  not  plunge  as  deeply  as  some  illustrations  suggest.  Black  in 
colour,  but  with  a  greyish  mottling  like  on  the  head.  This  gave  the  bird  a  tatty  appearance  unlike 
the  freshly  minted  versions  usually  presented  in  field  guides. 

Mantle  and  wings  -  Dark  grey.  In  my  panic,  I  did  not  notice  any  details  like  pale  fringes  to  wing 
feathers. 

Undersides  -  White  to  grey  white. 

Tail  -  Long  and  black.  White  outer  tails  seen  in  flight. 

Bare  Parts  -  Legs  bright  red.  I  could  not  see  an  eye-ring  despite  looking.  Bill  colour  not  noticed. 
Behaviour  -  It  was  difficult  to  track  because  it  was  moving  inside  the  canopy,  but  its  progress  was  a 
steady  stop-start  keeping  near  the  top  of  the  willows.  It  travelled  along  the  line  of  willows  in  about 
3-4  minutes. 

Voice  -  not  heard. 

Distance  10  -  15  m  through  7x42  binoculars. 

I  would  tentatively  suggest  it  was  an  adult  male  due  to  the  full  throat  patch  and  lack  of 
any  brown  tones  in  the  plumage.  I  don’t  know  if  the  tatty  appearance  of  the  head  was  due  to 
excessive  wear  prior  to  moulting,  or  some  other  factor. 

The  bird  was  not  seen  after  it  flew  over  our  heads  despite  searching  for  20  minutes 
until  the  boat  arrived,  and  three  hours  in  the  late  afternoon.  The  assistant  Warden  of  Bardsey 
Observatory  crossed  over  to  Porth  Meudwy  as  soon  as  we  told  him  the  news  but  he  did  not 
relocate  the  bird  either. 

/.  Rhys  Jones ,  Marc  Hughes ,  Jess  Wilkinson  and  Derek  Evans 
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COMMON  YELLOWTHROAT  Geothlypis  trichas  ON  BARDSEY 

First  Welsh  record 

Early  morning  on  27th  September  1996  revealed  few  signs  that  there  had  been  an 
arrival  of  migrants,  so  I  headed  off  to  do  some  seawatching.  The  near  gale  force  south 
westerly  from  the  previous  day  had  given  way  to  a  moderate  westerly  wind.  Whilst  crossing 
a  fence  a  small  warbler  flew  out  from  a  small  patch  of  iris  Iris  pseudacorus  and  thistle 
Cirsium  arvense  onto  a  low  bank.  The  bird  was  facing  away  and  through  the  early  morning 
gloom  I  noted  the  dark  upperparts  with  greenish  wings  and  tail.  When  the  bird  turned  to 
reveal  its  bill,  which  had  a  broad  base  going  to  a  sharp  point,  I  knew  it  was  an  American 
warbler.  Over  the  next  minute  I  got  some  good  views  and  the  combination  of  yellow  throat 
and  breast,  indistinct  eye-ring,  olive  wings  and  tail  convinced  me  that  this  was  a  female 
Common  Yellowthroat  Geothlypis  trichas. 

The  Yellowthroat  dropped  back  into  cover,  so  I  decided  to  fetch  the  other  birders, 
hoping  that  the  bird  would  stay  put.  Some  15  minutes  later  I  returned  with  three  other 
birders  and  was  relieved  to  find  the  bird  where  I  had  left  it.  Over  the  next  hour  we  had  good 
views  of  the  Yellowthroat,  which  moved  into  an  area  of  gorse  Ulex  europea ,  before  losing  it 
in  a  dense  clump  of  gorse. 

Description:  General  impression  -  A  small  warbler  about  the  size  of  a  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus 
collvbita,  though  somewhat  dumpier  and  with  a  more  horizontal  stance.  A  short-winged 
appearance  was  caused  by  a  short  primary  extension,  not  dissimilar  to  that  of  a  Radde’s  Warbler 
Phylloscopus  schwarzi.  The  tail  was  fairly  long  and  round  ended.  The  bill  was  rather  stout  at  base 
and  pointed  at  tip. 

Plumage  details:  Entire  upperparts  olive-brown,  through  head  somewhat  greyer.  The  rump,  uppertail 
coverts  and  tail  brown  with  a  green  tinge.  Upperwing  olive-brown  with  the  remiges  edged  green. 
A  thin  pale  eye-ring  was  broken  at  front  and  rear  of  eye.  Ear  coverts  brown,  with  grey  crescent  at 
rear.  Throat  bright  yellow  which  faded  on  breast.  Centre  of  belly  whitish.  Flanks  olive-brown, 
though  paler  than  upperparts.  Undertail  coverts  yellow,  less  intense  than  throat. 

Bare  parts:  Dark  upper  mandible  with  pale  cutting  edge  and  base  to  lower  mandible. 

Call:  A  soft  “chut”. 

There  have  been  4  previous  records  of  Common  Yellowthroat  in  Europe,  all  of  which 
have  been  in  Britain:  singles  on  Lundy  and  Scilly  in  autumn,  Shetland  in  spring  and  one 
over-wintering  in  Kent.  All  previous  records  have  been  of  males.  The  lack  of  the  any  traces 
of  the  male’s  black  mask,  indicates  that  this  was  Europe’s  first  female. 

Andrew  Silcocks 
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HOOPOE  BREEDING  IN  WALES  IN  1996 

On  September  18th  1996  I  received  a  ‘phone  call  from  Chris  Townsend,  a  Welshpool 
GP,  asking  what  I  knew  of  a  pair  of  Hoopoes  in  the  area.  A  stark  ‘nothing’  was  my  answer. 
However  following  his  query  up,  I  eventually  contacted  Mr.  Alwyn  Hughes,  a  local  school 
teacher  and  naturalist,  who  had  been  asked  by  the  farmer  who  found  these  birds  on  his 
property  to  identify  them.  This  he  did,  finding  a  pair  of  Hoopoes  ( Upupa  epops )  feeding 
young  in  a  nest  in  a  cavity  in  a  derelict  building  in  the  farmyard.  The  young  were  being  fed 
mainly  from  food  collected  by  the  adults  from  the  farm  midden.  Three  young  were 
eventually  fledged  from  this  nest  but  strict  secrecy  about  the  event  was  maintained,  at  the 
farmer’s  request,  until  they  left,  to  avoid  any  risk  of  disturbance.  They  left  the  nest  a  few 
days  after  July  17th  and  soon  dispersed  from  the  vicinity,  although  they  were  seen  on  a 
neighbouring  farm. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  no  written  record  of  these  events  was  made.  However  on  July  17th 
Mr.  Hughes,  using  an  old  car  in  the  farmyard  as  a  hide,  captured  a  short  piece  of  video  of  a 
parent  taking  food  to  the  nest  hole  and  also  photographed  the  young  in  the  nest  and  an  adult 
bird  in  the  farmyard.  I  was  kindly  allowed  access  to  the  site,  which  confirmed  the  substance 
of  the  video  and  photographs.  I  also  examined  the  nest  site  when,  although  I  could  find  no 
trace  of  eggshells  or  droppings,  the  characteristic  smell  lingered  on!  The  record  is  thus  fully 
authenticated  and  it  is  the  first  proven  breeding  record  for  Wales. 

Mr.  Hughes  gave  me  copies  of  the  video  and  photographs,  which  I  showed  to  Roger 
Lovegrove  and  staff  at  the  RSPB  Wales  Office  at  Newtown.  Their  exclamations  at  having 
missed  this  event  are  unprintable! 

Brayton  Holt 
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COMMON  EIDERS  BREEDING  IN  NORTH  WALES  IN  1997 


On  May  25th  R.A.,  N.K.,  and  A.M.,  of  the  School  of  Biological  Sciences,  University 
of  Wales,  Bangor,  were  members  of  a  16  person  party  from  the  university  visiting  Ynys 
Seiriol  (Puffin  Island)  off  eastern  Ynys  Mon.  On  our  return  to  the  landing  beach  at  the 
island’s  western  end,  after  investigating  the  island,  the  father  of  a  small  boy  aged  about 
eight  years  -  who  had  remained  on  the  beach  -  told  us  that  his  son  had  found  a  duck  on  a 
nest  just  above  the  shore  line,  and  led  us  to  it.  There,  where  the  low  limestone  cliff  met  the 
beach,  and  amongst  small  limestone  boulders  and  pebbles  mostly  covered  by  Sea  Beet  Beta 
vulgaris  spp.  maritima ,  was  a  female  Common  Eider  (Somateria  mollisima)  incubating  5 
eggs.  We  took  photographs  of  her  on  the  nest.  The  outcome  of  this  breeding  attempt  is  not 
known.  It  is  perhaps  worth  noting  that  N.K.  and  A.M.  recorded  a  pair  of  Common  Eiders 
close  inshore  by  Ynys  y  Clochydd,  Ynys  Llanddwyn,  western  Ynys  Mon,  on  May  15th,  the 
male  was  seen  there  next  day  by  R.A.,  but  we  are  unaware  of  any  subsequent  sightings. 

On  June  8th,  S.D.,  of  the  RSPB  Conwy  Reserve,  was  leading  the  RSPB  boat  cruise  on 
the  River  Conwy  estuary,  Conwy,  to  celebrate  World  Ocean  Day  when  a  passenger  drew  his 
attention  to  what  he  found  was  a  female  Common  Eider  with  a  single  duckling  less  than  a 
week  old,  10  meters  from  the  boat  and  close  to  the  rocks  of  the  Conwy  marina.  The  skipper 
of  the  boat,  Bryn  Hughes,  recalled  seeing  the  female  with  two  ducklings  the  day  before.  It  is 
worth  noting  that  S.D.  found  a  pair  of  Common  Eiders  on  April  26th,  drifting  with  the  tide 
close  to  the  shore,  upstream  from  the  Conwy  marina. 

These  records  of  Common  Eiders  nesting  in  North  Wales,  off  Ynys  Mon  and  on  the 
mainland  at  Conwy  14km  away,  appear  to  be  the  first  proven  breeding  records  for  the 
species  in  Wales. 

Richard  Arnold ,  Stephen  Dixon,  Natalie  Korboulewsky  &  Anders  Mdrell 


WELSH  BIRDS 


‘Welsh  Birds’  is  the  journal  of  the  Welsh  Ornithological  Society  and  is  published 
twice  annually,  in  June  and  December.  The  December  issue  is  primarily  devoted  to  the 
Welsh  Bird  Report  and  the  annual  Report  on  Bird  Ringing  in  Wales. 

Papers  for  Welsh  Birds  are  welcomed  by  the  Editor  on  any  aspect  of  Welsh 
Ornithology.  The  Society  is  anxious  that  the  journal  should  accurately  reflect  present 
ornithological  activity  in  Wales.  Thus  we  hope  that  all  workers,  professional  or  amateur, 
with  results  of  bird  studies  in  Wales,  will  always  consider  publishing  information  about 
these  here.  All  papers  will  be  reviewed  by  the  Editor  and  an  independent  referee.  Authors 
should  follow  the  format  of  papers  published  in  the  journal  and  guidelines  for  authors  have 
been  drawn  up  and  are  available  from  the  Editor  (address  inside  front  cover).  Papers  are 
accepted  and  published  in  either  Welsh  or  English.  Papers  in  Welsh  should  be  supplied  with 
captions  to  tables  and  figures  in  both  Welsh  and  English  and  with  an  English  summary.  This 
follows  standard  international  practice. 

Short  notes  on  interesting  or  unusual  features  of  behaviour  recorded  in  Wales  are  also 
welcome.  An  accumulation  of  such  items  is  of  considerable  value.  Notes  should  be  short  and 
succinct,  ideally  of  not  more  than  half  a  page  in  length.  Notes  may  also  be  submitted  in 
either  Welsh  or  English. 

This  issue  is  numbered  6  of  Volume  1 .  We  have  decided  to  let  each  volume  comprise 
at  least  6  issues,  to  make  more  satisfactory  volumes  for  binding,  if  readers  so  desire. 
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